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Palestinian legislature calls 
emergency session 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — Palestinian lawmakers will hold 
an emergency meeting Saturday to discuss the crisis 
caused by Israeli sanctions against the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority, officials said Wednesday. “We are callin g a 
special session for Saturday in Ramallah to discuss the 
current situation and how to face the Israeli measures,” 
Ahmad Qureia, speaker of the elected Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council, told Agence France Presse. The 88-member 
council began its summer recess last week and had not 
been due to meet again until late in the year. Israel 

imposed harsh economic sanctions on the Palestinian ter- 
ritories last week in response to a double suicide bombing 
in Jerusalem. PNA officials said the Israeli measures are 
costing Palestinians $8 million a day in lost earnings in 
addition to the $40 million in unpaid tax revenues. 
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Jewish scatter over Patedinten 

HFRRON fAFP) — A Jewish settler ran .over and 

village outside the West Bask city <>f 
tira^secimty sources said Wnesday. 

Mustafa Jaradat a 60-yeatold Farmer. was struck Jty 
acar which.theu fled the scene on atij^ssroad used 
by settlers near the village of Sort** h v 

the sources said. Witnesses said the car was dnvea by 
a Jewish settler and gave ihe licence P^te numbrfto. 
Palestinian police who handed -it over to tojaw. 
counterpfflts, ffiB5ources said. It was unclear i tf fee Ut- 

and-run was accidental or a ^^rate 

sources said. Israeli authonties avowed 

be taken through the tough Israeli seal on the Pules- 

tinian territories for treatment in aJerusaiem hospital, 
the sources said, without specifying his condition.- 
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Prince Hassan reiterates while 
there can be no peace without security, 
there can be no security without peace 


III 
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} s public position, Crown Prince 
reveals possibility of breakthrough 


By Ramzj E- Kfaoury 
from West Jerusalem 

HIS ROYAL Highness 

Crown Prince Hassan said at 
a joint press conference with 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu 

Wednesday that the region is 
living a very dangerous crisis 
and is on the brink of revisit- 
ing violence, however, he had 
heard from Mr. Netanyahu a 
commitment to the rejuvena- 
tion of hope. 

“1 think we are living a very 
dangerous crisis. We are on 
the brink of revisiting vio- 
lence and clearly we should 
do anything that we can to 
avoid another eruption of vio- 
lence. I want to make it clear 
that we are also on the brink 
lof violence,] possibly 
because of the difficulties we 
have lived through in this 
region, of rejuvenating the 
peace process, and reinstilling 
hope, and I think I have heard 
today from the prime minister 
la] commitment to the rejuve- 
nation of hope, but we have to 
be realistic and cautious." 

Initially it was reported that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
would be making the trip to 
Jerusalem on Wednesday, die 
first such trip to the holy city, 
but instead the Crown Prince 
led the high level delegation 
on behalf of the King as part 
of the intensive efforts Ionian 
has been exerting in order to 
reduce tensions and find a 
way to bring back a resump- 
tion of the stalled peace 
process. 

“For my part and cm behalf 
of Prime Minister [Abdul 
Salam] Majali along with 
Minister [Fayez] Tarawneh, I 
would like to say that on 
behalf of His Majesty the 
King, we have been able to 
open a very valuable discus- 
sion. a very valuable analysis 
on the curreul situation with 
Mr. Netanyahu and his key 
cabinet colleagues. Of course, 
we look forward to a visit by 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and his cabinet colleagues at u 
time to be [setj in the near 
future." 

It was reported in Israel that 
Mr. Netanyahu would visit 
Jordan on Wednesday, exact- 
ly one week after his meeting 
with the Crown Prince yester- 
day in addition to reports that 
U.S. Mideast peace envoy 
Dennis Ross will be in the 
region at the end of this week 
to be followed by U.S. Secre- 
tary of Slate Madeleine 
Albright on the condition thai 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan during his one-on-one meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, Wednesday. The meeting was followed by anoth- 
er broad meeting in which the two leaders were joined by officials from both govern- 
ments (Photo by Boghos) 


Mr. Ross would have paved 
the way for concrete results to 
be achieved upon her arrival 
(See story below ). 

Speaking after an hour of 
one-on-one talks with the 
Israeli premier followed by a 
broad meeting that included 
Prime Minister Majali For- 
eign Minister Tarawneh and 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Hani Mulki from the 
Jordanian side, and Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon, Inter- 
nal Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani and others from the 
Israeli side, the Crown Prince 
stressed Jordan’s conviction 
that “there can’t be peace 
without security, or security 
without peace" while at the 
same time highlighting the 
effect violence has had over 
the course of peace. 

“I want to say that Jordan is 
committed to the concept of 
no peace without security and 
no security without peace. I 
want to say very clearly to 
both Israel and the Palestinian 
leaderships that it Is our hope 
that full security cooperation 
can be resumed. We received 
[Palestinian] President [Yass- 
er j Arafat (Tuesday) in Jor- 
dan. and we impressed upon 
him the importance of the fact 
that we live a period of antic- 
ipation prior to outrage such 
as the disaster that took place 
in Jerusalem, the tragic loss of 
life.’* 

“I say. anticipation, in the 
sense that with the absence of 
progress in the peace process, 
clearly the possibilities of 
extremism, destroying and 


derailing the peace process, 
are many. Our frustration is 
that violence continues to 
threaten us. to menace us and 
all that we can do is to speak 
of containment. So, I would 
like to say veiy clearly that we 
are dealing here with a human 
peace, a peace that affects life, 
promotes life and promotes 
human dignity - , in particular, I 
refer to the Palestinian peo- 
ple," Prince Hassan stressed. 

Suggesting that in spite of 
Mr. Netanyahu's public hard- 
line position, during their 
closed meetings, the prime 
minister was Often to the idea 
of reducing measures taken 
against the Palestinian people 
after last Wednesday’s double 
suicide bombing, the Crown 
Prince told Mr. Netanyahu at 
the press conference “your 
comment today in terms of 
humanitarian measures, par- 
ticularly on the questions of 
food and medicine and hope- 
fully on the question of the 
free passage, all the issues 
that we have [discussed con- 
cerning] the 12 measures 
[Israel took against the Pales- 
tinians!. arc subject for 
review.” 

On his part. Me Netanyahu 
seemed as ardent as ever in 
his hardline policy towards 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority tPNA) reiterating over 
and over again in response to 
questions from the press that 
the PNA will have to fight ter- 
rorism first before Israel takes 
a step forward. 

“If they begin to fight ter- 
rorism. we will review the 
various steps that were taken 
in order to make them fight 
terrorism.” the Israeli premier 


said, adding that his govern- 
ment is “film in the measures 
we have taken." 

Implying that the PNA is a 
supporter of tarorism and 
attempting to justify his hard- 
line position. Mr. Netanyahu 
asked the reporters why is it 
that no-one questions the U.S. 
on the reasons they impose 
sanctions on Libya, a state- 
ment that prompted the 
Crown Prince to comment 
that “the U.S. does not live 
with the Libyans" and reiter- 
ating Jordan's vision for a 
“relationship of interdepen- 
dence” between the Palestini- 
ans and Israelis as well as the 
Jordanian and Israeli people, 
“provided there Is a clear 
commitment on a code of 
conduct” on the part of all 
parties. 

The Crown Prince added 
that “we cannot be judgmen- 
tal of the responsibilities that 
others shoulder. All that we 
can say is to continue to 
emphasise the importance of 
full coordination and cooper- 
ation." 

Taking a position in harmo- 
ny with that advocated by Jor- 
dan. Mr. Kahalani told the 
Jordan Times “I don't believe 
personally in the closures, we 
will find a way out of this 
together.'’ When asked if he 
thought that there will be 
major violence erupting soon, 
he said that he did not believe 
that and added that there is no 
other way hm to “convince 
our prime minister and Chair- 
man Arafat to sit together and 
solve the problem.” 

However. Mr. Kahalani said 
he believes the PNA is not 
dcins enough to block 'terror- 


ists’ from crossing into Israel 
and when reminded that there 
was no proof that those who 
earned out the double bomb- 
ing came from territories 
under the jurisdiction of die 
PNA, be said: U I have a feel- 
ing this is not so. Sometimes 
there is a feeling that comes 
from inside- you can imag- 
ine.” but the minister refused 
to elaborate farther. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
news agency A1 Quds Press 
reported from Nicosia 
Wednesday that the two men 
who blew themselves up in 
Jerusalem last week were 
Palestinians from 'Ain AJ 
Hilweh refugee camp in 
Lebanon and who had joined 
the Islamic Jihad organisation 
eight months ago and entered 
Israel two months back in 
order to carry out the bomb- 
ing. They based their infor- 
mation on a “knowledgeable" 
source. 

After his meetings with the 
Israeli premier and members 
of his cabinet, the Crown 
Prince called on Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman at his 
official residence in west 
Jerusalem where they con- 
ferred on the latest develop' 
merits concerning peace. 

After their talks, the Israeli 
president who enjoys a cere- 
monial post expressed hope 
“that very soon, the military 
awhority will find a way to 
lessen the tightness on the 
West Bank” and expressed 
that “we fully realise that it is 
not an easy life when you 
can’t go from one place to 
another.” 

When asked by a reporter if 
they were optimistic, bah die 
Crown Prince and Israeli 
president agreed that if it was- 
n't for optimism, the region 
would be suffering chronic 
depression. 

Earlier Wednesday, Israel 
allowed Palestinian workers 
into Jewish settlements and 
industrial zones in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and lift- 
ed a ban on raw materials 
headed fa Palestinian facto- 
ries. but its symbolic ease on 
measures taken against the 
Palestinians in retaliation fa 
the double suicide bombing 
last week fell short of lifting a 
ban that keeps more than 
50.000 labourers away from 
their jobs in Israel allowing 
free movement between the 
autonomous territories a 
releasing badly needed PNA 
funds. 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday receives a delegation firomthe Israeli Labour 
Federation in Amman QPhoto by Yousef At Allan) 

King Hussein stresses need 
for collective effort to give 
momentum to peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King . Hussein 
Wednesday emphasised die 
need fa collective efforts 
on the part of the peace- 
loving people and the peace 
camp to give momentum to 
the peace process. 

Reviewing the latest 
developments m the peace 
process with a visiting del- 
egation from the Israeli 
Labour Federation, the His- 
tadrut, the King uiged the 
need to prevent the enemies 
of peace from ruining the 
peatte process and returning 
the region to a state of 
chaos and instability. 

The members of the dele- 
gation expressed apprecia- 
tion of the King’s relentless 


efforts to achieve just and 
durable peace. 

After- the meeting die 
King told reporters: “Prince 
Efassan’s visit to Israef ; 
today vras a^way of reflec- 
tion, of our total commit- 
mem to. peace- aqd . OUT 
desire to. see progress 
achieved' there, regardless ■' 
of the difficulties”. .- 

Referring- to Prime Minis- : 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
coming visit here the King 
said: “He is most welcome 
any time. I always said that 
if his choice is peace then . 
he will find a partner here . 
that will do everything pos- . 
sibfe to see that ft . will 
materialise into reality." ! 

The King said that the 


easing of' the sufferings of 
the Palestinian people is 
basic mid necessary at this 
stage otherwise any other 
measures: “wfll only make 
prople desperate and frus- 
trated and pave the way fa r 
die. enemies of peace to 
achieve their ends, some- 
thing which we do pot .want 
JtoseehaHKning.Tbelieve 
.'fife* Prince’s visit to Israel 
came at _ the appropriate 
. moment.” £ - . / 

About, bis expectations 
the King said, “1 am keen to 
see the contacts and the 
' talks held in an atmosphere 
that would be condueive to 
the continuation of; the 
peace process.” . ■ - • 


Palestinians stream into Gaza 
after Israel reopens border 


RAFAH, Egypt (AFP) — 
Israel Wednesday reopened 
the international bonder 
with Egypt allowing hun- 
dreds of Palestinians who 
had been stranded here for 
one week to stream Into the 
Gaza Scrip, officials here 
said. 

The move came one day 
after Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, joining in 
an international chorus of 
condemnation, urged Israel . 
to ease an economic block- 
ade imposed cm Palestinian 
areas after last week's 
bomb attack in Jerusalem. 

“Israel reopened the 
Rafah border post and so 
far 350 Palestinians from 
among 500 who have been 
stranded here since last 
Wednesday ' have crossed 


into- Gaza," said Mosaad 
. Badawi, a border official 
hoe. 

“A total- of , 800 people 
will be. allowed across the 
border [into-. Gaza] today 
and from Thursday traffic 
will resume normally fol- 
lowing; the _ Israeli deer 1 
sion," he said: 

, Israel also allowed (rucks 
transporting Egyptian prod- 
ucts into Gaza, he said..- ^ V 

Accordingte Mr. Badawi, 
many of ' the . Palestinians 
who 'went to :Gaza 
expressed fears that the 
Israeli authorities will send 1 
them back, “especially the 
non-residents who cany a" 
tourist visa.” . J.- 

Most of the Palestinians 
who were stranded here are 
employed in Arab countries 


and were transiting through 
Egypt on their way to Gaza 
- to spend summer holidays 
with their families; 
r On Tuesday' dozens of 
-Palestinian women staged a 
peaceful protest on the 
Egyptian side of the border 
■ demanding to be allowed 
> into Gaza.. 

The protest came as Mr. 
Mubarak told visiting Israe- 
li Foreign Minister; David 
Levy in Cniro that the bor- 
' der post should be reopened 
to get food and medicine in 
for. the Palestinians. . 

TW Israeli army permit- 
ted Palestinian, labourers to 
enter Jewish _ settlements 
and industrial zones in the 
-West Bank- and Gaza Strip 
iWednesday For fee fast-. 
Sime since the attack. 


5 die in V.N. 
helicopter 
crash in 
Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — A U.N. 
helicopter exploded over 
south Lebanon late Wed- 
nesday, killing four Italian 
soldiers and a passenger, a 
U.N. spokesman said. 

The helicopter was cann- 
ing out a night training 
flight when it exploded at 
9.10 p.m. local time and 
came down near the village 
of Tyre in an Israeli-occu- 
pied zone of south Leba- 
non. the spokesman for the 
U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon ( UN1F1L) said. 

All five people on board 
— four crew members and 
a passenger -— were killed 
in the explosion, which 
appeared to be an accident, 
he said. 


Albright prepared to make Middle East trip this month 


WASHINGTON (AFP^ — 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright announced 
plans Wednesday to make 
her first Mideast trip this 
month but conditioned her 
visit on progress toward 
improving security. 

In a major address on the 
Middle East, Ms. Albright 
also called for accelerating 
talks on a final settlement to 
the Israeli -Palestinian con- 
flict, saying “today this step 
is urgent and important” 

In announcing the 
planned trip, Ms. Albright 
signalled that Washington's 
patience with the sides was 
wearing thin after five 
months of deadlock in the 
peace process. 

“The days of avoiding 
hard decisions are over.” 
she said. "It is absolutely 
essential that hard decisions 
be made. We cannot make 
them, the parties have to 


make them." 

Arguing that "the people 
have chosen peace." Ms. 
Albright put the onus 
squarely on the leaders to 
show flexibility and 
stressed that improved se- 
curity in the region was the 
basis for moving forward. 

“Provided there is some 
progress on security issues, 
1 am prepared to travel to 
the Middle East at the end 
of this month.” Ms. 

Albright said. 

Peace- talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians broke 
down after Israel broke 
ground in March on a Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which the Pales- 
tinians hope w ill be the cap- 
ital of a future state. 

The peace process suf- 
fered a crippling blow when 
two suicide bombers killed 
13 Lsraelis in a Jerusalem 
market last week. 


‘U.S. is looking for positive mo ves : by 


JIB 


. . ; Siil r > ,' £ 

WASHINGTON l AFP;..-^ The US. is ” * * " ‘ ^ 

looking for positive actions from Iran’s' 

new president before deciding Whether to ■ qcnBaiCompaunam lenrap - ^ 

soften its stance. Secretary’ Stale ."A” The new president who 
Madeleine Albright said Wednesday; ; - ; Monday biter ^ landslide 




Iran sponsors international terrorism, is • -Watt&mgtfec appointments ia sjgxtti tiW 
undercutting the Middle East peace process ; :Mir. Khatami is prepared to engage m 
and is purchasing dangcrous^chetHical *. . real relation^ with rite 
nuclear and biological weapons; she said v ’ The- US. . 

“We are looking fw actions. Amktfel is;.. Jam in April: 1980 after 
wfot we're going to base our judgement took .fatMagte 0 .?! .Mj 'embassy - " 
oe " she said. . . if .'; " • ; Tehrah, triggering # 

Iran's new Fresidcm Mnhammed Kbata-- 1 

During her oip, Ms. The so-called permanent Israeli Prime Minister 
Albright said she will con- status negotiations deal Benyamin Netanyahu has 

with the thorniest issues of 
the peace process including 
the political status of Jeru- 
salem, the return of refu- 
gees and the creation of a 
Palestinian slate. 


suit with Midcast leaders 
and in particular with Israel 
and the Palestinians on 
"procedural and .substantive 
aspects of the permanent 
status issues.” 


long advocated that these 
issues be tackled quickly 
and reportedly .worked out 
plans, that would -.-allow 
Israel to retain sovereignty, 
over more than 50 per cent 


of the West Bank. 

In her address, Ms. Al- 
bright signalled thm- Wash- 
ington was -prepared to , 
engage inTast- track negoti- 
ations on final status, aigu- 
. mg that it would help avoid, 
crises. - 

“If the parties have a 
clear, mutual and favour 
Table sense of the ultimate . 
direction of. negotiations, it 
will be easier For them . to 
overcome setbacks and 
avoid durations along the 
way” she said. by. ' 

“This will require acceler- 
ating pemtaneat ~ status 
.negations.” Special Mid- 
dle EastcoordioatorDennis 
Ross was to travel to the re- * 
.giqn later this Weefc ,tp : <5isr : 
cuss security _in the region .■ 
m, the wake of 'last week’s 
t double suicide 

To ' bolster security, 
Albright said the Palestini- 
ans must be prepared to 


share ^information v, 
Israel about extremist aci 
hies and coordinate .] 
enforcement action. 

“Israelis and Palestine 
must unite to. defeat ten 
ism, which is their cootn 
enemy,” she said. 

Ms. Albright Wednesc 
-.telephoned Mr. Netanya 
to discuss the breakdown 
*e Israeli-Palestin; 
peace.jprpcess, Israe-Ii oi 
cials said. 

... Ms- AIbright’s can caj 
before die delivered 1 
speech in Washington. 

: 7 U-S: ambassador 

Israel Martin Indyk, h< 
talks;-; in Jerusalem w 
' Defettee Minister Yitzh 

- Mordechai Wednesday ^ 
was to meet Mr. Netanya 
JatSr in ther evemng, 0 J 

- cials said. 
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Islamic Jihad denies Jerusalem 
bombers came from Lebanon 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
Islamic Jihad in Palestine on 
Wednesday denied reports that 
the two men who committed a 
double suicide bombing in 
Israel last week were Jihad 
members from a Palestinian 
refugee camp in Lebanon. 

l< The information ... which 
asserted that the suicide 
bombers were Islamic Jihad 
members who infiltrated Pales- 
tine from Lebanon is not true." 
a spokesman for the Palestin- 
ian group told AFP in Beirut. 

The spokesman, however, 
refused to confirm or deny 
whether the two suicide 
bombers were Jihad members 
from outside Lebanon. 

“The Islamic Jihad, while it 
asserts its blessing to the hero- 
ic operation and welcomes it as 
a response to Zionist crimes 
against our people, nation and 
sacred places, confirms that it 
has not issued any position 
related to the identities or the 
group to which the suicide 
bombers belonged," he said. 

The Palestinian news agency 
Quds Press said earlier 
Wednesday it received a phone 
call in Nicosia from a “knowl- 
edgeable" Palestinian source 
who said the two suicide 
bombers were from the ’Ain A1 
Hilweh refugee camp in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

The source said the two, 
aged 20 and 2 1 , were original- 
ly members of President Yass- 
er Arafat's Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) who joined the 
Islamic Jihad group some eight 
months ago. 

The two men entered Israel a 
month ago “without lacing any 
difficulties," the source told 
Quds Press, quoted in the 
Palestinian daily AI Ayyam. 

The source refused to give 
their names “to protea then- 
families and relatives." 

Israel has been unable to 
identify the two men who blew 


‘Israel will apologise if 
bombers came from abroad’ 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli minister said on Wednesday 
his country would apologise to Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat if it became evident two suicide bombers who 
killed 13 people m a west Jerusalem market came from 
abroad. 

"If we know that the terrorists came from outside, we wfll 
apologise to Arafat," Public Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani told the Arabic newspaper Al Ittihad on Tuesday. 

A police spokeswoman confirmed Mr. Kahalani made 
the remark. 

The identity of the attackers, who set off bombs that 
ripped through the central Mahane Yehuda Market July 30, 
is still unknown. More than 170 people were injured in the 
attack. 

Israel suspended peace talks with the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority and demanded Mr. Arafat crack down on 
Islamic militants, insisting the Palestinian leader bad not 
done enough to fight "terrorism." 

The Hamas and Islamic Jihad groups have killed scores 
of Israelis in suicide bombings since 1994. Most suicide 
bombers have come from Israeli-ruled areas of the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said even if the bombers came from 
abroad, they had to be helped by Arab militants operating 
in Palestinian-ruled areas. 


themselves up in a crowded 
west Jerusalem market last 
Wednesday, killing 13 other 
people and injuring more than 
150. 

It has focused suspicion on 
the Islamic resistance move- 
ment Hamas and has blamed 
the Palestinian National 
Authority for not doing enough 
to prevent anti-Israeli attacks 
by Palestinian elements from 
its territory. 

But top Arafat aide Tayeb 
Abdel Rahim accused Israeli 
officials of “lying" about the 
bombers' origins and said be 
had information they came 
from abroad. 

He said Israeli investigators 
had determined that the explo- 
sives were the same type used 
by Iranian-hacked Hizbollah 
guerrillas battling Israel’s 


occupation of a buffer zone in 
southern Lebanon. 

A statement issued in the 
name of Hamas originally 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast and demanded the release 
of Palestinian radicals and 
Hizbollah guerillas held in 
Israeli prisons. 

But Hamas officials cast 
doubt on the authenticity of the 
staleraent. 

A similar Hamas statement 
was distributed in the Palestin- 
ian territories on Tuesday 
warning of further attacks. 

Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
fiercely oppose Arafat's auton- 
omy accords with Israel and 
claim responsibility for most 
bomb attacks against Israeli 
targets. 

Meanwhile. a Hamas' 
spokesman said in remarks 


published Wednesday that con- 
fusion over who carried out foe 
bombings means foal its plan- 
ners do not want to be known. 

Hamas spokesman Mah- 
moud AJ Zahar told the Egypt- 
ian weekly magazine Al 
Musa war in an interview: 
‘This confusion in announce- 
ments of claims of responsibil- 
ity for the incident means that 
foe party foal planned and 
implemented it does not want 
to announce openly for reasons 
of its own.” 

The magazine did not say 
where or when the meeting 
with Mr. Zahar took place. 

Me Zahar did not repeat the 
original Hamas claim of 
responsibility. But asked if he 
expected “new operations" as 
promised unless Israel freed 
foe Palestinian prisoners it 
held, be told the magazine: 
“Israeli prisons hold 4,000 
detainees. 250 of which are 
Hamas and the rest from 
[Islamic] Jihad and others. The 
Palestinian street is baling 
from peace which has not been 
achieved .... foe embargo cm 
food and on tire other loud we 
have corruption and 
bribery.- what are you waiting 
far 

Israel dosed foe West Bank 
and Gaza after the twin bomb- 
ing, stopping lens of thousands 
of Arab workers from reaching 
their jobs in Israel paralysing 
trade and shutting down facto- 
ries. Israel has dgrnlncrf more 
than 1 70 Palestinians since the 
attacks. 

Palestinians have con- 
demned the Israeli steps as col- 
lective punishment and warned 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu that tough sanc- 
tions would breed despair, 
strengthen extremists and 
weaken Mr. Arafat, already 
under pressure ova- allegations 
of corruption in his cabinet. 



A Lebanese doctor examines the body of shepherd Ali Moussa AqeJ, 72, Tuesday, at a Hizbollah dime in the village 
of Libbaya In south Lebanon. Aqel and another Lebanese shepherd were killed in Israeli air strikes against Hizbol- 
lah targets in south Lebanon. Four others were wounded (AFP photo) 

Israeli warplanes raid Lebanon 

Hizbollah hints of suicide attacks 


Libya urges Arabs 
to aid Comoros 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya urged Arab countries on Tues- 
day to provide urgent economic aid to the Comoros 
Islands where separatists on two islands want to restore 
French rule because of worsening poverty. 

The official JANA news agency cited a communique 
front the Ministry for Arab Unity, urging Arab countries 
to "help restore stability" in the Indian Ocean island 
nation where the population is mainly Muslim. 

Libya called for the "safeguard of the Muslim identity 
of the Comoros and its links with the Arab League and 
urges Arab countries to supply urgent economic aid to 
Moroni to help it restore stability and prevent any foreign 
interference," JANA reported. 

The Arab League said Tuesday it had received an 
appeal from the Comoros government asking for help to 
resolve the crisis triggered by the unilateral declaration 
of independence of Anjouan the second biggest of the 
country’s three islands. 

Separatists on the smaller Comoran island of Moheli 
hoisted French flags and set up road blocks Tuesday as 
the separatist movement gained ground. 


‘Criminal with 1,000 
faces’ on trial in Iran 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — An 
Iranian man dubbed the “crim- 
inal with 1,000 faces" has gone 
on trial on charges of murder, 
rape, kidnapping and adultery, 
foe government newspaper 
Iran News reported Wednes- 
day. 

Ahmad Tagfai AbadL 38. is 
being tried by a court in the 
southern city of Shiraz for a 
crime spree which took him to 
several cities using different 
identities, foe daily said. 

The newspaper said Taghi 
Abadi admitted his crimes (far- 
ing the opening session of his 
trial Tuesday. 

It said he is charged with 
"three murders, six counts of 
adultery. 12 kidnappings, four 
ropes and four counts of 
engaging in illegal sexual rela- 
tions." 

Several of his victims were 
girls under the age of 10. Iran 


News said, adding that he was 
arrested following foe kidnap- 
ping of a young gid from a vil- 
lage. 

The trial cones on foe heels 
of the conviction of an Iranian 
cab driver dubbed foe “Vam- 
pire of Tehran" for raping and 
murdering 11 women. 

Ghohmreza Kordieh. 28. 
was sentenced to death by pub- 
lic hanging by a Tehran court 
Monday. The sentence must be 
upheld by foe supreme court 
before it can be carried out 

Newspapers said “the vam- 
pire" burned his victims after 
killing them so they would not 
be recognised. They said he 
had been arrested in 1994 on 
charges including kidnap and 
theft but had escaped before 
going on trial People called 
him rhe ‘Tehran vampire" 
because all foe killings were at 
nisht. 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (AP) 
— Israeli warplanes attacked 
suspected guerrilla hideouts 
Tuesday in southern 
Lebanon, lolling two farmers, 
and Hizbollah militants sug- 
gested they would cany out 
suicide bombings inside 
Israel to avenge the deaths of 
their comrades. 

Three [feople, including 
two boys, were wounded in 
the raids north of the Israeli- 
occupied zone in southern 
Lebanon, Lebanese security 
officials said. Another civil- 
ian died later when a roadside 
bomb, ap p ar ent ly planted by 
guerrillas, went off in tire 
zone. 

As Hizbollah buried three, 
field commanders and two 
other guerrillas who were 
killed by Israeli commandos 
a day earlier, the group’s 
deputy secretary-general 
hinted that be would take the 
fight inside Israel itself. 

“Israel will never have 


peace of mind," Sheikh 
Na’eem Qassem told 8,000 
mourners marching behind 
the coffins in the southern 
city of Nahatiyeh. The crowd 
shotted, “Death to Isnel, 
death to America." 

In addition to criticising 
Israel's actions in Lebanon, 
Sheikh Qassem attacked 
Israel’s crackdown on the 
Palestinians after two suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem last 
week. 

He suggested suicide 
bombings against Israel 
would not stop. 

“Israel will find explosive 
charges and mstyrdom- 
seeking men in every posi- 
tion inside Palestine and the 
occupied lands," he said. 

Hizbollah officials declined 
to explain whether Sheikh 
Qassem meant his group 
would follow the lead of the 
militants who have carried 
out suicide bombings in 
Israel. 


In south Beinrt, .wbac one 
of the five slain guerrillas 
was buried. Hizbollah chief 
Sheikh Hassan_ Nasrallah 
urged his men to fight on but 
declined to say how arai 
when retaliation would come. 

“I will not fire o ff th r e ats,” 
be tokl several thousand 
maimers. “We will leave the 
actions of the resistance , and 
holy warriors to speak for 
themselves." 

The Iranian-backed Shiite 
Muslim Hizbollah has been 
accused by Israel in die past 
of planning attacks inside it. 
Israeli media reports have 
said las week's bombers in 
Jerusalem used ~explosives 
employed by Hizbollah. 

Lebanese Shiite militants; 
who carried oat the suicide 
bombings of U-S. installa- 
tions in Beirut that killed 
more than 260 Americans in 
1983-84, have largely cat- 
fined attacks in recent years 
to southern Lebanon, where 


Israel occupies a border strip. 
. Hostilities have occasional- 
ly spilled over to northern 
Israel in the form of rocket or 
mortar fire. 

In the air raids Tuesday, 
Israeli jets fired eight air-to- 
srirfaoe missiles £ a rooun- 
tainoas area near the villages 
of. Libbaya and Yahmoc 
about 16 kilometres south- 
west of the town of Rasbaya 
and . about 50 kilometres 
southeast of Beirut 

The Israeli army confirmed 
the rad, saying it aimed to 
silence fire directed at Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon Army 
militiamen.. .<• 

Lebanese security officials, 
speakingoa customary con- 
dition of anonymity, said that 
two fanners who were work- 
ing fields near Libbaya were 
lolled in the raid. A third 
farmer and two boys aged 11 
and 13 were wounded by 
shrapneL 


King Fahd approves regional assemblies 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd approved the 
appointment of 200 men to 13 
regional assemblies across the 
kingdom for a new four-year 
term, part of political reforms 
introduced in 1993. 

The state Saudi Press 
Agency said the approval was 
made on Tuesday in a letter to 
interior minister. Prince 
Nayef. The long named 20 
men to each of the assemblies 
in the capital Riyadh and the 
Holy City of Mecca and 10 in 
the Holv Citv of Medina. 


He named 15 men for each 
of the other assemblies, but it 
was not immediately dear 
whether any new members 
were named 

King Fahd setup the region- 
al assemblies in 13 provinces 
in September 1993, one 
month after be named 60 
members of die consultative 
Shura Counci] — foe king- 
dom’s first in 60 years — as 
part of long-promised politi- 
cal reforms in the world's 
hugest oil producer. 

Last month the kingdom 


raised the number of Shura 
members to 90, widening rep- 
resentation to include active 
and retired military officers,, 
senior government officials, 
business executives and rep- 
resentatives of foe Shiite Mus- 
lim minority. 

They were sworn in before 
King Fahd, signalling the start 
of the council’s second four- 
year session. 

Diplomats in the kingdom 
sad it was difficult to gauge 
whar impact foe body's new 
make-up would have on die 


i JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

J4:I0 „._Cainn.ms 

15:00 America’s Funniest People 

15 JO He Shoots He Scores 

16:00 .....French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

J9i30 New s Headlines 

l*h35 .Trivial Pursiut 

20:00 Parenihoixl 

20:30 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 .... — Kune Fu 

2£flQ News in English 

22:30 ......Fcanuc Film 

23:5V Step By Step 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:23 Fajr 

05:49. - (Sunrise) Duhn 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16:22 -‘Asr 

1%33 -.Maghreb 

21:00 *hha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
5wrifieh,Tt:l. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De laSuOe Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanaa Church Tei. 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian CathoOc Church 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Td 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
77175 1 . 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654^32. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
<i7SM|. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meta ivlugy 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds 
northwester!} moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MitriJMax. Temperatures 

Amman. - 1 7/30 

Aqaba 24/39 

Deserts — 16/34 

Jordan Valley 22/38 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 28. Aqaba. 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 60 per 
cent Aqaba 40 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheb 
Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi ... 

Dc Sabran Daboobi 

Du Khalid Abdo 

Finis pharmacy 

Fentows pharmacy ..... 

AJ Aserua pharmacy-.. 
Nairotikh pharmacy ... 
AJ Saiara pharmacy ... 
Yacoub pharmacy ....... 

Shmetsuii pharmacy - 

Najih pharmacy 

IRBUh 

Dc Ghazi Ta’anateh — . 
Al Quds pharmacy .. .. 
ZARQA: 

Dc Samir Al Lavri .... 
Khofifeh pharmacy ..... 


.759200 

...894788 

776751 

..657129 
.661912 
..778336 
.637055 
.623672 
.636730 
.644945 
.637660 
. .847632 

...250080 
J— I 

..989601 

..985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ....637! ! 1 
Civil Defence Department 

661 HI 

Cml Defence hrmieifiate Resale 


630341 

Civil Defence Emergency _ 199 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 II, 

637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775 12 1 

Highway PoBre 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 11 

Telephone Information (ctirec- 

tory assistance t 121 

CherceasCafls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .62310] 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -774I 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

- .636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


.8138(3/32 

Khafitfi Maternity. _ .64428 1/6 
AkSeh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisani 60707 1 
Shmtisani Hospital >..669131 

diversity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

AJ-Basbfr. 775111/26 

Army. Marks 89161 1/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 

.602240/50 

Amal Hospital _..674155 

The Arab Cadre fa- Heart 
and Spedal Surgery ..865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gmi_ Hospital 

(09/983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSna Hospital (09)986732 
AI EGkma Modern Hospital 

.(091990990 

IRBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02 >275555 

Greek Cathode Hospital 

(021272275 

Dm AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at foe Queen 
Afia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where . it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fights 

09:35 .Sanaa (RJ) 

09 $45 New Delhi (Rf) 

10:05 — -Dbahran. Riyadh {RJ> 

Hfc®5 Bombay (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 — Beirut (RJ) 

l(h40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

llrOO Colombo (RJ) 

15:25 — ... — _Kuw&it(RJ) 
I6d5 New York, Amsterdam fRJ) 

17:05 ! Moscow (RJ) 

17:30 — _ .London (RJ) 

1&55 DobaCRJ) 

19:10 .Athens (RJ) 

Jfc20 -Ba^kok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19>B Abu Dhabi. AI ’Ain (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh CSV) 


13:55 — Doha (GF) 

14:40 Sbariqah (AH) 

16rfW : Rome (AZ) 

19:50 _.Td Aviv (LY) 

21:00 ...... Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

01:20 .Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

05:40 — — London (BA) 

09:00 - DuhnifEK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) - 
08:45 Aqaba (RW) . 

10KB. Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
HL50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 Tel AvK (RW) 

19:30 Amman (QA1A)(RW) 
2220 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marks Airport) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal joriaman (RJLFSgbtK 

06:45 .... ^Beirut (RJ) 

07:20 jyfojcqw(RJ) 

09:10 .LXuwait (RJ) 

11:35 -Abu Dhabi. Dut^ (IU) 

11:55 Amsterdam, NeW York 

(W) 

12:10 —Tonis, Casablanca (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
12:45 — Amsterdam. , Momeaf. 
torortto (RJ) 

13:00 — pdja(&J) 

13=10 — Paris<RJ> 

13*^0 Athens (RJi 


reforms, seen as fledgling 
steps towards giving Saadis 
more say in rnnmng the coun- 
• try’s affairs, but a long way 
from Western-style democra- 
cy* _ 

. Most of.foe members of foe 
regional assemblies belong to 
prominent tribal and t rading 
families and clans. 

Senior members of the royal 
family have traditionally con- 
trolled (he country's adminis- 
tration, occupying marry top 
positions at national and 
provincial levels. 

13:25 -London (RJ) 

21.-00 ; — Madrid (RJ) 

21:10 — , — Cairo (RJ) 

2L20 Lamaca(RJ) 

2U25 — Jeddah (RJ) 

22d)0 _Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
2225 Kuala Urotpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flighty i 

04:00 — Athens (OA) 

06:15 —Istanbul (TK) i 

G&45 — Beirut (ME) 

O&50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:10 London (BA) 

14:30. 1 Riyadh (SVj 

I4rf5 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
15:30 Annaba (Algeria) (AH) 

17:80 — — -Rone (AZ) 

21:10 — ..Tel Aviv (LY) 

22dN> Cairo - (MS) 

fli30 _ Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 —Beirut (ME) 

I0riX>.__ _..___pubaj (EK) 

■ 1025 -v — London (BA) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07=45 AinnmlMaiiaAHptit) (RW) 
,09-JS — Aqaba (RW) 

Hfc3Q I— -Amman (QAlA) (rw) 
17:45 Amman {Marita Airport) 

m) ■- - _ 

HfcS — l .— — _,.TH Aviv (RW) 
21:30 '-wAmman (QAlA)<RW) 
^50 •• A qa b a <RWj 
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Media assertions regarding the Judiciary untrue’ 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Recent assertions 
by certain columnists in the 
media, regarding the Judiciary^s 
supposed lack of independence, 
are untrue; the executive power 
makes recommendations and does 
not impose decisions on the Judi- 
ciary, according to Minister of 
Justice Riad Shaka'a. 

To further support the indepen- 
dence of the Judiciary and end 
perceived gaps in the 1972 law, 
Mr. Shaka’a said that a new law, 
which limits the powers of the 
minister of justice to administra- 
tive matters, will be finalised 
soon. 

“The minister has no power to 
interfere with appointments in the 
judicial branch," Mr. Shaka'a told 
the Jordan Times. “Those who 
asserted that I blocked the 
appointment of judges nominated 
by the judiciary council are mis- 
taken. They should verify their 
information before they write.” 

Debate in the local media was 
recently sparked following an 
article, . by A1 Ra’i columnist 
Fahed Fanek. accusing the minis- 
ter of justice of interference in the 
appointment of judges. 

Dr. Fanek charged that the min- 
ister was capriciously appointing 
and sacking judges. 

Sultan Hattab. also a columnist 
at A! Ra’i daily, heavily criticised 
“those who believe that the judi- 
ciary is no longer independent" 
and stated "they should make an 
effort to look at the law." 

According to the law, the Judi- 
cial Council appoints judges upon 
the recommendation of the minis- 
ter of justice. The minister can 
recommend a number of nomi- 
nees for a certain post if such 
becomes vacant 

The Judicial Council, comprised 
of nine senior judges from the 


Supreme Court, Appellate Court 
and Court of Cassation, selects 
and (hen accepts or rejects the 
recommendation. The minister's 
recommendations are not binding 
to the Judicial Council by law. 

“There is nothing in the law 
which endows the minister with 
the power to expel judges,” Mr. 
Hattab said. “In fact this is one of 
the strongest guarantees to safe- 
guard the independence of the 
Judiciary in Jordan.” 

“How can they generalise when 
the ministry recommended 207 
judges, with a minimum of 15 to 
20 years experience, to the Judi- 
ciary Council?” Mr. Shaka’a 
asked. “Of these, only seven were 
selected.” 

“Attacks are rather personal.” he 
added but declined to elaborate. 

If any given minister abuses his 
privilege and recommends friends 
or relatives for the post, the nom- 
inations would be easily detected, 
according to legal experts. 

This has happened in the past 
with other ministers, they 
affirmed. 

Regardless of the veracity of 
accusations of legal abuses, a new 
judiciary law cancelling this pro- 
vision and limiting the minister's 
powers to administrative matters 
has already been drafted and is 
expected to be submitted to the 
Cabinet for approval within a 
week. Upon the Cabinet’s 
approval, the proposal will then 
be sent to Parliament for endorse- 
ment. 

In early July, the ministry of jus- 
tice announced the formation of 
specialised committees,’ compris- 
ing court justices, law professors 
and lawyers, to redraft Jordanian 
judicial legislation. 

The move, intended to mod- 
ernise the judicial system and 
improve the performance level of 
justices, was taken upon Royal 
directives from His Majesty King 
Hussein. 


These directives urged further 
enhancements towards the inde- 
pendence of the Judiciary. 

The message instructed the gov- 
ernment to initiate measures to 
guarantee judicial independence 
and improve the judges’ living 
standards through the allocation 
of special allowances. 

In a letter to the government, the 
King affirmed that the judicial 
system should continue to serve 
as a model of competence, 
integrity and independence, and 
that, as such, a reexamination of 
the 1972 Judiciary Law should be 
conducted. 

According to Mr. Shaka'a, the 
draft law, with amendments added 
by the Judiciary Council, will be 
submitted to the Prime Ministry 
this week. The law, he asserted, is 
an implementation, in letter and in 
spirit, of the King’s directives and 
desire to preserve the indepen- 
dence of the Judiciary. 

The executive power, according 
to the new draft, is technically 
restricted to an administrative 
role, ending the controversy over 
the issue of. recommendations 
once and for all. 

“ft is unlikely that the draft will 
be promulgated as a temporary 
law but I hope it will be treated 
with expediency (at the Lower 
House of Parliament),” Mr. 
Shaka’a stated. If approved, the 
law “will ensure total indepen- 
dence, and also upgrade mini- 
mum qualification standards.” 

But the minister’s right to rec- 
ommend the appointment of 
judges was only the first of criti- 
cisms levelled against the execu- 
tive power. 

Judges have been faulting the 
government for not allocating 
special funds to improve their liv- 
ing conditions. 

In 1995, 23 of Jordan’s senior 
judges threatened to resign until 
the Cabinet pledged to meet then- 
demands which consisted mainly 


of improving standards of living. 

There are loopholes, Mr. 
Shaka'a conceded, but plans to 
rectify the situation are ongoing. 

The health insurance system 
will be amended to include mili- 
tary as well as the already covered 
civil hospitals, the minister said 

Those judges who have served 
for a period of 20 to 30 years will 
be entitled to. duty free cars and 
will be permitted to keep their 
vehicles after their retirement, he 
added. 

Additionally, plans are under 
consideration to give privileges to 
children of justices in schools and 
universities, according to Mr. 
Shaka’a. 

Housing plans have also been 
developed, notably for those jus- 
tices who reside in remote areas, 
he affirmed. 

; According to the minister, the 
|ew Palace of Justice will be 
Operative by September and as 
such will alleviate current pres- 
sures on the judges. 

’ The eight-storey building, con- 
structed at the cost of JD 16 mil- 
lion, will be frilly computerised to 
facilitate work, he said 

In a step which Mr. Shaka’a 
described as “historic and 
unprecedented,” 14 highly-quali- 
fied inspectors were appointed by 
the Judiciary Council to monitor 
the performance of the King- 
dom’s 365 judges. 

Evaluations pertaining thereto 
will be submitted to the council 
for study and consequent action. 

The current courts and justices' 
offices will be relocated from the 
old Palace of Justice, in down- 
town Amman, to a new building 
in the Abdali district as of July 15. 

The building will comprise the 
Higher Court of Justice, the Crim- 
inal Court, the Court of First 
Instance, the Small Claims Court, 
the Appellate Court, the Amman 
Municipality Court and the Cus-. 
toms and Income Tax Court. 


Prime Minister Abdul Salam M^jaU Wednesday addresses a meeting of health spe- 
cialists at A1 Bashir hospital (Petra photo) 


Premier instructs ministry 
open specialised health climes 


Princess Sumaya attends Y.W.C. A. graduation ceremony 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali instructed the Min- 
istry of Health and Medical 
Care to open specialised 
clinics at health centres 
throughout the country so 
as to reduce pressure on 
central clinics at Ai Bashir 
HospitaL ; : 

Daring a visit to ! A1 
Bashir Hospital, the pre- 
mier described Jordan as 
entering a new stage of 
change, with skilled human 
resources playing a key role 
in promoting medical ser- 
vices. .» 

The next stage will be 
based on decentralisation, 
and medical staff will be 
expected to dispense drugs 
and protect public funds by 
avoiding medicine wasre, _ 
he said. 


The government is invest- 
ed in transforming the pub- 
lic medical sector into mi 
independent non-profit 
national institution which 
will raise -health and med- 
ical service standards, 
according to the premier. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical tare Ashraf Kurdi 
briefed Dn Majalion a min- 
istry programme for 
upgrading the efficiency of 
medical staff preparations - 
for creating a medical 
library as well as pri> 
grammes, seminars, lec- 
tures and other activities. 

Hie ministry has been 
closely cooperating with 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO), : the Royal 
Medical Services and die 
Jordanian Medical Associa- 
tion to create a health acad- 


emy at Al Bashir Hospital. 
Dr. Kurdi affirmed. 

He lamented the .hospi- 
tal’s overload, notably in 
the outpatient departments 
which daily handle an esti- 
mated 5,000 cases. 

Al Bashir Hospital Direc- 
tor Dr. Mahmoud Awad 
detailed plans for enlarging 
. the 874-bed hospital, con- 
. fuming further expansions 
, by. the end of this year, at 
which time,” he said, the 
hospital will enjoy a LQ00- 
bed capacity. 

* Deputy Prime Minister 
for Services and Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Abdullah Ensoiir, Dr. 
Kurdi and heads of Min- 
istry of Health and Medical 
Care departments attended 
the meeting: 


‘Government 


to exempt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A graduation ceremony 
for secretaries of the Y.W.C. A. Cultural Cen- 
tre was attended by HRH Princess Sumaya 
Bint A 1 Hassan last night at Y.W.C. A. head- 
quarters, according to a Y.W.C. A. statement 

Y.W.C.A President Laurice HI ass wel- 
comed the Princess and thanked her for 
attending the event. 

Ms. Hlass detailed the development of the 


centre, emphasising its technological and 
communications role as well as its efforts in 
graduating knowledgeable and skilful secre- 
taries to meet the economic and cultural 
needs of Jordan. 

Director of the Centre Zuzzette Zakarian 
Dababneb covered the theoretical and practi- 
cal experiences to which students are 
exposed, the statement said. 


She noted job opportunities available jt to 
graduates. 

One of the graduating students thanked the- 
Y.W.C.A. staff for its contributions, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

Princess Sumaya then distributed certifi- 
cates to the graduates as well as gifts to dis- 
tinguished students. 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

Thursday 

* Performance by Jordanian Oud soloist Sakher Hattar at 
Artimes Steps at 8:30 p.m. 

* Concert by Junii Brasovului of Romania at the North The- 
atre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Concert by Iraqi artist Kazem Al Sahir at the Sooth Theatre 
al S:30 p.m. 

* Performance by the Karak Band for Popular Dramatic Art at 
the Sound and Light Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Poetry recitals and musical performances at Gracia Theatre 
at 8:00 p.m. 

* Musical performance by the Family International band, Jor- 
danian bands, and on Egyptian circus show at the main square at 
7:00 p.m. 

Friday 

* Concert by Lebanese artist Nawal AI Zughbi at the South 
Theatre at 8:30 pan. 

* Concert by Junii Brasovului of Romania at the North The- 
atre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Jordanian play Tarhood Son of Robin Hood" at Artemis 
'steps at S:30 p.m. 

* Musical performances by the Egyptian Tanbourah band and 
Jordanian hands as well as an Egyptian circus show at the main 
square at 7:00 p.m, 

* Play entitled “Five Dolls and a Woman" (to be followed by 
a musical performance by Ahmad Ai Falih and bis band) at Gra- 
cia Theatre at 8:00 p-m. 

* Display of handicrafts and sculptures at Zeus vault (Thurs- 
day and Friday i. 

CONCERT 

* Concert by “The New York Broadway Duo" at the American 
Center, Abdoun on Thursday at 7 JO p.m_ 

FILM 

* “Private Benjamin" at the American Center. Abdoun on 
Thursday al 5:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography exhibition by Claudia Pedotti at the Jordan Arts 
and Crafts Centre/Anisana, Jabal Amman. Second Circle (TeL 
64-7858) until Aug. 16. 

* Middle East Exhibition of Plastic and Rubber Industries at 
die Amman International Exhibit, Maij Al Hamam, until Aug. 7. 

* Sculpture exhibition by Ibrahim Dayyal at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre, until Aug. 7. 


GLOBE programme aims to 
enhance environmental awareness 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Enhancing 
environmental awareness, 
contributing to a scientific 
understanding of the 
Earth, and improving stu- 
dent achievements and 
science and mathematics 
standards were the main 
topics discussed in the 
three-day Global Learning 
and Observations to Bene- 
fit the Environment 
iGLOBE) workshop 
which ended last Sunday. 

Minister of Education 
and Higher Education 
Munther Masri distributed 
GLOBE certificates to the 
26 participating teachers 
during the closing cere- 
mony. 

The objectives of the 
workshop were illustrated 
through the taking of 
global environmental 
measurements, reporting 
global data and using 
global environmental 
images. 

The GLOBE pro- 
gramme is a hands-on 
environmental science and 
programme that unites 
students, educators and 
scientists from around the 
world in studying the 
global environment 
according to Rana Naber, 
director of the Friends of 
the Environment (FOE) 
media committee. 

Last October. GLOBE 
signed an agreement with 
FOE that the latter might 
work as Jordan’s GLOBE 
coordinator. 

Over 55 countries are 
currently participating in 
the programme to connect 
students via the Internet 
and provide them the 
opportunity to exchange 
environmental views. 
FOE President Ra’ouf 
Dabbas affirmed. 


The GLOBE is a world- 
wide network for students 
working under the guid- 
ance of teachers trained to 
conduct the programme, 
Mr. Dabbas explained. 

The GLOBE students 
make a core set of envi- 
ronmental observations 
near their schools and 
report their data through 
the Internet to a GLOBE 
data processing facility, he 
added. 

They receive and use 
images created from glob- 
al scholastic data and 
study environmental top- 
ics 'in their classrooms, 
Mr. Dabbas maintained. 

Over 4.000 schools are 
currently participating in 
the GLOBE programme 
in which students have 
reported over 500,000 sci- 
ence observations in the 
areas of atmosphere/cli- 
mate. hydrology, tend 
cover/biology and soils 
utilising data to study 
environment and research 
projects, he said. 

To ensure the applicabil- 
ity of the GLOBE student 
data for scientific 
research, environmental 
scientists worldwide have 
participated in selecting 
GLOBE environmental 
measurements, develop- 
ing measurement proce- 
dures and ensuring overall 
quality control of data, as 
scientists around the 
world use GLOBE data in 
their environmental 
impact studies. Ms. Naber 
stated. 

Age- appropriate 
GLOBE educational 
materials have been devel- 
oped by international 
environmental educators 
for use in GLOBE 
schools. she added. 

Instructors receive spe- 
cial training on teaching 
measurement procedures. 


using GLOBE images and 
Internet technology for 
material, Ms. Naber 
explained 

Broad international par- 
ticipation is integral to 
GLOBE’s design and 
partners sign bilateral 
agreements with the Unit- 
ed States that schools in 
their countries might par- 
ticipate in the programme, 
she added. 

In the United States, 
GLOBE is administered 
by a federal team which 
includes the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the 
National Science Founda- 
tion, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
Department of Education, 
jointly working with over 
25 public and local organ- 
isations, Ms. Naber stated. 

The GLOBE pro- 
gramme brings scientific 
and environmental issues 
into the classroom, 
according to U.S. 
Embassy Deputy Chief of 
Mission Janet Sanderson., 

“It teaches the skills, 
hones the talents and 
piques the curiosity of stu- 
dents ia those subjects, 
forming a cool computer 
game as students make 

environmentaL climatic 

and geographic measure- 
ments near their schools 
and then manipulate the 
satellite data which scien- 
tists provide for them," 
she added. 

Ms. Sanderson saluted 
the efforts of Mr. Dabbas 
in laying the foundation 
for GLOBE and in 
“unceasingly pushing for 
its implementation.” 

The ceremony took 
place at the Ma’arif 
School. 


fertilisers from custom duties’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha 

Wednesday confirmed 
that the government is 
seeking to exempt 
imported agricultural 
inputs and fertilisers from 
customs duty. 

This comes as part of 
endeavours to support the 
agricultural sector and 
enable farmers to employ 
modem technology while 
increasing food produc- 
tion, Mr. Khreisha stated. 

During a meeting with 
the chairman and board 
members of the Jordanian 
Union of Merchants 
Trading in Agricultural 
Products, Mr. Khreisha 
described the Ministry of 
Agriculture as soon to 
coordinate with the Min- 
istry of Finance and other 


officials to both remove - 
input customs and enable 
farmers to buy same at 
reasonable cost 

The minister also "heard 
various union complaints. . 

The two sides discussed 
agricultural exports to 
Lebanon, in accordance - 
with an annual timetable 
signed by the two coiwt 
tries, and Mr. Khreishh 
stated that the Lebanese 
minister of agriculture 
will soon visit the King- 
dom to discuss import 
and export exchanges. 

The trade protocol will 
also be renewed, he 
added. . ” 

Director of the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Organi- 
sation (AMO) Dr. Salem 
Lawzi briefed union 
members on his recent 
visit to Lebanon in which 


place he discussed agri- 
cultural exchanges and 
initiated the', process of 
-concluding a new agricul- 
tural protocol for the 
1997-1998 agricultural 
calendar. 

He noted that Jordan 
annually exports 55,000 
tonnes of produce to 
Lebanon and, m-- turn, 
imparts approximately 
15,000 tonnes- of 
Lebanese agricultural 
products. 

Jordan exports water- 
melons during the sum- 
mer as well as a variety of 
vegetables grown in the 
Jordan Valley: during the 
winter, according . to 
AMQ sources. 

The Kingdom imports 
Lebanese apples and 
chemes, they said. 


‘Government plans to gradually 
lift oil subsidies’ — Horani 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The spent an estimated JD 150 way for importing natural 

government has no plans million in their search, gas from Egypt. Mr. 

to raise oil and electricity Mr. Horani stated. “How- _ Horani stated, 

prices, according to Min- ever, prospecting is con- The Kingdom and 

ister of Energy and Min- tinning close to the Iraqi Qatar are initiating nego- 

eral Resources Moham- border, near the Dead Sea . tiations and plan to name 

mad Saleh HoranL and other locales ” he * an American company to 

In an interview with Al said. 8 supply 2-5 millian tonnes 

Dustour Arabic daily, he . Currently, the Hamzeh ' of gas to Aqaba, he said, 
detailed government oil well, near the "Iraqi Jordan wifi be using 

plans to gradually lift oil border, is producing 40 only half a millian tonnes 

product subsidies. barrels of crude.oil a day, of Qatari gas with the rest 

”We will be gradually and gas fields at Risheh transported to Israel the 

reducing the subsidy in are producing 28 million minister stated, 

such a way as so not to cubic feet of gas, used to Until increased 

harm the public interest generate electricity, the amounts of oil and °as 

nor the national industry.” minister affirmed. finds are discovered. Jor- 

Mr. Horani asserted. Total amounts of. oil ‘ dan will continue to 

Jordan is continuing, and gas annually pro- import 3 J million tonnes 

with the assistance of for- duced in the country are of crude oil from Iraq, 

eign corporations, to ■ ' worth JD 10.5 million " 750:000 tonnes of fuel’ 

prospect for oil and gas in which is a. ;yesy modest 250,000 tonnes .of diesei 

order to cut down on contribution to the epun- oil and 100,000 tonnes of 

costs erf same, he try’s overall ;■ -energy . liquefied gas in accor- 

explained. resource needs, he added. dance with a tr&de proto- 

" Foreign oil firms have Jordan continues to col signed with the Iraqi 

been exploring for oil and import oil from Iraq arid government, he concrud- 
gas since 19S and have negotiations are under- l ed. • . 
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4 World News 

Hashimoto calls for test ban treaty 
as Hiroshima recalls nuclear attack 


HIROSHIMA (AFP) — Ja- 
pan marked the 52nd an- 
niversary of (he atomic bom- 
bing of Hiroshima Wednes- 
day with Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto vowing 
to press nations to ratify a 
treaty banning nuclear wea- 
pons tests. 

Speaking to 45,000 people 
at an annual ceremony at the 
Peace Memorial Park in the 
western city, Mr. Ha-shimo- 
to said a nuclear-free world 
was the “fervent wish” of 
Japan, the only country 
exposed to an atomic bomb 
attack. 

Mr. Hashimoto said there 
had been “progress” to- 
wards eliminating nuclear 
weapons, referring to the; 
U.N. General Assembly’s* 
approval of a Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty- 
(CTBT) last September. 

“Japan has become the 
first country to ratify the 
CTBT, and we hope to press 
other countries to ratify it 
too so the treaty can take 
effect as early as possible.” 
he said. The treaty must be 
ratified by 44 nations with 
nuclear potential before it 
can take effect. 

At die ceremony, partici- 


pants, including survivors 
of the U.S. attack, observed 
a minute's silence at 8: 15 
ajn., die exact time the 
bomb exploded over Hiro- 
shima in 1945, effectively 
ending World War LL Two 
days later there was a sec- 
ond attack on Nagasaki. 

Some 1,500 doves were 
released from the park, 
which is near the epicentre 
of the explosion. The park 
includes the dome and the 
burnt-out shell of what used 
to be an an industrial exhibi- 
tion centre. 

Mr. Hashimoto laid a 
wreath and later visited a 
bomb survivor, a woman 
called Hideko Gotsu. 

The Hiroshima blast 
killed an estimated 140,000 
people by the end of 1945. 
Many died instantly, others 
more slowly from radiation 
or severe burns. 

Hiroshima Mayor Takashi 
Hiraoka said a further 5,076 
people exposed to the bomb 
had died in the past year, 
bringing the total death toll 
to 202,1 18. Most of the vic- 
tims are now elderly and 
suffering from deteriorating 
health. 

“We in Hiroshima are out- 


raged that nuclear weapons 
have yet to be abolished and 
banished from the face of 
the Earth,” Mr. Hiraoka 
said, calling for a sw ift rati- 
fication of the CTBT while 
denouncing the United 
States for a recent test. 

"On the one hand, the 
United States promises to 
reduce its stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons, and on the 
other hand it obstinately 
maintains its nuclear testing 
program. This attitude is 
utterly devoid of the wis- 
dom needed if all peoples 
are to coexist,” the mayor 
said. 

The United States con- 
ducted a plutonium test in 
early July but maint ains it 
did not violate the CTBT 
because there were no nuc- 
lear byproducts. A second 
s imil ar experiment is to be 
carried out later this year. 

Martin Harwit, the former 
U.S. museum director at the 
centre of a controversy over 
the Hiroshima bombing two 
years ago. meanwhile told 
the Asahi Shimbun that 
most Americans had not 
changed their narrow view 
towards die incident. 

“I am currently pessimis- 


Retreat of Oder River leaves 
trail of destruction in Germany 


FRANKFURT AN DER 
ODER (R) — The swollen 
river Oder on Germany’s- 
eastern border retreated 
steadily Wednesday, leaving 
behind a vast trail of mutt 
dead fish and waterlogged 
homes. 

South of Frankfurt An Der 
Oder, the area’s largest city, 
water levels were falling 
rapidly and soldiers and 
relief workers cleared sand- 
bags from streets and hous- 
es in several villages, a 
spokeswoman for the Flood 
Crisis Centre said. 

But north of the city, 
around the village of Ho- 
henwutzen, a critical sec- 
tion of dikes preventing the 
river from flooding the low- 
lying Odefbruch area were 
still under immense pres- 
sure because the river was 
retreating only very slowly. 

In Ratzdorf. at the conflu- 
ence of the Oder and Neisse 
rivers, where several homes 
have been waterlogged for 
weeks the water was reced- 
ing by one centimetre per 
hour, the spokeswoman 
said. 

“Water levels are falling 
fast but this is no reason to 


tell people it's completely 
safe to return to their 
homes. The water pressure 
is so great the dike could 
still break.” she said. 

‘It's calmer now. Now 
there is hope, but there is no 
euphoria because we can't 
say we've won the battle 
yet.” 

Local officials said sol- 
diers and relief workers 
were continuing to monitor 
and secure dikes all along 
the river but that no new 
cracks had been found 
overnight. 

They say it will take at 
least until Friday before 
they can tell hundreds of 
residents whose villages 
were flooded and the 4,500 
evacuated as a precaution 
from Oderbruch, where no 
flooding has taken place, 
that it is safe to go home. 

The Oder was swollen by 
the same rains that caused 
flooding in the Czech 
Republic and Poland last 
month, claiming more than 
100 lives and causing bil- 
lions of dollars' worth of 
damage. 

Germany has escaped the 
worst of the floods, but 


damage to homes, business- 
es and farms has been 
extensive and the stagnant 
water left in the wake of the 
retreating river has posed 
the threat of diseases. 

Health authorities in the 
state of Brandenburg have 
carried out an extensive 
inoculation programme 
across the region to protect 
residents against jaundice 
and typhoid. 

They have also warned the 
public about several danger 
spots with high concentra- 
tions of disease-carrying 
microbes. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Tuesday pledged up to 500 
million marks in federal 
government aid to the re- 
gion along the Oder River, 
calling floods there in the 
pisi weeks the “worst natur- 
al disaster ever faced by 
n^wly- unified Germany.” 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruehe, who was due 
to visit the crisis area along 
Germany's eastern border 
later in the day. has said 
some 10,000 troops invol- 
ved in securing the dikes 
would stay on to join clean- 
up efforts. 


Romania floods kill 2, submerge crop land 


BUCHAREST (R) — New 
heavy rains triggered floods 
throughout Romania Tues- 
day, killing two people, 
swamping wide stretches of 
farmland and threatening a 
predicted bumper grain har- 
vest. local television said. 

The new deaths near the 
big industrial city of Bra- 
sov, 160 kilometres north of 
Bucharest, brought to eight 
the death toll in two weeks 
of flooding and landslides. 

The private Pro TV televi- 
sion station said one of the 
two victims drowned when 
floods swept away his 
horse-drawn cart. A second 
man was killed by floodwa- 
ters which caught him on a 
local road. 

Television footage 

showed swollen streams 
bursting through the streets 
of Brasov and nearby towns 
and villages. People ambled 
in hip-deep water or wept 


over the twisted beams and 
cracked walls of wrecked 
homes. 

Floods had destroyed 16 
per cent of the country’s 
2.38 million hectares under 
wheat and rye. Pro TV quot- 
ed Agriculture Ministry 
sources as saying. 

It said floods had 
destroyed tens of thousands 
of hectares of grain crops in 
southern Romania, in the 
eastern Moldova region and 
in Bihor, on the western 
border with Hungary. 

The government had ex- 
pected a bumper wheat crop 
of about seven million ton- 
nes, twice the amount of 
last year, and insisted that 
recent rains would have lit- 
tle effect. About 64 per cent 
of the crop has been collect- 
ed. 

Pro TV showed the Ro- 
manian stretch of the Da- 
nube River flooding for the 


first time near the river ports 
of Braila and Galati. 
spilling over into wheat and 
maize crops. 

Water engulfed a ferry ter- 
minal at Galati. near the 
border with Ukraine and 
Moldova, halting services. 

The government rushed 
four billion Lei worth of 
emergency aid — medicine, 
clothes and building materi- 
als — to the Prahova area 
north of Bucharest, where 
landslides and flooding da- 
maged more than 2.U00 
homes over the weekend 

No official estimate has 
been made of total damage. 

Although the extent of the 
flooding has been less dra- 
matic than in Poland Ger- 
many and the Czech Re- 
public, Pro TV said the Ro- 
manian government had 
asked for emergency relief 
aid from the European 
Union and the United States. 


British MP’s suicide note accuses 
colleagues of smear campaign 


LONDON (AFP) — A sui- 
cide note left by an MP 
from Britain’s ruling La- 
bour Party accused two of 
his colleagues of “bad mou- 
thing" him, a press report 
said Wednesday. The Daily 
Mail said Gordon McMas- 
ter went to his death last 
week in the garage of his 
Scottish home cursing fel- 
low Labour MP, Tommy 
Graham and Don Dixon, a 
Labour member of the 
House of Lords. 

“I hope Don Dixon and 
Tommy Graham can live 
with themselves," McMas- 


ter reportedly said in the 
typewritten note he left for 
his parents. Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and the Labour 
Party. 

“I would rather be dead 
with my conscience than 
alive with theirs. 1 expect to 
go to heaven and 1 don't 
expect to see them there. 
But if I do, I hope it's in a 
dark alley. 

“Even after I'm dead they 
will keep on bad-mouthing 
me," he added in the note 
which was found next to his 
body after be gassed him- 
self. Mr. Dixon and Mr. 


Graham have both firmly 
denied any involvement in 
spreading rumours that Mc- 
Master was gay and infect- 
ed with the HIV virus. 

Mr. Blair has ordered an 
inquiry into the claims al- 
legedly made in the suicide 
note. 

McMaster. MP for Paisley 
South in Glasgow, had been 
suffering from ME, the 
chronic fatigue syndrome, 
and had been depressed for 
some time, according to 
friends. 


tic that the American people 
have changed their view. 
But their view may change 
in the future” he told the 
newspaper. 

Mr. Harwit resigned as 
director of the Smithsonion 
Institution's Air and Space 
Museum in 1995 after ar- 
ranging an exhibition fea- 
turing the Enola Gay. the B- 
29 used to drop the bomb on 
Hiroshima. 

American veterans de- 
nounced the exhibition for 
portraying Japanese as in- 
nocent victims of the bomb- 
ing. prompting 81 members 
of Congress to call on Mr. 
Harwit to stand down. The 
exhibition was later chan- 
ged. 

Mr. Harwit said it was 
“very important to face the 
history of your own country 
to narrow the gap of histori- 
cal perceptions from others. 

He was quoted as saying 
that “for democracy to work 
properly, every citizen must 
have access to accurate his- 
torical exhibitions. To have 
that access, we must be free 
from any political interfer- 
ence.” 

China envoy 
in H. Kong 
assures no 
Beijing 
interference 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
Chinese envoy said Wed- 
nesday that Beijing's Hong 
Kong watchdog body 
would change its role now 
that the former British 
colony was under Chinese 
rule and it would not med- 
dle in )ocal affairs. 

Jiang Enzhu was speak- 
ing as he arrived to take up 
his job as director of the 
Xinhua News Agency 
Hong Kong branch. 

He told reporters that 
from now on Xinhua would 
work to help improve ties 
between the territory and 
the mainland. 

“The role and duty of the 
Xinhua branch in Hong 
Kong will alter,” he said. 
“The Xinhua branch in 
Hong Kong will not inter- 
fere in the affairs of the 
Special Administrative Re- 
gion government.” the 57- 
year-old diplomat said. 

Hong Kong came to the 
end of 156 years of British 
colonial rule on June 30 
and is now an autonomous 
capitalist region of China, 
running all its own affairs 
except defence and diplo- 
macy. 

“The Xinhua branch will 
keep contact with Hong 
Kong people to ensure ties 
between Hong Kong and 
mainland China will con- 
tinue to improve,” said Mr. 
Jiang, a former Chinese 
ambassador to London. 

Next Monday Mr. Jiang 
will replace Xinhua Direc- 
tor Zhou Nan, a Commu- 
nist Party hardliner who is 
retiring this week. 

The Xinhua office, the 
Chinese Communist Par- 
ty's Hong Kong base, acted 
as a watchdog and shadow 
government in the colonial 
era. Its deputy directors 
were like shadow minis- 
ters. tracking specific poli- 
cy areas. 

This role is likely to be 
greatly reduced now that 
Hong Kong is ruled by a 
China-backed government 
and has a Foreign Ministry 
branch office here in addi- 
tion to Xinhua. 

Xinhua also carried out 
“united front” work, which 
meam working to divide 
anti-Beijing political forces 
and to unite pro-Beijing, 
anti-colonial forces in the 
territory’ 

Mr. Jiang's arrival rounds 
off Beijing's installation of 
a new line-up of iop Chi- 
nese officials in Hong 
Kong. 

The central government 
has appointed diplomat Ma 
Yuzhen as Foreign Minis- 
try commissioner here, and 
General Liu Zhenwu as 
commander of the People’s 
Liberation Army garni son. 
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Children lay flowers In front of a cenotaph at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Parkin prayer for the atomic bomb 
victims Wednesday, the 52nd anniversary of the bombing the city. About 45,000 people participated in the com- 
memorating ceremony (Rente r photo) , ■ '•• • • ' • ' ' • '' i‘~;- • • • ■ • 

Australian landslide toll rises as Thredbo picks up pieces 


THREDBO (AFP) — Two 
more bodies were found in 
the landslide debris here 
Wednesday raising the 
death toU to 15 as rescuers 
fought rain and gales in 
their search for three people 
still missing. 

The bodies of two men 
and a woman were located 
earlier Wednesday as fore- 
cast rain started to fall on 
this snow-clad mountain 
ski-resort on the seventh 
day of the search." 

Ski instructor Stuart Di- 
ver, rescued with frostbitten 
toes Saturday after more 
than 60 hours trapped in the 
rubble, continued to make 
“excellent progress" in Can- 
berra Hospital where a 
spokeswoman said his toes 
were no longer a problem. 

But rescue coordinators 
admitted they had practical- 
ly abandoned hope of find- 
ing more miraculous sur- 


vivors. 

“We've got to be honest 
with one another and the 
chances of survival are 
going to be very minimal’’ 
ambulance Superintendent 
Bill Willi ams said. 

The landslide swept down 
the mountainside into the 
Carinya Ski Lodge, forcing 
it on to another lodge, bury- 
ing 19 people, mostly resort 
staff, beneath tonnes of con- 
crete slabs, mud and rubble 
at midnight last Wednesday. 
- A huge tarpaulin was 
erected to protect rescuers 
from the weather that wors- 
ened Wednesday, with snow 
forecast for Thursday rais- 
ing fears of further slippage 
in unstable ground. 

Mr. Williams said shifts 
would be shortened in the 
worsening conditions and 
crews would be reduced 
from five people to three. 

“We're now putting a limit 


on it that each of the officers ' 
Will only be in foe field for 
one hour at a time and we 
will rotate the staff a lot 
more quickly because we 
have to look for warning . 
signs of' hypothermia,” he 
added. 

Police said resellers- were - 
now digging towards a bed- 
room in which more miss- 
ing people were expected to. 
be found within a few 
hours. . 

“We are fairly confident 
that we know the location of 
these . particular people,” 
police Superintendent Paul 
Chaplin, told reporters. 

But he said rescuers were 
battling gale-forcc winds 
and their safety was now 1 the _ 
most important considera- 
tion. - ; • 

The Thredbo community 
is preparing a marketing 
campaign to try to rescue 
what is regarded by New 


' Soafo Wales tourism autho- 
rities as one of the state’s 
most beautiful assets. 

Chamber ■ of Commerce 
President Ian Foster said 
. local businesses including 
-equipment-hire shops, lod- 
ges and caterers, had all 
; been badly affected by foe 
tragedy, but he hoped the 
dtawntum. would be tempo- 
rary: ■ 

One lodge owner said 40 
per cent of his _ bookings had 
been cancelled following 
the disaster and some peo- 
ple had failed even to show 
up for transport to foe 
accommodation centres.' 

But Tourism . Authority 
General Manager 1 Tony 
' Thirl well said a range of 
people and ; organisations 
would work together_ to 
keep Thredbo and foe 
snowy mountains viable as 
a major tourist attraction. 


Princess Diana pleads for ban on landmines 


LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana Wednesday made an 
impassioned plea for the 
world to ban landmines and 
said more should be done to 
help innocent victims. 

“1 think we owe it,” said 
Princess Diana who 
launched her anti-landmine 
campaign with a high-pro- 
file visit to Angola in 
January and now plans to 
visit Bosnia this week. 

She won wholehearted 
support as well as security 
backing for her Bosnia trip 
from Foreign Secretary Ro- 
bin Cook who said: “1 have 
nothing but admiration for 
Princess Diana's crusade.” 

Princess Diana, writing in 


foe Mirror tabloid, said “the 
world is too little aware of 
the waste of life;, Kmb and 
land which anti-personnel 
mines are causing some of 
the poorest people on 
Earth.” 

She said, that one in every 
334 of the population in 
Angola is an amputee — the 
highest rate in the world. 

The princess has sought 
since her 1996 divorce from 
heir-to-tbe-forone Prince 
Charles to become a “queen 
of hearts” roving ambas- 
sador for Britain, espousing 
such causes as aids research 
and the landmine campaign. 

Her Bosnia visit coincided 
with a flurry of political and 


diplomatic pressure on the 
country's frictions to hand 
over war crime suspects and 
force a fair division of 
diplomatic posts by its eth- 
nically split government 
The Foreign Office 
Tuesday gave the princess, 
foe security go-ahead for 
foe visit and Mr. Cook, also 
writing in foe Mirror, said; 
“I publicly support her trip : 
to Bosnia, a country littered 
with six million mines." 

“If her visit to Bosnia is as 
successful as her trip to 
Angola, she wfll deserve 
thanks, not brickbats," he 
wrote. : - 

Some British parliamen- 
tarians have accused Prin- 


cess Diana of meddling in 
international affaifs but she 
.insisted Wednesday: “I am 
not a political figure. My 
. interests are humanitarian ” . 

Piling bn the diplomatic 
pressure fora total ban, she 
said: u “How can countries 
which manufacture and 
trade-, ih these weapons 
square their conscience with 
such human devastation.” 

. Complaining that “the evil 
that men ' do lives after 
them,” she said 1 10 million 
mines, are still lurking 
- somewhere in the world-and 
one third are found in 
Africa. 


Cambodian parliament approves new firs t premier 


PHNOM PENH (R.) — 
Cambodia's National As- 
sembly Wednesday ap- 
proved the nomination of 
Foreign Minister Ung Huot 
as the country's new first 
prime minister in place of 
ousted Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

A total of 86 members of 
parliament voted in favour 
of the motion, four voted 
against, six abstained and 
there were three spoiled bal- 
lots. assembly officials said. 
A two- thirds majority, or 80 
votes, were needed to pass 
the motion. 

“f would like to declare 
that from now on his excel- 
lency Ung Huot will be the 
first prime minister” acting 
President of the National 
Assembly Loy Sim Ch- 
heang told the parliament. 

Mr. Ung Huot told parlia- 
ment he was delighted and 
honoured to have been ejec- 
ted first prime minister and 
said the main task of the 
government was to streng- 
then political, economic and 
social institutions. 

"I am determined to try by 
all means to make the 
Kingdom of Cambodia a 
genuine state governed by 
the rule of law with strong 
political. legaL economic 
and social institutions.” he 
told the assembly. 

“The government eco- 
nomic and financial policies 
over the next few years will 
be geared towards consoli- 
dating marc ©economic sta- 
bility and laying a solid 



Cambodia's Foreign Ministe r Ung Huot stands in par- 
liament after a secret ballot In tbeNatJonal Assembly 
approved his appointment a$ first prime minister 
Wednesday (Renter photo) 


foundation for sustained 
development,” he said. 

Members of Prince Rana- 
riddh's FUNCINPEC party 
still in the country nobnnat- 
ed Mr. Ung Huot to succeed - 
the prince as co-premier 


after Second Prime Minister 
.Hun" .Sen ousted "■ Prince 
Ranariddh on July 6. -Mr. 
Hun Sen backed Mr.Ung 
JHupt’s nomination, " . 

AJter taking sole power, 
Mr. Hun Sen said fre wanted 


to maintain, bis Cambodian 
People's Party’s coalitioa 
with FUNCINPEC and that 
FUNCINPEC should select 
a new first prime minis ter. 

■ Prince Ranariddh, who 
" left Cambodia just before he 
was overthrown, has been 
calling for opposition to Mr. 
Hun Sen from abroad. 

Me . Ung Huot also 
promised to work closely 
with Mr. Hun Sen’s CHPP in 
^preparing for / elections 
scheduled for May.. 

.^Bearing in tmnd bitter 
evente during the past few 
years and,, in. particular the 
recent armed 1 conflict, I 
would, therefore, like to 
reaffirm my determination 
to maintain peace, social 
security safety and the hap- 
piness of our citizens;" he 
said-. 

. ; “I . would like to pledge 
and reaffirm ray firm deter- 
mination to cooperate with 
all-partie^ in Cambodia, in 
particular the Cambodian 
People's.Party in organising 
free and fair elections,” he 
said: ; 

-” Be called, on all Cambo- 
dians to prevent threats, inti- 
. ntidation and killings in foe 
election and said he would 
stand aside at that time. 

“I, 'now, solemnly promise 
before ah Cambodjan citi- 
zens foal f will happily hand 
oyer the post of first prime 
1 tmntstertorany eminent per- 
son: who >01 J receive foe 
trust by foe people in the 
universal - election on Mav 
^3, 1998" he said: . . y 
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World News 

Relatives’ shock turns to 
anger over Guam crash 


Jordan Timfes, August 7-8/1997 


SEOUL (AFP i — Shock 
turned to anguish and anger 
as South Korean, relatives 
tried to find out the fate of 
254 honeymoon couples 
and tourists on KAL flight 
KE-801 that crashed Wed- 
nesday in Guam. 

First reports from the 
Pacific island said only 
about 30 of the 231 passen- 
gers and 23 crew on the ill- 
fated Korean Air Lines 
Boeing 747-300 had sur- 
vived. 

But the more than 400 dis- 
traught. weeping relatives 


who gathered at Seoul’s 
Kimpo Airport became 
frantic as their wait dragged 
on. 

The crash happened just 
after midnight in Seoul but 
there was still no firm news 
more than 17 hours later. 

One Korean- American 
girl, tears streaming down 
her face, kept sobbing: “1 
want him to be here, alive, 
beside me.” 

in a special room at KAL’s 
airport building, women 
collapsed on the floor and 
others milled around in con- 


fusion, crying names of 
loved ones, watching TV 
reports of the crash, or fran- 
tically asking KAL officials 
“give us names." 

Some yelled and threw 
chairs, and mobbed KAL 
officials demanding a spe- 
cial flight to Guam to find 
out for themselves, forcing 
the airline to lay on two spe- 
cial flights to fly them to the 
crash site. 

KAL officials at first 
urged the frantic crowd, 
many of them weeping hys- 
terically, to send only one 



A South Korean family whose relatives were on Korean Air Lines flight 801 break 
down into tears on hearing of tbe death of their loved ones at a support centre set up 
for grieving relatives by the airline in Seoul Wednesday (Renter photo) 


family member per passen- 
ger. 

But the relatives fought 
back and won a promise of 
two relatives each — or 
more than 400 people. 

The two flights would 
take off around 1300 GMT, 
a KAL official said 

“I hope he will be alive” 
wept Chung Chan-lm, 29. 
whose brother Chung Yoon 
was on the flight *T haven’t 
got any confirmation from 
KAL whether he is dead or 
not.” 

He said his 24-year-old 
brother was a student who 
had left for a vacation in 
Guam. Also on the flight 
was opposition MP Shin;Ki- 
Ha and a party of some 25 
opposition stalwarts from 
the southern city of 
Kwangju. An elderly 
woman, with her hands cov- 
ering her face, burst into 
tears as she watched tbe 
crash site scenes on TV. She 
said her daughter, also a stu- 
dent, was aboard. 

“This is outrageous,” 
shouted Im Yong-Gyu, 38, 
whose sister, her husband, 
and mother were on the 
flight headed for a vacation. 

“Why did you come here,” 
screamed another distraught 
man when ruling New 
Korea Party presidential 
hopeful Lee Hoi-Chang 
arrived to offer condo- 
lences. 

The confusion was com- 
pounded as differing figures 
for the number of survivors 
— 30. 32. 61 and 55 — 
came from TV stations and 
officials. 



The wreckage of Korean Air Lines (KAL) flight 801 stands -at the crash site in -tiie edriy morning hours of 
Wednesday. The KAL jumbo jet crashed in the Wily jungle area about S kHometres south of Agana International 
Airport on a scheduled flight from Seoul. More than 200 people died When the jet crashedand burst into flames 
after hitting an oil pipeline on the U.S. Pacific island early Wednesday hutofiSoab said as many as 30 passengers 
may have survived (Reuter photo) 


Some accused KAL of 
deliberately withholding 
information of the ■ identity 
of the survivors. 

But one man was known 
to be safe. 

Interviewed on KBS tele- 
vision from his hospital bed. 
35-year-old Song Hyon- 
Sung, said be had thought 
the plane had landed and 
was taxiing when “there 
was a sudden bang and the 
plane started to tumble 
nose-down.” 

Mr. Song, who was sitting 
at the front of the plane, said 
he was the first to be res- 
cued. but not until after a 
nightmare hour listening to 


children he could not reach 
screaming for help. 

“It was dark and raining, 
and there were the sounds of 
children screaming for help 
amid the sounds of explo- 
sions. 1 called out "how 
many of you are there’ and . 
they repiied Tour’ but l 
couldn’t get to them.” Mr. 
Song said. 

Officials said there were 
three infants and three chil- 
dren on the passenger mani- 
fest, one Japanese and 13 
American nationals, most of 
Korean descent. 

Nine people escaped when 
they did not show up for the 
ill-fated KAL flight. 


The airport scenes were a killed in , j the “indescribably 
painful reminder of two tragic crash.” Phone lines 
other KALr tragedies: The into the country • were 
accidental shooting down of ' jammed and die government 
a KAL Boeing in 1983 cancelled all but essential 
when all 269 people aboard business- 
died, and die crash, of a ^ group of KAL officials 

and a seven-mranber gov- 


Seoul-bonnd Boeing 707 in 
the Bay of Bengal in 1987 
which killed 115- 

The .1987 disaster was 
attributed to a North Korean ’ 
bomb. Throughout South 
Korea people stood silently' 
in from of their TV sets as 
announcers droned . the. 
names on the list. 

President Kim Youiig-Sam 
extended “deep regret and 
sorrow” to relatives of those 


eminent ^delegation, along 
with' more chan lOO Korean 
journalists, arrived in Guam 
on aspecial KAL flight. 

The rfelegattou, Jed by 
Song Dae-Yong, an 'interna- 
tional aviation director at 
. the Transport Ministry, also 
included aviation experts 
and'- government investiga- ' 
tors who will probe the 
cause of the crash. : 


Pakistani government under fire 
over the state of law and order 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan’s opposition and 
the press Wednesday criti- 
cised the government for its 
“failure” to curb growing 
violence after 13 killings on 
a single day in sectarian 
unrest in the country's lar- 
gest province. 

The lawlessness is "grow- 
ing by the day" opposition 
leader and former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said in a statement released 
by her party. 

Ms. Bhutto, currently in 
London on a private visit, 
accused the government of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha- 
rif of “presiding over a situ- 
ation of paralysis .” 

She said the conditions 
had "deteriorated'' to the 
extent that mosques, public 
places, civil servants, police 
and even foreign missions 
"are not safe." 

A hoax bomb call trig- 
gered alarm Tuesday at the 
British embassy here, lead- 
ing to temporary evacuation 
of the building. The News 
daily reported. 

This was the third such 
incident in a week after sim- 
ilar calls made to the Dutch 


and Thai missions, it said. 

Official sources said a 
high-level law and order 
meeting chaired by Mr. 
Sharif here Tuesday ap- 
proved unspecified new 
security measures. 

Mr. Sharif, condemning 
the sectarian killings, asked 
officials to use all resources 
to combat terrorism, they 
said. 

Eight Shiite Muslims 
were shot dead Monday at 
Shorekot in Punjab and five 
more, including Sunni Mus- 
lims, were killed elsewhere 
in the central province, 
where more than 100 have 
fallen victim to sectarian 
Vendetta this year. 

Around 400 people have 
been killed over the same 
period in Karachi, Pakis- 
tan's biggest city, in a wave 
of violence attributed by 
local officials to criminal 
mafia and factional strife. 

“The state (Sindh, of 
which Karachi is capital) 
seems increasingly helpless 
in guaranteeing public 
peace and security,” The 
News said in an editorial. 

It called for less "rhetoric" 
and more action such as 


prosecution of arrested sus- 
pects, recovery of illegal 
weapons, effective intelli- 
gence role and greater effort 
to douse sectarian senti- 
ment. 

Another daily The Nation 
said “the sectarian war, 
which used to be mainly 
against religious scholars or 
activists at one point, has 
spread to those who just hap- 
pen to belong one sect or 
another.” 

“The citizens' sense of in- 
security had never been so 
acute,” The Frontier Post 
said. 

“The government is spen- 
ding ever more public mo- 
ney on police and other law- 
enforcing bodies, but appar- 
ently it hasn’t helped in pin- 
ning down the forces of 
fanaticism,” the newspaper 
observed. 

Syed Sajjid Ali Naqvi. 
chief of Shiite political 
party. Tehreek-e-Jafria Pa- 
kistan, demanded that the 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif step down 
because of his “failure" to 
maintain law and order. 


Indian PM candidate copies Gandhi 
in bid to revive Congress Party 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
One of India's key political 
leaders took a leaf out of 
Mahatma Gandi's book 
here Wednesday as he tried 
to breathe new life into the 
country’s oldest party. 

Sitaram Kesri, head of the 
Congress Party and a key 
powerbroker in New Delhi, 
bought a second-class rail 
ticket as he left the Indian 
capital by train on his way 
to a national party conven- 
tion in Calcutta. 

Gandhi, who led India's 
struggle for independence 
in 1947. always travelled 
second class to demonstrate 
his solidarity with India’s 

masses. 

Would-be Prime Minister 
Kesri’s Gesture has been 
ridiculed by commentators 
as meaningless as he tries to 
revive the 1 1 2-year-old 
Congress. 

The party is currently 
wracked by corruption 
scandals and has been stea- 
dily losing influence after 
ruling India for more than 
four decades. 

But Priya Ranjan Das- 
munshi. a former minister 
and current Congress mem- 


ber of parliament, said the 
party, which boasts such 
former prime ministers as 
JawahariaJ Nehru. Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, 
could learn from the past. 

■■The party is Hying to 
restore the value based poli- 
tics of the old days,” he 
said. 

Speaking from Calcutta, 
he said: “We have diverted 
from the teachings of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawa- 
harial Nehru. Wc are recti- 
fying this now ... We are 
making a break with the 
recent past.” 

The Congress, with 140 
out of 545 seats in parlia- 
ment, currently controls the 
fate of India’s minority 
coalition government 

But it has been steadily 
losing its share of the 
national vote over the past 
two decades us numerous 
new regional panics have 
emerged. Its 48 per cent 
share of the vote in 1984 
dipped to below 30 per cent 
in last year's polls. 

Thai made it the country's 
second largest party behind 
the Hindu Nationalists. 

Mr. Dasmunshi. however. 


argued that India needed a 
strong Congress to avoid 
weak coalition govern- 
ments. 

“The present political sit- 
uation is very clear. The 
government can’t hold the 
country together.” he said. 

“The Congress will come 
back to power because peo- 
ple have realised that, given 
the diversity of India it is 
the only national party 
which will work in India 
The others are regional or 
religious groupings ” 

Mr. Kesri, 77. made a bid 
to become prime minister in 
April by withdrawing sup- 
port from the United Front. 
Bur he renewed his backing 
after failing to win support 
for his own proposed coali- 
tion. 

He has since pledged to 
continue backing Prime Mi- 
nister Inder Kumar Gujrai's 
fragile coalition for another 
12 months. 

The Congress contention, 
the first since 1992, is 
expected to draft a series of 
far-reaching policy resolu- 
tions. 


North Korea 
demands 
U.S. troops 
pullout from 
South Korea 

TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea Wednesday demand- 
ed an unconditional with- 
drawal of U.S. troops from 
South Korea as a first step 
toward a durable peace on 
the Korean Peninsula 

The demand was made 
by North Korea ‘s ruling 
Workers Party in a com- 
mentary hours after the two 
Koreas, the United States 
and China started the first 
day of preparatory peace 
talks in New York. 

“Freeing the Korean Pe- 
ninsula from foreign troops 
is the way of ensuring a 
durable peace and a main 
task to be fulfilled by * four- 
wav talks,’” the party 
newspaper Rodong Sin- 
mun said. 

The starving Stalinist 
state has been trying to 
forge better- links with the 
United States and remov- 
ing U.S. troops from South 
Korea is one of its top for- 
eign relations priorities. 

"If this issue is settled, 
other matters can be resol- 
ved between the north and 
the south of Korea not by 
four parties." said the com- 
mentary. carried by Pyong- 
yang's official Korean 
Central News Agency, 
monitored here. , 

“To withdraw all its 
troops unconditionally 
from South Korea and its 
vicinity is what the U.S. 
should do first of all at pre- 
sent for peace in the 
Korean Peninsula and for 
inter-Korean reconcilia- 
tion." it said. 

The commentary under- 
lined that North Korea had 
proposed as "main items” 
at the four-way talks, the 
conclusion of a “peace 
agreement” between North 
Korea and the United 
States and the withdrawal 
of some 37.000 U.S. troops 
based in South Korea. 

“It is due to the unreason- 
able position of the U.S. 
that the withdrawal of the 
U.S. troops has not -yet 
been solved.” the commen- 
tary said. "The U.S. has 
based the reason of its mil- 
itary, presence in South 
Korea and its vicinity an 
the cold war. But the cold 
w ar has already been ter- 
minated.'' 


Burmese junta tore 



178 vfflages — Karenrebels 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Tbe 
Burmese military has tor- 
ched 178 villages aprfkiiled 
S3 civilians in a bid to cut 
off support to the Karen 
National Union (KNU). the 
last major ethnic insurgency 
fighting Rangoon, the KNU 
said Wednesday. 

Some 46,000 civilians 
have been left homeless- or 
forced to relocate in four 
districts in Karen state and 
Pegu division in eastern 
Burma since junta forces 
launched a major offensive 
against the KNU in Feb- 
ruary to flush out the Karen 
resistance. 

"The SLORC do forced 
relocations, they kill, they 
rape, they even burn the 
food supplies of villagers, 
to scare them, to make them 
obey.” Mahn Sha the KNU 
joint general secretary, told 
AFP by telephone from the 
Thai border. 

"They want to put the peo- 
ple under their control and 
to cut off contact with the 
revolution.” he said. 


The SLORC — or the 
State Law and Order Resto- 
ration Council — is tbe offi- 
cial name of the Burmese 
junta 

In a press release issued 
Wednesday, the Karen re-, 
bels said the tolls would be 
much higher if the “on- 
slaught of SLORC” in six 
other districts was added. 

The rebels' contentions 
could not be independently 
confirmed. 

Mr. Mahn Sha said that 
KNU guerrillas — massive- 
ly outnumbered by govern- 
ment forces — were keep- 
ing up resistance in the 
KNU’s various “brigade 
areas.” using mobile units 
of troops in hit-and-run 
attacks. . 

SLORC troops dislodged 
the KNU from its last 
enclaves in eastern and 
southern Burma in the of- 
fensive launched in Febru- 
ary. 

Over 10,000 Karens es- 
caped to Thailand, bringing 
to over 90.000 the numbers 


of Karens sheltering m 
camps along die Thai bar-? 
der. — - 

The KNU, which until 
recent years held swathes of 
territory, along. the frontier, 
has been tattling fbe central 
government in Rangoon for 
nearly 50 years. 

The g^oiip has refused to 
reach a ceasefire agreement . 
with, the SLORC, which has ’ 
persuaded 15 other insur- 
gencies to enter the “legal 
fold” . through a combina-. 
tion.of military pressure and 
promised development as- 
sistance. 

As .die KNU released its 
figures of civilians effected 
by the SLORC’s bid to stifle 
resistance, tbe official press 
in Rangoon Wednesday 
hailed -the completion of a 
new bridge in Karen state. 

Oyer; 40,000 . people had 
recently witnessed the com- 
missioning of the bridge 
over the Salween River near 
Pa An by SLORC chief 
senior General Than Sbwe, - 
the New Light of Myanmar 


.daily- said in an editorial 
defending the use of civilian 
labour in state infrastructure 
projects: 

Ip sdmecases.it was nec- 
. esshiyfortheartny and peo- 
ple to be employed to com- 
plete such projects “as soon 
as possible” ft said. 

Burma which was last 
mtiatb welcomed into tbe 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
despfte objections from . 
! Western nations' critical. of 
the junta’s human rights re- 
cord, defends , its use of 
_ civilian- “labour contribu- 
tions.” 

The New Light editorial 
said that people employed 
in such projects could 
“smile after accomplishing, 
a major task.” 

“The people of Kayin 
(Karen) state ... are happy 
not only for their well-being 
but also for flie posterity of 
the state,”- the editorial con- 
cluded. • 


New Mir crew in orbit; old team making repairs 


MOSCOW (R) — Two 
relief cosmonauts were or- 
biting the Earth Wednesday 
gradually aligning them- 
selves with the ailing Mir 
space station where they 
plan to make repairs that 
will determine the ship's 
future. 

“Everything is proceeding 
normally." mission control 
spokesman Valery Lyndin 
said Wednesday morning. 
“The new crew’ are already 
on their 1 1th orbit, around 
Earth.” 

As commander Anatoly 
Solovyov and flight engi- 
neer. Pavel Vinogradov pre- 
pared for their Thursday 
rendezvous with Mir at 
1 703 GMT after their Tues- 
day launch, the current crew- 
continued repairs on the 
Elektron Oxygen generat- 
ing system that has not 
worked since last week. 
NASA spokeswoman. 


Kathleen Maliga said. 

On board Mir the crew of 
two Russians and one 
American were using solid 
fuel oxygen generators cal- 
led ‘candies’ as they foiled 
to restart the newer Elektron 
on board. 

It failed (o work last week 
and by midday Wednesday 
they had still not resolved 
the problem, which NASA 
believes is caused by a 
faulty pressure regulator, 
officials said. 

Mir's older back-up oxy- 
gen generator is not avail- 
able for use because it is 
located in the Kvant-2 mod- 
ule, which the crew pow- 
ered down to save energy 
after the space station col- 
lided with its supply ship on 
June 25, causing a major 
loss of power. 

At 1144 GMT Wednesday 
the Mir crew of Comman- 
der Vasily Tsibliyev, Engi- 


neer Alexander I-aymlrin 
and British-born U S. Phy- 
sicist, Michael Fbale were 
planning to undock their 
Progress cargo ship to make 
room for (he .new. crew. - 

The new crew will recon- 
nect with Progress after, 
Commander Tsibliyev and 
Mr. Lazutkin return to Earth 
on August 14 after 1 85 days' 
in space. 

'The Mir crew, is making 
preparations to meet tbe 
new crew .and to depart.. 
These are their two main 
tasks today," Ms. Lyndin 
said. ' 

Mr. Solovyov, 49.' one of 
Russia’s most experienced 
cosmonauts with a total : of . 
456 days in. space. . and 
space newcomer Mjl Vino- 
gradov, 43. will undertake 
vital repairs on the Mir soon 
after their arrivaL 

On August 20; the two. 
men, with Mr. Vinogradov 


leading the way, will open 
tbe hatch to the dark, airless 
Spektr module which was 
damaged in the June 25 
accident and attempt to 
reconnect cables that link 
dp. to Speklr's solar panels. 

If Mr. . Solovyov and Mr. 
Vinogradov, succeed in the 
task, then they can power up 
Che Kvant-2 again and use 
its oxygen system and other 
Equipment. 

. Yet the job is risky. Space 
officials say the - module, 
which : is ■ ntiw sealed off 
from the Test of Mir, could 
contain dangerous floating 
chemicals or debris. A 
puncture in a space - suit 
could mean a swift death. 

If they fail to repress urtse 
the node module leading to 
Spektr after they install the 
new hatch, they would have 
to abandon, ship. 


Mars Pathfinder strolls through Rock Garden 


PASADENA (R) — The 
Mars Rover awakened from 
a deep sleep Tuesday and 
prepared to celebrate the 
first day of its extended 
mission on the Red Planet 
by taking a stroll through an 
area known as the Rock 
Garden. 

The solar batteries aboard 
the Mars Pathfinder mis- 
sion's Sagan Lander and 
Sojourner Rover had been 
shutdown for more than 24 
hours to allow them to be 


recnargea oy tne sun .Trays. 

Mission Commander Carl 
Steiner said tbe recharging 
procedure worked perfeedy 
and the two craft were 
awakened from their hiber- 
nation by a timing device,' 
which he likened to an 
alarm clock, on board the 
lander. 

The little six-wheeled 
Mars buggy, which is about 
the size of a microwave : 
oven, tad its batteries 
recharged while it “Slept” .in 


an area dubbed Meimaid 
Dunes. It was scheduled to 
start rumbling -across -the 
Martian surface on Tuesday 
nighr — about midday on' 
Mairs — with tbe Rockpap- 
den as its destination. ;; 

Engineers r ar the Jet. Pro- 
pulsion Laboratory m Pasa- 
dena' have sent commands 
to ibe Sojourner to carry otir •_ 
a number of scientific expen 
riments. including' perform-^ \ 
ing wheeties to' kick up tfie-; 
powder-fine . Martian . dust - 


'and expose the sublayer of 
soil beneath for examine 

JPL spokeswoman Diane 
Ainsworth said the Pathfin- 
der . crew- wax , extremely 
pleas«i to ; be going jnto the 
extended mission, which 
; sbe^d had indefinite fund- 
ing from the National Aero- 
nautics-aiid Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) and would 
-last until “the. wheels drop 
off the Rover.” 
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The quality of life 


AN ENDLESS debate can go on without 
agreeing on whether the Jordanian economy is 
doing well or not and how to describe the busi- 
ness situation and climate especially when 
traders and industrialists are complaining of a 
slowdown or a recession in the market and the 
public at large moans under the high cost of 
living, low purchasing power and limited 
income. 

On the one hand, economists and analysts 
hail the reduction in the deficits of the bndget 
and the balance of payments and point to 
higher exports, large inflow of investments, 
better growth and monetary stability. On the 
other hand, the people decry high unemploy- 
ment, widening poverty, falling standards of 
living, high cost of credit and the fast erosion 
of the middle class. 

The intention of this analysis is really not to 
find a definition or a word to describe the eco- 
nomic conditions prevailing in Jordan at pre- 
sent because the fact remains that in terms of 
scientific indicators the Kingdom is doing very 
well. Even international institutions such as 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund do certify to the country's 
high and remarkable achievements. 

But also the fact remains that civil servants, 
military personnel, limited and low-income 
groups and middle class families, which all 
form a majority of the population of Jordan, 
are not seeing the benefits and fruits of the 
economic indicators. Could it be that these 
indicators are not high enough to reach the 
masses down below? 

The question may sound odd but surprising- 
ly the answer could be a “big yes." According 
to Manmohan Singh, a well-respected econo- 
mist and a former finance minister who was 
the architect of sweeping reforms in India, 
small growth does not trickle down and for a 
country to tackle poverty it should target high 
growth. 

The Indian expert sheds light and indirectly 
gives an answer to our dilemma in Jordan of 
whether to believe the government that says 
things are going so well when the people see 
things going so bad. 

Mr. Singh says: The economy is not an end in 
itself — it is a matter of improving the quality 
of life. As such, the Indian expert sends two 
■important messages, the first of which under- 
lines the need to better the people's living con- 
ditions in order to prove and demonstrate the 
reality of the state figures and data. The sec- 
ond message highlights the importance of high 
growth and, indirectly, requests the poor to be 
patient to allow such a growth to trickle some 
benefits to them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A! Aswaq reflected on the reported 
corruption cases in the Palestine self rule areas which 
led to the resignation of most of the cabinet ministers. 
Corruption cannot be eradicated by mere resignation 
of ministers who. in their majority, believe that they 
will be rejected by President Arafat, said Rashid 
Hassan. The writer said a drastic remedy for the situa- 
tion should not be dealt with through resignations but 
through thorough investigations, with the judiciary 
wielding absolute power to pass verdicts against the 
culprits who are reported to have mismanaged 40 per 
cent of the overall budget. Fair and serious investiga- 
tion into the corruption cases is necessajry, otherwise 
frustration among the Palestinians will increase and 
other Palestinian officials could be tempted to act and 
behave indifferently in the future, warned the writer. 
He said that the Palestinians have suffered a great deal 
and continue to do so as they continue to struggle for 
freedom, and therefore, the corruption issue should be 
dealt with promptly and drastically. The writer said 
that corruption among the ministers means mocking 
and disregarding the sufferings of the widows, the 
orphans and the destitute among the Palestinian peo- 
ple, something which encourages the Israelis to disre- 
gard the people’s struggle for freedom. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour discussed the boycott of 
the 1997 elections by political parties, calling on the 
public to disregard the boycott call and to exercise 
their constitutional rights and participate in the coming 
elections. The six political parties who made iL a con- 
dition that the government rescind temporary laws for 
their participation in the elections realise too well that 
the government cannot accept their demand and there- 
fore they are bound to refrain from voting in 
November, noted Nazih Qousus. He said although 
these parties have the right to express their position, 
they have no power to control the masses and cannot 
prevent people from going to the polls. Apart from the 
Islamists, the other parties have no popular base and so 
their decisions are most likely to be ignored by the 
public. The writer said that people are not inclined to 
listen to orders but would readily respond to political 
parties if they provided clear political, economic and 
social programmes to address the chronic problems 
facing the country. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad ¥. Majdoubeji 


Is the cynics’ vision of peace coming true? 


NOT LONG ago (though it seems ages ago now), when 
the peace process was in full swing (essentially during 
the short-lived Israeli Labour reign), cynics (and oppo- 
nents of peace) on the Arab side used to say (and we 
peace advocates — triumphant and confident then, heart- 
broken and disillusioned now — used to laugh at their 
line of thinking): Israel wants to bring Arafat and his fol- 
lowers to a small piece of Palestinian land with the inten- 
tion of making him and them their policemen. Their job, 
the cynics went on, is to help Israel control and eliminate 
what it calls “terrorists'’ and what it terms “violence. 1 ’ 
There will be no Palestinian homeland; what Israel is 
after is a trivial Palestinian entity whose sole job is to 
serve Israel’s needs, wants, wishes and whims. 
Gaza/Jericho is first and last 

Well. Arafat got more than Jericho and Gaza, a little 
more. But the way the Palestinian National Authority 
fPNA) is being treated by the Israeli government today 
brings the vision of the cynics (ludicrous though it may 
have seemed at one point) closer to sense and credibility 
than it has ever been. 

When the double suicide bombing took place in 
Jerusalem last week. Benyamin Netanyahu was quick to 
hold Arafat and the PNA directly responsible. How did 
he justify it? Well, he and the PNA, Netanyahu would 
say, have not done enough to curb and eliminate the “ter- 
rorists" and “perpetrators" of violence — conveniently 
forgetting that the attitude, actions and practices of the 
Israeli government itself as well as the provocative prac- 
tices of the settlers and extremists are directly responsi- 
ble for the creation, provocation, promotion and escala- 
tion of recent acts of violence, acts and practices which 
have forced us head on into one of the gloomiest and 
bloodiest eras of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Some of the old cynics among us (who have been wait- 
ing for such an opportunity to rub their point in and who 
have been thriving since the advent of the present Israeli 
government and the resulting disruption and stalemate in 
the peace process) were quick to make the best of the 
moment: Did not we tell you this? Did not we say that 
Oslo did not mean peace; it meant that Israel wanted 
someone to do the dirty job for it And who could do it 
better than the Palestinians? Look at what the Israeli pre- 
mier is saying. Has he not made it crystal clear that 


Arafat and the PNA are his policemen? Otherwise, what 
does he mean by telling them: “You have not done 
enough." 

Somewhat out of context, cruel and offensive though 
such discourse may seem, it is beginning to look attrac- 
tive and to cany weight. Is not this, after all, say the 
more intelligent cynics, what Netanyahu’s security theo- 
ry is all, has been all, about from the very beginning? 
You see, the cat is out of the bag, and it all fits. Since his 
coming to power, Netanyahu has been saying nothing 
but security. What does he mean by security? The secu- 
rity of Israel, of course. For the sake of Israel's security, 
Israel needs to keep (as the Israel premier said, with the 
loudest voice and the most dramatic tone possible, a few 
weeks ago) more than fifty per cent of the occupied 
Palestinian territory and all of Jerusalem- It also needs to 
build more settlements in Palestinian land, to destroy 
more Palestinian homes and to reduce the Palestinian 
homeland to a strip of territory the sole objective of 
whose governing body is the protection of Israel's secu- 
rity," and the sole preoccupation of its rulers is the elimi- 
nation of “terrorism” ana “violence.” Under such pecu- 
liar, perverse vision, Arafat and tbd* PNA are no more 
than soldiers (mercenary soldiers) in Israel’s police 
force. Very smart and very creative. 

The violence that has token place recently, the shed- 
ding of Palestinian and Israeli blood is tragic. What is 
more tragic, however, is the destruction of the hopes 
which we once pinned on the peace process, the gloom 
that is -beginning to prevail. Our worst nightmares are 
coming, nay have come, true. Thanks to the succession 
of recent developments (essentially since the advent of 
the Likud), the cynics, rejectionists and enemies of peace 
are rejoicing. They are having a good time making fim of 
us, of the hopes that once were. Where is the Middle East 
as an oasis of freedom, liberty, safety, cooperation, hon- 
ourable competition, equably, respect, civility, under- 
standing, love, living and letting live? Nay, where is 
mutual confidence and peace partnership? All seems to 
have vanished. 

We have, for a long time, felt that the enemies of peace 
are a small minority, that the majority will prevail. The 
advocates of peace, we have for a long time felt, far out- 
number those who want to subvert peace. As long as the 


cynics, rejectionists and enemies of peace are on the oat- 
side, the peace process is safe — slow, painful, compli- 
cated, but safe, healthy and eventually fruitful. Today 
we are not sure, not as confident as we used to. • 

For a long time, since the advent of the Ukud to power 
people have been trying to find an answer to the puzzling 
question of whether the Israeli premier, who is spear 
heading Israel’s present politics, is a lamb in a wolfs 
skin or a wolf in wolfs skin. Peace advocates have been 
hoping that the former would be true — Te., that 
Netanyahu wants peace but that he needs time to con- 
vince the hawks, the wolves, the extremists, the rejec- 
tionists and the war lords of the virtue and value of 
peace. 

The long succession of developments is strongly indi- 
cating (and we hope this will be proven wrong) that die 
latter, not the former, is true. The cat is out of the bag, 
again (as far as one can tell and as the cynics are con- 
stantly reminding us). Isn’t it? If this hypothesis turns 
out to be true (j.e., that die Israeli premier is a wolf in a 
wolfs skin), there is real bad news for all — Arabs and 
Israelis — for the peace process is in real danger. If he 
turns out to be what is being said about him, what die 
succession of present events is painting to and what his 
own rhetoric is suggesting, then the danger to peace lies 
in die fact that die rejectionists and enemies of peace are 
gnawing at and subverting the peace process from with- 


in. 


This is the real danger; this is the real tragedy. The only 
one at this point in time who can prove mis hypothesis 
wrong is no other than the Israeli premier himself. If he 
is bent on making peace (as he keeps repeating) and if he 
is keeping his side of the bargain (as he keeps insisting), 
then he has to show this to us in concrete steps, not in 
words. Take off your mask, and let us see what is under 
it Come out into the light of day. If you truly mean 
peace, then prove it This is the time to do it 
We hope the mediation efforts, especially as epito- 
mised in the Crown Prince’s visit to Israel and in the 
Israeli premier’s intended visit to Jordan and meeting 
with His Majesty die King, will bring about a true 
change of heart on part of the present Israeli government 
It is not too late to set the record straight and prove the 
sceptics and cynics wrong. 


Peace will take more than just saying ‘no’ to the terrorists 


By Flora Lewis 


PARIS — The double sui- 
cide explosion in 
Jerusalem's central mar- 
ket has been the worst 
setback to hopes for 
peace since the assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 
But for the last year the 
fading “peace process" 
has been more illusion 
than action. 

Whatever their real 
intentions may be, and 
they much mistrust each 
other, neither Benyamin 
Netanyahn nor Yasser 
Arafat any longer seems 
really capable of deliver- 
ing on the goal. Both have 
to worry about their 
extremists and try, one 
way or another, to placate 
them. 

But they only succeed 
in emboldening the 
intransigent and disheart- 
ening those who do 
understand that peace has 
to mean compromise. 

Once again, world lead- 
ers proclaim that the 
“enemies of peace” who 


deliberately use terrorism 
or provocation to make 
compromise impossible 
must not be allowed to 
win. Of course, but it isn't 
enough just to say “no,” 
and there have been no 


initiatives to counter 
them. 

Making what has 
become the conventional 
condemnation of the 
bombers, who took great 
care to inflict maximum 
casualties, Mr. Arafat said 
their act was also “bad for 
Palestinians." That is cer- 
tainly true. 

His own people are 
deeply disappointed with 
the meagre results he has 
brought them, not only 
because of the very limit- 
ed gains of autonomy but 
because of his own 


regime. 

Palestinian critics esti- 
mate that about half of the 
foreign aid intended to 
boost their barely existent 
economy has been 
siphoned off. They have 
called on him to fire his 
cabinet and start over. 

The press has been cen- 


sored, and one widely 
respected Palestinian 
journalist was arrested for 
broadcasting on a small, 
unofficial station the 
actual proceedings of the 
elected parliament He 
was released after an 
international protest, but 
there is no sense that the 
“Authority” as Israelis 
c^l what the Palestinians 
consider their govern- 
ment, is about to become 
democratic. Mr. Arafat 
has established half a 
dozen different police and 
security forces, responsi- 
ble to him but often more 
competitive than coordi- 
nated. to prevent the 
emergence of a rival 
power. 

It . is questionable 
whether he could, as Mr. 
Netanyahu demands, 
fully suppress the terror- 
ists, who have links with 
outside forces and a long 
experience of acquiring 
clandestine skills. That is 
the wages of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s 
(PLO) own history. 

It would probably 


require a repressive 
police state to the extent 
that most Palestinians 
would come to hate their 
regime as much as they 
hate the Israelis. That 
could not be the way to 
coexist peacefully. 

Mr. Netanyahu has done 
nothing to help the PLO 
encourage its own peace 
supporters. Closing off 
not only Israel proper, so 
that Palestinians cannot 
work there, but also tran- 
sit between Gaza and the 
various enclaves on the 
West Bank ensures eco- 
nomic doldrums. 

There has still been no 
advance on Israeli per- 
mission to open an airport 
and build a port at Gaza, 
needed for trade. That 
was to have been dis- 
cussed in the next round 
of negotiations, now can- 
celled, and no promises 
were made. 

Leak of an Israeli plan 
to include only some 30 
per cent of occupied terri- 
tory in a new proposal for 
a definitive solution 
diminished what hope 


existed that Mr. 
Netanyahu had any 
thought of ceding a viable 
state to the Palestinians. 
“They will have to lower 
their expectations,” a 
senior Israeli official, 
who was nonetheless a 
supporter of Mr. Rabin, 
said of the new plan. 
Building in Jerusalem 
only exacerbates' despair. 

When Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat sealed the 
Oslo agreement with a 
White House handshake, 
unleashing much eupho- 
ria, the question was 
asked whether the peace 
process had become irre- 
versible. The answer then 
was “yes and no.” It still 


is. 


Now peace looks far out 
of reach, but neither can 
the situation go back to 
where it was when the 
seven-year stone-throw- 
ing intifada was ended. 
Now the Palestinians also 
have arms. They cannot 
withdraw recognition of 
Israel, but they cannot be 
pacified without a real 
surge of hope. 


International Herald Tribune 


‘By distorting facts myth-mongers are endangering 
much more than just monetary union’ 


By Helmut Schmidt 


HAMBURG — In the 
debate over the common 
European currency, three 
myths are bandied about 
that confuse citizens and 
endanger what can be a 
decisive step towards the 
political integration of 
Europe. 

The criteria are rigid 
and the date of introduc- 
tion is flexible. Only 
those who have not read 
the Maastricht Treaty can 
think that. However con- 
fusing the treaty language 
in other areas, it is quite 
clear as to the date and 
deficit criteria for the 
common currency. The 
third stage of monetary 
union “shall start” on Jan. 
1. 1999, it says. And if a 
state does not meet the 
criteria, account will be 
taken of “all other rele- 
vant factors, including the 
medium-term economic 
and budgetary position" 
of states. 

The treaty thus says pre- 
cisely the opposite of 
what the mythmakers 
claim. The date is rigid 
but the deficit criteria are 
flexible. 

The euro will lack sta- 
bility. That would please 
some in the union, but 
others, in particular quite 
few inflation-fixated 


Germans, are frightened 
by such predictions. But 
the myth reflects a lack of 
understanding or a delib- 
erate distortion by those 
promulgating it. 

There are two aspects of 
currency stability: exter- 
nal, in relation to other 
currencies, and internal, 
in relation to inflation. It 
is important to look at 
both; 

The euro will be as sta- 
ble as any currency man- 
aged by an independent, 
inflation-conscious cen- 
tral bank. The new 
European central bank 
will be no less indepen- 
dent of political interfer- 
ence than the Bundesbank 
or the Banque de France. 
It will thus be well 
equipped to fight off 
inflationary pressures, if 
need be by raising interest 
rates. 

The bank is explicitly 
barred from providing 
credits to fund tne budget 
deficits of member states. 
If one of them spends 
more than it earns, it will 
have to borrow from the 
capital markets, and in 
case of excessive borrow- 
ing will have to pay high- 
er interest rates, thus pun- 
ishing itself. 

Because the new central 
bank will replace all the 
national central banks. 


including those which - 
currently do not have full 
independence, currency 
stability on the internal 
markets will increase, not 
decrease with the euro. 

The euro’s external sta- 
bility, vis-k-vis other 
major currencies, will be 
greater than the Deutsche 
mhrk’s has hitherto been, 
due to the great volume of 
thp new currency. 


German products became 
so expensive as to lose 
competitive edge. 

Germany’s high unem- 
ployment rate today is not 
least the result of that 
misguided policy. 

Stability neither implies 
nor requires the euro to 
suffer the same 
deplorable fate. 

It will be a hard curren- 
cy all right but not one 


“Nor is it likely that countries 

which fail to reach rigidly (and 
* 


wrongly ) interpreted deficit criteria 
by early 1998 will be more success- 
ful in two or three years 9 time. The 
pressure to achieve convergence 
would be lost What was hitherto a 
precise, disciplining objective 
would turn into a vague , non-com- 
mittal vision . 
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In the past three decades 
currencies have fluctuat- 
ed incessantly, with the 
mark’s rate o"f exchange, 
thanks to Bundesbank 
rigidity, being pushed up 
to the point where 


whose external value can 
be manipulated easily by 
speculators in the finan- 
cial markets or by politi- 
cal decisions in 
Washington or Tokyo. 

Europe is not ripe for 


the euro, so let’s postpone 
the date. This demand is 
based on- the two preced- 
ing myths. It would 
require amendment of a 
treaty formally ratified by 
all the union’s parlia- 
ments. No less important, 
it is a recipe for more cur- 
rency chaos and for more 
European unemployment. 

Postponing the entry 
date would remove ail 
control from governments 
and central banks and 
hand it over to interna- 
tional currency specula- 
tion. The result would be 
a hefty increase in the 
exchange rate of the 
Deutsche mark as well as 
heavy speculation, partic- 
ularly against Southern 
European currencies. 

Unemployment would 
increase everywhere in 
the Union, further under- 
mining Germany’s export 
competitiveness and, in 
the countries trying to 
fight erosion of their cur- 
rencies, pushing interest 
rates up and investment 
down. 

Nor is it likely that 
countries which fail to 
reach rigidly (and wrong- 
ly) interpreted deficit cri- 
teria by early 1998 will be 
more successful in two or 
three years’ time. The 
pressure to achieve con- 
vergence would be lost. 


What was hitherto a pre- 
cise, disciplining objec- 
tive would turn into a 
vague, non-committal 
vision. 

Postponement would 
amount to nothing less 
than abrogation of the 
Common European cur- 
rency. 

That would deal a possi- 
bly fatal blow to the great 
project of Europe’s inte- 
gration, the only concept 
in Europe’s long history 
of conflict which offers 
the prospect of common 
security and prosperity to 
all its countries. 

The European Union is 
still a very young ana 
fragile creature. It can be 
destroyed by national 
egotism' as well as by 
international upheavals- 
The move towards the 
common currency is so 
important because it will 
mak e, the union more 
immune to such a fate. 

Myth-mongers, beware, 
distorting the facts 
are endangenng 
more than just 
monetary union. 
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What is to be done? 
Clearly mumbles about 
renewing the peace 
process are no solution. 
There is no prospect of a 
breakthrough that would 
make a real difference. 
Oslo came after the frus- 
trations of the intifada on 
the Israeli 'side' 'and the 
Gulf war on : the 

Palestinian * side. What 
kind of major frustrations 
would it take to convince 
both sides to make a seri- 
ous try for peace again? 

The Unital States is the 
only outside power that 
still has some influence, 
but it is reluctant to use it. 
It would matter if the 
American Jewish com- 
munity urged President 
Bill Clinton to tell Prime 
.Minister Netanyahu that 
he, too, must make con- 
cessions. But the tenor- 
ism makes that all the 
more unlikely. And it set- 
tles nothing. The 
prospects are bleak. 
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The writer, German 
cellar from 1974 to 19S2‘ 
is now publisher of inf 
weekly Die Zeit. The art’ 
cle above is reptvuea 
from the International 

Herald Tribune. 
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: . ■ ■ ;; ; Society on the Move 

The ‘open door’ policy - a morale booster 


It is no secret that Naomi Sukkar commands respect from 
aO 55/ cabin crew personnel of Roval Jordanian, That, 
we all know, is certainly no small achievement. The 
assistant vice president of Inflight Services for the 
national airline Has reached retirement and is off to the 
UK. today for a long deserved holiday. Mrs. Sukkar. 
who hails from North Wales, worked for five other air- 
lines before site came to Jordan in 1 965 to join the fledg- 
ling new ranks of Alia, as RJ was then called. She later 
married, had a family and left the airline. Three years 
ago management brought her back to take charge of the 
front-line staff that play a major role in guaranteeing RJ 
passengers' security and comfort on board the airline !r 
flights. Mrs. Sukkar & “open-door" policy helped lift 
the morale of the cabin crew, which when she returned 
was said to ht at an all-time law. Her strategy was to 
keep communicating with die. entire team in large meet- 
ings down to one-to-one personal exchanges, because 
with years of experience she knew full well the gamut of 
problems faced by inflight crew, front emergency land- 
ings to the passenger from hell. The result was a more 
dedicated staff of cabin crew who knew their sugges- 
tions, plaints ana opinions would be considered because 
Mrs. Sukkar was “working for them . " At a surprise pre- 
sentation lass week, Mrs. Sukkar was applauded by her 
staff who ni a letter to her said, that above all, this AVP 
gave the cabin crew self-esteem.. RJ President Nader 
Dahabi paid tribute to Mrs. Sukkar as well, praising her 
energy, productiveness, steadfastness and perseverance. 
RJ Management has not yet named a successor to Mrs. 
Sukkar , ; and in the meantime, her deputy. Mahmoud 
Zereini, who tyos director of Standards and Practices at 
the Inflight Department, has been named acting AVP. 

HONEST ABU: RJ applauded another of its ranks 
last week when Minister of Tourism Ake l BiUaji hon- 
oured Nidal Abu Sarah far his on-the-job integrity. Mr. 
Abu Sarah, an RJ employee at Queen Alia International 
Airport, found and delivered to the authorities a large 
amount of cash in U.S. currency left behind inadvertent- 
ly by a Libyan passenger. Every so often, we hear of an 
airline passenger who has misplaced important docu- 
ments, cash and credit cards, and just as often the story 
ends, as it should, with the discovery and return of thqse 
items by RJ or other QAIA personnel. 

+*#+ • 


TA-TA TORONTO: Expectations of RJ closures of 
certain routes brought u tuwrly frantic letter to the edi- 
tors tf both Al Ru 'i tuid the Jordan Times from Hunt 
Armoush Burghouti, u resident of Toronto. Canada. A I 
Ra V chose to print Mr. Burghouti s letter which said that 
the closure of RJ Toronto would be a tragedy for many 
Jordanians living in Cunada. Well RJ Public Relations 
Executive Assistant Munib Toukan responded saying RJ 
was looking seriously or its sources of profits and losses. 

and determined that Canada was excess baggage. The 
closures of lines are expected to be few but significant 
enough to help cut costs. So Mr. Barghouti and his fel- 
low passengers Amman-bound from Canada will just 
have to go the distam'e to either RJ’s Chicago or New 
York stations if they warn to continue to fly with the 
crown, 

«**» 

ON THE MARK: News, again in the airline indus- 
try, is that a new inuntiger of British Airways in Amman 
hits been appointed. He is Mark Hudson, who officially 
starts his job today. Mr. Hudson has actually been in 
Jordan for the last year working as training director in 
the BA sales department. British Airways was the sec- 
ond foreign airline to resume flights to Jordan after sev- 
eral airlines halted their routes to Amman following the 
Gulf War. KLM returned first. Mr. Hudson succeeds 
Fiona Hamilton, wfuj after two years in Jordan heads for 
the Czech Republic to be come BA Manager in Prague. 

**** 

WAKE UP CALL: Turning to the tourism buiustry, it 
has been nearly JO years since the Jordanian Hotel 
Association ran an election for a president. Sources tell 
us that elections should have been held every three 
years, hut that the overseeing ministry let procedures fall 
between the cracks. Anyway, lust Monday it was a race 
between Dr. Nazih Dabbas, general manager of the 
Gateway Hotel near the Queen Alia International 
Airport and Michel Nazal of the famous Nazal family, 
said to be the originators of tourist facilities in the 
Kingdom. Mr. Nazal, who was the incumbent president, 
kept his seat and an eight-member board was elected. 
Reports that the bailie was between two camps, the pri- 
vate sector interests vs. the hotels of public sector, were 
deemed nonsense as both presidential contenders had 
supporters from the private sector, besides the fact that 
most public sector hotels are going commercial. The 


question now. say hospitality industry watchers, is with 
all the hotels sprouting up around the Kingdom, whether 
Mr. Nazal will have what it takes to liven things up at the 
association. 

***« 

CAMERA BUFFS LISTEN UP: UNESCO. AGFA 
and Lufthansa are organising a photo competition to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the 
Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 
Here in Jordan, two sites are listed among the 506 sites 
on the World Heritage List. They are the ancient city of 
Petra and the Qasr Amra. the hunting bulge of the 
caliphs of the Umayyad period. Organisers say of the 
550 prizes to be give away to the winners, the grand 
prize is a round-the-world trip for two with visits to the 
cultural capitals on three continents. They also expect 
an influx of professional and amateur photographers 
searching fur the right light in the Petra and Qasr Amra 
environs. The deadline for entry to the contest is 
October 1. Details may he obtained from Dr. 
Abdulqader Atrash. director of the United Nations 
Educational. Social and Cultural Organisation in 
Amman and from Futeh Heel, the AGFA representative 
in Amman and at AGFA sales offices in major five-star 
hotels. 

***« 

DISPLAY IN LA.. The Arub-American Press Club, 
bused in Los Angeles, is hosting its first annual “ Arub- 
American Book Fair at the University of California 
(UCLA) on October 2. Exhibits will displav books and 
publications in English on the Arab World on various 
topics, and activities will include a pane l discussion with 
renown American and Arab writers and publishers. 
Guild President Joseph Haiek is urging interest 
Jordanian and other Arab publishers and distributors of 
English books on the Arab World to participate in the 
fair. The Arab-American Press Guild was founded in 
1985 to serve Arab-American journalists, coordinate 
press related information with the Arab press, and assist 
the Arab American community in its press and media 
needs. For information contact the guild at Fax (818) 
246-1936: E-mail: newscirc@pacbell.net or write to 
P.0. Box 29 1250, Los Angeles, CA 90028, U.SA. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Music is all Greek to the nightclubbers of Athens 


By Catherine Boitard 
Agence France Presse 
ATHENS — Rock, rap or 
Techno music are a thing of 
the past in the nightclubs of 
Athens, Salonika and 
Mykonos; if it’s not Greek 
no one wants to know. 

“If all began about five 
years ago, when di^c -jock- 
eys of the fashionable night- 
spots began programming 
ten minutes of local num- 
bers,” said Nikos Tsalakos, 
editor of Alhinorama, the 
main guide to Gr£ek night- 
life. 


“The customers liked it, 
the ten minutes were exten- 
ded, and now Greek music 
dominates.” 

This summer bars and dis- 
cos specialising in Greek 
music are the in-place to be. 
Their collective name of 
Hetlinadaka used almost to 
be an insult, but now fea- 
tures strongly in advertis- 
ing, and even the major rock 
and roll centres of Athens 
are providing facilities. 

At spots like the Kinito in 
Athens or the Varcladiko in 
the port of Mykonos thou- 


sands of youngsters cram 
themselves in well after 
midnight to be deafened by 
a mixture of the hits of 
Greek composer Mikis 
Theodorakis and the latest 
“Graeco-pop” numbers of 
popular singers Anna Vissi, 
Kaity Garbi and Notis 
Sfakianikis. 

In miniskirts and minute 
psychedelic tops, girls per- ■ 
form a local belly-dance 
called the Tsifteteli on the 
tables or whirl the boys 
round in a traditional syrto. 

Choruses are belted out by 


the whole audience in this 
bizarre cross between a rave 
party and a village folk fes- 
tival. Haris Kalogeropoulos. 
a well-known chronicler of 
the local nightclub scene, 
says the new fashion has 
liberated the Greeks, remo- 
ving any guilt about going 
out on the town. 

The relatively new phe- 
nomenon of nightdubbing, 
imported from Western Eu- 
rope in the 1970's, is con- 
sidered respectable if mixed 
with national culnfre. 

Efi Bourou, disc-jockey at 


the radio, the first Athenian 
bar to go 100 percent Greek 
three years ago, says there is 
also a desire to affirm natio- 
nal identity, amid all the 
upheavals in the Balkan 
countries to the north. 

“We need to enjoy our- 
selves and let our hair down 
in a purely Greek fashion, 
which allows us to express 
our emotions best,” Bourou 
said, while admitting that 
Greek youth are a bit of an 
anomaly in Europe in this 
respect. 

According to the- local 


affiliate of Sony Music, the 
Hellinadika Phenomenon 
has also had an affect on 
record sales. The local re- 
pertoire has always done 
well, accounting for 56 per 
cent of sales in 1995, more 
even than Britain’s 51 per 
cent 

But now the market share 
is nudging 65 per cent, and 
the Phenomenon is also 
reflected on the radio. A 
number of stations have 
sprung up broadcasting only 
Greek music, and attract 
record audiences. 


Choosing a spot to tie the knot 


By Midge Gillies 

THERE IS now so much 
choice about where to get 
married that picking the 
right venue can seem as 
bewildering as finding the 
right person to marry. 

Couples can tie the knot in 
places ranging from a stately 
home or castle, on a Carib- 
bean beach or in a plain, old- 
fashioned register office or 
church. This increased 
choice is due to the 1994 
Marriage Act, which gave 
local authorities in England 
and Wales the power to 
license premises other than 
register offices to hold non- 
religious weddings. 

Since the law came into 
force in April 1995 nearly 
1500 buildings have been 
approved. More than 800 of 
these are hotels, about 80 
are council-owned build- 
ings such as town halls, 42 
are stately homes and the 
rest are a mixture of the 
bizarre and the exotic. 

Ships (they have to be 
moored), caves. a zoo, foot- 
ball grounds and nightclubs 
are among the most unusu- 
al. . 

A licensed venue is ideal 
for anyone who doesn’t 
warn to marry in a church, 
but stUl wants their Big Day 
to fed special 

It can also be a good 
option if you’ve been mar- 
ried before and want to 
make sure the event feels 
different Although the cere- 


mony is essentially the same 
as a register office wedding, 
there is more lime to stamp 
your mark on it by introduc- 
ing (non-religious) music 
and readings. 

Ease the strain 

The new venues can also 
help ease the strain of get- 
ting married. If, like most 
people, you hold the cere- 
mony and reception at the 
same place you won’t have 
to worry about losing guests 
in between. 

The first question you 
should ask when you visit 
your potential wedding 
venue is where you will 
exchange vows:- Don’t 
assume that this will take 
place in the room with the 
hotel's best ‘view over a 
river, or a castle's best view 
over a river, or a castle T s 
sumptuous banqueting hall 
— it could well be in some- 
thing resembling a broom 
cupboard. 

Ask which other parts of 
the building will be avail- 
able on the day. It is impor- 
tant that the' room where 
you let your hair down 
afterwards has a different 
atmosphere from' the one 
where you exchange solemn 
vows. 

The steps of . a dramatic, 
sweeping staircase could be 
used for the speeches (as in 
Four Weddings And A 
Funeral), or yoo could serve 
drinks in an intimate -oak- 


panelled room before the 
ceremony begins. 

Make sure the budding fils 
in with the style of wedding 
dress. A mediaeval castle 
could be the perfect setting if 
you plan to wear a Maid 
Marian style gown, but a 
Victorian battleship may be a 
bit cramped for a huge 
meringue wedding frock. 

One mother-of-the- bride 
only allowed the marriage 
to take place in a Georgian 
stately home after the door 
to the wedding room was 
measured to make sure that 
she and her extravagant hat 
could squeeze through iL 

The day will also be 
reflected in where your offi- 
cial photos ore taken. Some 
football grounds allow the 
players’ entrance to become 
a tunnel of love and couples 
to be pictured on the hal- 
lowed turf. Several stately 
homes have lakes, statues 
and ornate doors that all 
make stunning backdrops. 

When you get maried also 
varies from venue to venue. 
Some are . open ar times, 
such as bank holidays, when 
register offices are closed. 
Others are governed by their 
main activity: Tf you choose 
a football club or race track 
a wedding on a particular 
Saturday may be a non-run- 
ner. Some schools which 
have wedding licences only 
use them outside term time. 

Even if you're not com- 
peting with a major sporting 
fixture, you should make 


sure you know what else 
will be happening on the 
day — especially if you’re 
marrying at a tourist attrac- 
tion. 

Most couples wouldn't 
want to share the limelight 
with a vintage car rally, or 
find their guests lost in a 
recreation of a Civil War 
battle scene. 

Unless you’ve taken over 
the whole site for the day. 
you should also consider the 
“ogle factor." If the venue is 
open to the public you could 
well become a tourist attrac- 
tion — which some blush- 
ing brides may not enjoy. 

You should also beware of 
the hidden costs involved in 
some venues. Ask if 


you’re liable for damages 
— especially if the building 
is crammed full of priceless 
artifacts. If your best friend 
smashes a Ming vase in her 
desperation to catch the 
bride's bouquet you could 
be left with a bill you'll still 
be paying off at your golden 
wedding. 

Some hotels will insist 
you take over the whole 
building, or hold the wed- 
ding mid-week because — 
so they argue — a raucous 
wedding group can spoil the 
fun for other customers. 
This needn't be all bad, 
though, as you can usually 
secure a good B&B rate for 
your guests. 

Although most hotels 


should be fully equipped for 
the needs of the average 
wedding, more unusual 
venues often- have more 
atmosphere than power 
points. A disco may not be 
feasible, or allowed, in an 
early Tudor hall — although 
its spacious grounds will 
offer plenty of room for 
carparking and- your depar- 
ture by balloon or helicopter. 

When you’ve decided on 
the venue make sure the 
main points: Where, when 
and bow much are con- 
firmed in writing. As your 
marriage certificate will 
show, things look much 
more official when they're 
written down — London 
Press Service. 



THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a dif- 
ferent drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however, measured or far 
away 

— Henry David Tboreau (1817-1862). 

1 suppose it can be truthftilly said that hope is the only universal liar who never loses 
his reputation for veracity 

— Robert G. Ingersoll, Amerdan lawyer, politician (1833-1899). 

If you can talk brilliantly about a problem, it can create the consoling illusion that it 
has been mastered 

— Stanley Kubrick, American movie director (1928-). 

Know the true value of time — snatch, seize and enjoy every moment Of it 

— Lord Chesterfield, English statesman (1694-1773). 



this m the question! 


WITH THE establishment of numerous educational institutions, 
il is evident that Jordan will become a regional educational cen- 
tre, just like the building of so many hospitals turned us into the 
emergency ward of the Middle East. Why lie? We’ve always 
been the ambulance complete with shrieking sirens, emergency 
room and the 1CU too! 

Bui what is it that we would teach dial we are belter at than all 
others? How could we insure lhai we will not face fierce com- 
petition from other educational centres in the region and world- 
wide? In other words, whatever we should teach, we’d better be 
authorities on. 

Even though 1 could think of a few sciences we have mastered 
including but not limited to calorie free rhetoric, all digestible 
matter, how to survive on fantasy alone, thirst building bever- 
ages. American conspiracy asserting. Lebanese TV vegetating, 
the art of teaching one’s wife a lesson, and slipping ‘where are 
your papers' police road traps, one science we've achieved a 
doctorate at, and which could turn out to be our roost longed for 
oil field, is the science of refuging. 

Over the years not lacking in romantic action, we have 
become experts on everything that has to do w ith refugees. Not 
only can we receive them, philosophise about them, handle 
them, pal them on the back or head, cater to their needs and 
export them all over the world, but we also so genuinely relate 
to them that il has become very difficult to determine who is a 
refugee in this country and who is not, if it weren’t for a few 
ounces of ‘state of mind* and 49 kilos of unexplainable urge to 
pack-up and leave, similar to that depicted in the American 
movie which established the timeless slogan ‘E.T. Go Home’ 
said with the finger pointed upwards. 

Actually, if it wasn’t for our genius successive governments 
which never recognised refugees as aliens, yet kepi good docu- 
mentation. and the question of ‘where is your city of origin’ 
coupled with ‘what’s your mother’s name' (which is equivalent 
to the Social Security Number system in the states). Israel 
wouldn’t know how to take back the dispossessed or pay them 
compensation. Coming to think about it, Israel should be pay- 
ing us compensation for keeping our records straight, which we 
can claim has bloated our bureaucracy. 

Refuging, as a total science, could open up opportunities for 
all Jordanian industries including falafel shops. Not only can we 
teach it academically at uni vers i tics or through simple crash 
cornscs in ‘leadership’ offered by our diplomacy institutes, we 
can also offer practical refuging services to both the countries 
creating refugees and the refugees themselves. 

First of all, we can take any country that plans to occupy any 
other country, or parts thereof, through a step-by-step ’bow to do 
it riph ’ walk in return for cash or solid promises and good inten- 
tion ■ en though we do not have the experience of creating 
refiii-.vs ourselves, we can prove to our customers that we have 
lean ■ .» from the experiences of others without a drop of sweat. 

If we model our consultation services after Israeli, 
Serb/Croatian, Kuwaiti or United Nations Sanctions Committee 
styles, we can offer a money back guarantee on results. 

At the same time, we would horizontally offer our hospitality 
sen 1 ices to the refugees themselves on a short, medium and long 
term basis, where not only will we assure them that UNRWA 
will start them off in business with bales of sugar and rice, but 
we can also teach them how to be good refugees, or be shipped 
to Lebanon. 

To insure that our customers don’t fed patronised, we can 
appoint our own refugees as their teachers and designate the 
Passport Department in JabaJ Amman, where refugees can line 
up for travel documents issued the same day, as on instructors 
hiring outlet, which will make the old and new feel equal in 
rights and duties, whatever their origins may be. If this is too 
complicated to follow, it is because it pertains to equality, a 
notion that could not be achieved in the socialist bloc of Jeans 
seekers or modern day America, but we managed to do it here! 

Back to our innovative economical development programme 
that will raise our standard of living while allowing the whole 
world to feel sorry for us. Since UNRWA is in financial trouble, 
we can invest into our future by purchasing the relief agency as 
is; complete with all the fancy cars driving around towns in blue 
licence plates. Coming to think about it, Ihe U.N. may give us 
UNRWA for free or pay us well to take it over! 

Why not? This would put our foot in many Third World coun- 
tries, bestow on our business international credibility, and by 
owning a chunk of the U.N., allow the U.S. to veto our decisions 
right and left, which in mm will make us popular in Cuba. China 
and France. 

I know, you're probably thinking ‘as if we need to own a 
chunk of the U.N. to achieve that!', but at least we will now be 
able to blame it on collateral. 

To market our services worldwide, we will need a motto that 
is better than that of Royal Jordanian, and proof of my theory is 
that most Jordanians can’t recall their motto, mind you foreign- 
ers! Without, getting into an argument on whether our national 
airline is a business or charily, I suggest the following motto that 
would ring a bell with people 1 of all levels of education; 
‘Organised Refuging Is Not A Crime, Whatever Your Religion 
Is.' 

To solve RJ’s financial problems, since we’ve figured a way 
out for UNRWA, they can capitalise on our project by changing 
their motto to read: ‘Aboard RJ, Refugees Go Home' or equiv- 
alently, ‘When You Fly With Us, You Are Automatically 
Compensated.' 

What remains to be figured out is if Netanyahu knocks our 
door os u customer., would it be considered a form of normali- 
sation to do business with Likud Incorporated? 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 


PERSONAL COMPUTING takes ail its interest from the 
moment one adopts the machine to perform a given task or 
a set of tasks* AND completely discards the old manual 
ways. This means for example that if you decide to bal- 
ance your checkbook using a PC spreadsheet programme, 
you should also give up die paperwork you used to do 
before for that purpose. Many people, afraid of making 
mistakes white using computers, or afraid of losing the 
data inside the machine, maintain the manual work in par- 
allel with the computerised one. This, of course, is non- 
sense. 

Operating a PC without fully misting it is a contradiction 
in itself. Yet it is the case of many a user. What are die rea- 
sons behind such a negative altitude? Why is it ridiculous 
to trust the machine only “partially”? 

To doubt the absolute reliability of a PC system may be 
understandable. Technically speaking, any piece of hard- 
ware can and will let you down one day or another. Be it 
the failure of one of its components (hard disk, processor, 
etc.) or a fault caused by the electrical current, any com- 
puter runs under such a permanent threat Though modem 
systems are infinitely more reliable than early PCs and 
have become more tolerant to power imperfections and 
fluctuations, the danger stijl exists. 

There are two easy, inexpensive remedies to this sort of 
threats. The first is the installation of an UPS, a batteiy- fit- 
ted power supply device that ensures virtually perfect pro- 
tection against power problems and failures. The second is 
the making of back up copies of erne’s sensitive, important 
files, on regular basis. These two solutions alone should 
give any user, whether at home or in the office, peace of 
mind about his data. 

Another cause of concern among users is the lack of 
knowledge in operating the programmes. For being unsure 


Trust me 

Eli3S 




of how to manipulate a given piece of software, some 
users develop an understandable fear of making errors and 
therefore ending with wrong or corrupt data. Again the 
cure is amazingly simple — learn software well before 
you use iL 

Once the above three elements are taken care of — the 
UPS, backing up your ‘data and knowing your software 
well — there is no reason whatsoever Dot to trust a PC 
completely. I have often heard people complain that using 
computers can be a waste of time. Well, if they stiJJ main- 
tain the old manual system in addition to the computerised 
one, I totally agree: One of the systems is redundant! 
Guess which one! 

All those who for fear of losing or damaging their data 
lose sleep over it, or maintain an additional manual system 
should make a bold decision, give up computers for good 
or tackle the problem as described above. Wasting one’s 
time over two systems is a sad situation. True computing 
consists of doing’ your work with PCs, exclusively. It’s 
only when you forget about the manual system and depend 
entirely on the machines that you feel their power and ail 
the advantages they can bring. For that you have to rely on 
them, unconditionally, or go back to the Stone Age. 
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Joking all the way to the top 



By Samer Ghaieb Bagaeen 


IN THESE changing times, personal 'popularity scoring 
assessment systems for university lecturers are a part of 
the new order of business at our universities. Student feed- 
back has become an important part of teaching, and popu- 
larity has become an inherent objective of lecturing. 

But the thought that the objectionable student at the back 
of the class who has been asking awkward and discourte- 
ous questions throughout ihe term is going to sit down 
sometime before the end of the course and write abusive 
and insulting remarks on a teacher's efforts, can also be a 
cause of some concern, particularly if such comments are 
going to be read out at a meeting of the Departmental 
Teaching Committee. 

Experience tells us dial some student comments can be 
quite blunt and rude. One which I particularly recall is that 
“Professor X serves no useful purpose on this planet” 

In- light of all this, staff development seminars around 
the world have tended to settle around the use of humour 
so that lecturers can become more popular. 

One key to humour in lectures is, of course, to relate it 
to the subject matter in hand. But another line of humour 
which many lecturers use, and one which students partic- 
ularly enjoy, is the abuse of colleagues, especially when 
the staff member concerned is unpopular. 

A simple comment that a young-looking colleague is 










“only 18” goes down well, as does the joke that an ol 
colleague who is 83 years old has been so for 20 yea ra. 

The point to all this is that lecturers have to make stu^ 
dents laugh as well as teach them. I still remember 
lecture early in the morning at the beginning of the week 
in an old building which everyone hated. I remember it 
because tbe teacher always told a major joke in the middle 
of the lecture, and it is these jokes that form my major rec- 
ollections of that {articular course. .: T 

If it is not a rule, then it should be. but I think that a joke 
some 35 minutes into a 50 minute lecture where most of 
the class are asleep, and where even the smart ones at the 
front have been looking at their watches, can save the day. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqair 


HOWLERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


— He thinks he is the very apex of creation. 
Actually, he’s tbe ex-ape. 


SPORT 


— Whoever first said “Love thy neighbour” never had 
one like him. 


1 — He’s the type you'd like to run into sometime — when 
you're driving and he's walking. 


— Some people are born great, some become great — he 
l just grates. 


— He has a dual personality — Dr. Heckle and Mr. 
Snide. 


• HERE is a quiz about sports nicknames from arc 
the world. The object of the game is to read the nickn 
then give the actual name of die player. 

Sure, the rules are easy. But let's see how many 
know before you go dubbing me DIZZY DON! 


— He’s a square shooter — one of those squares you’d 
love to shoot. 


— If he ever needs a friend, he’ll have to get a dog. 


JOKES 


JF 




1. Galloping Ghost. 

2. Georgia Peach. 

3. P QL 

4. The Iron Horse. 

5. The Up. 

6. Hie Four Horsemen. 

7. The Norwegian Doll. 

8. Joltin’ Joe. 

9. Wild Bull of the Pampas. 

10. The Manassa Mauler. 


- 
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WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES? 


• TEACHER: “Jimmy, why don’t you wash your face? 
I can see whafyou had for breakfast this morning. 


JIMMY: “What was it?” 

TEACHER: “Eggs " 

JIMMY: “Wrong, sir, that was yesterday." 


• PISCES: Travelling, especially by sea. Photography. 
Constructing and using wireless apparatus. Making appa- 1 
ratus involving the principles of electricity. The drama, 
ranging from theatre-going to amateur theatricals. Girls 
are interested in various arts and crafts. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** I must write a letter to my friend. 

Yajib an aktob nssalah ela sadeeqi 


** This letter is urgent and important. 

Haathehi nssalah musta’jalah wa-haammah. 


Dear Professor 


Ustazi al-aziz. 


■ ARIES: Travelling, touring, especially by car and on 
foot Anything connected with motor-cars. Sight-seeing. 
Making things. Girls are interested in a variety of arts and 
crafts. 


** Dear Madam. 


Sayyedati al-azizah. 


** My dear wife. 


Zawjati al-azizah. 


** With hope and respect, I write this to you. 

Ma’a eh ti rami wa-ashami, aktob elayak haathehi ar- 

rissalah. 


PUZZLES 


** Your letter gave me great pleasure. 

Rissalatok ass’adatni kathiran. 


(A) Find the words which mean the same as the words 
inside the brackets: 


** My most sincere congratulations. 

Ma’a akhlass at-tahani. 


+* Much Jove from me. 


N + (exit) = (female) 


Hobbi laka kathiran. 


** Please let me know by the return mail. 

Arjou an tofeedani be’awdatil bareed. 


** I sent the letter by air mail. 

Arsalt ar-dssalah bil-bareed al-jaw’wL 


(B) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER: 


** Registered letter. 


Rissalah musajjalah. 
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Rupert Everett — The leading man du jour talks about being gay 
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Rupert Everett and Julia Roberts in the film My Best Friend's Wedding 


By Mark Kennedy 
Hie As&kruurti Press 
NEW YORK - Rupert 
Everett give* lu% entree a 
puzzled look, het'ore usinc a 
fork to p*>ke the heap \ it 
vegetables obscuring his 
salmon. 

“Excuse me, f*m really 
st>ny ," he finally says to the 
waitress in his clipped Bri- 
tish accent. "Do you happen 
in have this without the stuff 
on u*p of it?" 

Flustered, die waitress can 
only stare at the 38-ycar-old 
actor with the matinee- idol 
looks whose six-foot-plus 
(more than I.fi metres tail), 
gym-sculpted body is 
crammed into the chic eate- 
ry's w indow seat. 

Everett is in no mood for 
camouflage this afternoon. 
Hie Scottish-born actor is 
doing one of the things lie 
enjoys least of all. which is 
talking about being gay in 
Hollywood. 

"Even talking about ii.Tm 
putting more nails into my 
coffin.” he says, sighing. 
"The more I talk about it. the 
more an issue it becomes and 
it grows and grows." 

. Yes, but so does his acting 
reputation. Critics have 
gone hoarse cheering Eve- 
rett's performance as Julia 
Roberts' dapper and spiritu 
id soul mate. George, in My 
Best Friend's Wedding. 

Everett's film-stealing 
portrayal of u multidimen- 
sional gay man is lively, 
spontaneous. brilliantly 
timed stuff. After his 20- 
minute. midpicture spin, 
he's gone until the end, and 
his sudden absence depletes 
the movie of its juice. 

With his brooding, gigolo 
good looks and refined, Eu- 


ropean air. Everett has been 
duhhed the new Gram — 
part Czry. pari Hugh. But ts 
Hollywood ready for its 
next chick-smooching ro- 
mantic lead to be gay? 

“You go sec a film star not 
just because of what you 
hear about their perfor- 
mance, but because you're 
buying into their lifestyle,” 
Everett says. "Everything's 
about lifestyles now. So 
we're all forced to put our 
cards on the table.” 

Everett tossed his own 
cards face-up after coming 
out in 1989. Happily, there 
was no shock over here. He 
is. after all. British. And 
that's odd enough. 

“Look how everyone was 
absolutely certain that Hugh 
Grant was with a transsexu- 
al and not with a woman," 
he says, laughing. “They 
were really disappointed 
when he wasn’t. Americans 
think we’re alt queer.” 

AJ1 kidding aside. Everett 
would rather keep his person- 
al life private. Yeah, right. 

"I must say, it’s kind of 
fateful for any actor to have 
any type of sexuality. The 
sexuality of an actor should 
be absolutely what the audi- 
ence wants it to be.” he says. 
“And in an ideal world, no 
actor would be divulging 
their sexuality because the 
audience should be able to 
make of it what they want. 

"But we live in a world 
that’s political and actors are 
looked up to ro set a proper 
example ” he adds, his voice 
deepening. “It's just another 
one of die really sick things 
about the world." 

A shadow falls over Eve- 
rett’s already polity, chi- 
selled features. 


"So my tesj i< going to be, 
are people going to find ine 
appealing as a homosexual 
man? Will there be a prob- 
lem when they see me mak- 
ing oiii with a girl?" he asks. 
“Who knows? 1 don’t know. 
Maybe Maybe not. It de- 
pends.' 

Ah. the predicament. Or. as 
his wonderfully drawn 
George would say: "The mi- 
sery the exquisite traced). 
The Susan Hayward of it 
all." Bur even if Everett is 
pigeonholed with homosex- 
ual roles, he won’t complain. 

"If l have to just plav gay. 
I'm not unhappy about th.it 
either." he says. "I don't have 
a problem playing a range of 
gay characters, if that's what 
i have to do. 1 don't find dial 
msulung. I don’t find dial 
limiting. You have iu accept 
what people feel." 

The plump pillow of 
Everett’s lower lip curls into 
a smile. “Surprise, middle 
America noi all gay people 
are the same." 

Hollywood's already call- 
ing. Hot on the successful 
heels of My Best Friend’s 
Wedding. Everett and Ro- 
berts will be reunited in the 
planned comedy Martha And 
Anhur. playing movie stars 
stuck in a marriage of conve- 
nience alter Everett's charac- 
ter privately reveals he’s gay. 

Meanwhile. Trislar Pic- 
tures snapped up Everett's 
pilch to become movie- 
dom's first openly homo- 
sexual British intelligence 
agent, in the action picture 
titled. P .S. 1 Love You. a 
kind of gay 007. 

“I Ihink I’ve sol quite a 
good window of opportuni- 
ty” he says of his back-to- 
back deals, “ft depends 


what I do with it.'* 

As Everett knows well, that 
window closes quickly. 
Shortly after making a stun- 
ning debut in 19S4\ .Ano- 
ther Country. the actor leaped 
across the wean only to dis- 
cover that hubhlcgum. all- 
American fare like Sl Elmo's 
Fire and The Break-fast Club 
ruled die box offices. 

"It was the period when 
films were very clean" he 
recalls. "There were no im- 
port possibilities for a tall 
European like me." 

Frustrated with Margaret 
Thatcher's Britain and 
hounded by a “pitiless" 
English press which sniffed 
a new. bad -boy target. 
Everett wandered through 
Europe, making small inde- 
pendent films and practicing 
his stagecraft. 

They’re a gypsy race. 
They go where the work is 
and there’s never been much 
work in England. They're 
treated very badly." he -says. 

Back home, the gossip 
columns declared him rude, 
arrogant, spoiled. Rumours 
swirled that Everett had drift- 
ed into prostitution. One 
tabloid headline screamed: 
"Rupert is gay junkie shock." 

"You’re a joke as soon as 
you're ripe." he says rueful-- 
ly. “I was fairly Brattish, 
But not that Brattish. It 
turned my head about being 
a .star.” 

Some of thaL frustration 
made its way into the first of 
Everett's two novels. Hello 
Darling. Are You Working? 
— the semi-autobiographi- 
cal story of a male hustler 
who becomes famous in an 
American soap opera, only 
to emerge as u celebrity 
prostitute when his show is 


cancelled. 

(The London Sunday 
Times, true to form, des- 
cribed the 1992 book as 
“mucus between covers") 

Everett denies his book 
was critical of Hollywood: 
“It drew a parallel between 
an actor and a prostitute — 
both jobs which people find 
attractive. We are all prosti- 
tutes in the end. But people 
don't like having a mirror 
held up to themselves." 

Then, as the 1990s pro- 
gressed, something wonder- 
ful happened: Merchant- 
Ivory Films scored at the 
box office. Jane Austen cos- 
tume dramas became hip. 
The Brits were hot. 

Reinvigoraied. Everett 
tackled a collage of character 
roles — portraying the chin- 
less Lord Rutledge opposite 
a'chimp in Dustin Checks In, 
the languid Prince of Wales 
ih The Madness Of George 
111 and a loutish son in 
Ready To Wear, where he 
forged a friendship with 
Julia Roberts. 

Although the initial role of 
George in Wedding was 
much smaller. Roberts prod- 
ded director P J. Hogan to 
increase Everett’s screen 
time, adding scenes to 
showcase his comic liming. 

“I think the whole secret 
of any role is just a light- 
ness -of- touch. Thai’s a very 
difficult thing to do if, say. 
this was your first film. It’s 
hard if you haven't got the 
knack of it.” 

.And with that, Everett strides 
out into the sunsplashed after- 
noon and towards a waiting 
black limo — star treatment 
for a star- in- waiting. 

“I can do this effortlessly." 
he laughs. 


Can’t buy me success — What became of the Beatle babies 


By Sarah Vincent 

STELLA McCartney's 
appointment as head design- 
er at the fashion house of 
Chloe is a terrific endorse- 
ment of the 25-year-old’s 
ability and talent. 

With a father who is one 
of the four most famous pop 
stars of all time, it would 
have been tempting for 
Stella ro have basked in his 
glory and lived on his 
immense wealth. 

But she has completed the 
rigorous training to become 
a designer, graduating from 
Central Sl Martin’s School 
of Art in London two years 
ago and working at her own 
label ever since. 

Now she will either sink 
or swim in a cut-throat 
world where being Sir Paul 
McCartney’s daughter is 
sure to attract backbiters. 

Life has never been easy 
for the nine children of the 
Fab Four. Stella has carved 
out a brand new career out 
for herself, but what about 
the others? 

•MARY MCCARTNEY, 
26, is the oldest of Sir Paul's 
children. Given as normal a 
childhood as possible, the 
McCartneys were sent to the 
local state junior school in 


St., John’s Wood, North 
London. 

Mary went on to state sec- 
ondary school in Rye. and 
has since had a structured 
career in photography and 
music publishing, beginning 
on a. modest. £6,000 year 
as picture editor at Music 
Sales, a West End publish- 
ing company. 

Now. having learnt her 
trade, she works for her par- 
ents’ company MPL 
Communications and is said 
to be a very talented photog- 
rapher. 

-JAMES MCCART- 
NEY, 19, is the youngest 
McCartney- afid has made 
headlines for his accident- 
prone behaviour. He was 
airlifted to hospital after 
being swept out ro sea while 
surfing near die family 
estate in East Sussex and 
more recently was trapped 
under the family Land- 
Rover which turned over 
while he was driving. 

Although he avoids the 
glare of publicity. James, a 
student, has aspirations to 
become a drummer and gui- 
tarist and plays guitar on Sir 
Paul's new solo album 
Flaming Re. 


JULIAN LENNON, 34, 


is one of (he few Beatles 
children to have actively 
sought publicity. The sun of 
John and Cynthia, he is 
famous fur his musical 
career as well as a turbulent 
relationship with Lennon’s 
widow. Yokd Oon. . 

He- hero-worships his 
farher although they barely 
knew each other. Lennon 
having left home when 
Julian was aged five. Bur the 
similarities arc three — 
musical talent, voice, looks, 
drug habit (now kicked), 
and a string of glamorous 
girlfriends including Katie 
Wagner and Brooke Shields. 

Julian became u million- 
aire through his own writ- 
ing, hut his popularity soon 
plummeted ;tnd he ran into 
financial trouble. 

A bitter argument arose 
when Julian claimed Yoko 
was not giving him a fair 
share of his late father’s 
inheritance, but the couple 
seem to have repaired the 
relationship, and Julian is to 
receive a multi-million 
pound settlement 

• SEAN LENNON, 21, is 
die son of John and Yoko, 
and remains unusually close 
to his mother, with whom he 
performed on an album last 
year entitled Ima. 


Heir to the £2 50 million 
Lennon fortune, Sean is still 
looking for his niche. He 
moved to California to set 
up a new life, bur after three 
months returned to his 
mother in New York. He 
also -gave up on an under- 
graduate course at 
Columbia University. 

Recently he was living in 
a £2 million apartment 
adjoining Yoko’s in the tur- 
reted block outside which 
his father was killed. 

As a guitar player, he per- 
forms occasionally and, 
whenever he does, his ador- 
ing mother is there to con- 
gratulate him. 

•ZAK STARKEY, 31, 
followed in his famous 
Father’s footsteps and took 
up dramming. He has done 
well as a session musician, 
even if many people wanted 
to hear him just because of 
his father. 

For many years there was 
bad feeling between father 
and rebel son. But the two 
became reconciled when 
Ringo discovered Zak and 
his wife Sarah, whom he 
married when he was 19, 
were having a baby. 

• JASON STARKEY, 29, 
is (he only one of nine 



Beaties’ children with a 
criminal record. In 1986 he 
was fined £125 after steal- 
ing a stereo from a van fol- 
lowing a drinking session, 
and later appeared in court 
in London twice for 
cannabis possession. 

Although he plays the 
drams and has worked as a 
roadie, he has no defined 
career and leads a private 
life in London, keeping his 
background quieL 

• LEE STARKEY, 26, is 
Ringo’s only daughter. In 
1995 she underwent an 
eroeigency operation to 
remove a brain tumour, only 
eight months after her moth- 
er, Maureen, died of 
leukaemia. 

Before this she led a hec- 
tic social life having left 
school without any qualifi- 
cations. She tried drama 
school, beauty school and 
working in a record shop — 
none of which lasted long. 

• DHANI HARRISON, 
19, is the only child of 
George Harrison and his 
second wife. Argentinian- 
born Olivia Arias. 

His name is a reminder of 
George Harrison's liaison 
with Eastern mysticism, but 
Dhani has fully embraced 
Western convention by 
becoming a member of 
Leader Rowing Club at, 
Henley. 

Like the McCartneys. 
Dhani was kept away from 
the press, and attended 
Shiplake College public 
school in Oxfordshire where 
he was said to be very popu- 
lar and well-adjusted. 

For his 11th birthday 
party. George is said to have 



She’s leaving home — Stella McCartney has designs on the Paris 
fashion house of Chloe 


spent £10.000 flying a team 
of skateboarders in from 
New York to perform for the 
boys. 

Dhani ’s balanced nature is 


put down to the fact that 
Harrison was the last of the 
Beatles to start a family and 
by the time the boy was 
bom his father was a fading 


star. 

: Dhani has inherited some 
of his father’s talent and has 
learnt to play the guitar — 
London Rress Service. 


President never looked as good as in Air Force One 




The long and winding road — Zak reunited with his father Ringo Starr after his turbulent years 
apart 


By Brigitte Dusseau 
Agence France Presse 
WASHINGTON — Imagine a 
U.S. president who looks like 
Harrison Ford, fights like 
Jackie Chan and has (be prin- 
ciples of Socrates. 

His name is President James 
Marshall, the mythic protago- 
nist of the summer blockbus- 
ter movie Air Force One, and 
be is making President Bill 
Clinton very happy this sum- 
mer. 

James Marshall, played by 
Ford (star of the Indiana Jones 
and Star Wars films) is a for- 
mer war hero turned president 
who singlehandedly van- 
quishes a group of Kazakh 
terrorists who hijack the pres- 
idential jet 

Marshall is close in age to 
Clinton (51) and, like the real 
president, has a teenage 
daughter. Both presidents are 


also football fans. 

But for the first Lime in a se- 
ries of screen presidents, the 
chief of Air Force One is 
brimming with good qualities: 
Courage, intelligence, com- 
passion and personal cha- 
risma. He even has a woman 
(Glenn Close) os his vice pres- 
ident 

It’s not surprising {hut Mr. 
Clinton has seen Air Force 
One twice. 

“It was a very good movie,” 
Mr. Clinton told reporters as. 
he stepped off the real Air 
Force One last week. “You 
guys should watch it.” 

Mr. Clinton was not at all 
amused by a previous presi- 
dential incarnation on screen: 
Himself, incorporated via 
computer and newsreel foo- 
tage into the smash hit movie 
Contact Mr. Clinton is seen 
urging Americans to stay calm 


after aliens pul a call through 
to Earth from outer space. 

Air Force One. directed by 
German-bom action maestro 
Wolfgang Petersen, is the 
fourth major Hollywood 
movie this year to give the 
U.S. president a key role. 

Before the Clinton video 
clone in Contact, there was 
the drunken, rapacious chief 
played by Gene Hackman in 
Absolute Power, a president 
who appears to lack a wife 
and who strangles his sexy 
date when she rebuffs his 
aggressive advance. 

In Murder At J600 — the 
White House address is 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue — the 
first family is the backdrop for 
a homicide that triggers a 
chilling coverap. 

So the president aboard Air 
Force One would be far more 
agreeable to Mr. Clinton, 


whose own image has been 
stained recently by the Paula 
Jones sexual harassment case. 

Mr. Clinton had only a mi- 
nor cavil with the movie, 
which zoomed into first place 
at the box office after opening 
last week. 

"As far as I know, there is no 
escape pod,” he said, referring 
to a flight capsule on the 
screen aircraft. Mr. Clinton 
also pointed out that his Secret 
Service men “don’t quite have 
the arsenal depicted" in the 
movie. 

But die movie's success 
may help propel another ex- 
actor into the White House 
after Ronald Reagan served 
two consecutive terms: 
according to People maga- 
zine, Harrison Ford is so com- 
pelling as president that view- 
ers of the movie want to vote 
for him. 
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Throwing light on blocked arteries 


By John Newell 


EVERY CHILD who has 
played with a torch, pressed 
it against their palm and 
seen the red glow on the 
other side, knows that light 
can pass through flesh. 
British scientists have now 
used this fact to build scan- 
ners using light to search for 
early signs of blocked arter- 
ies or tumours. 

Optical scanners avoid the 
small but real health risks 
associated with the use of 
X-rays for repeated routine 
screening. They are poten- 
tially especially valuable for 
revealing areas of the body 
which are starved of oxygen 
because' of impaired blood 
supplies. When they come 
into use. hopefully in three 
or four years’ time, optical 
scanners are expected to 
cost about one-tenth as 
much as the CT scanners 
used for some similar pur- 
poses today. 


gen and becoming gan- 
grenous. Early treatment is 
essential, otherwise the tis- 
sue may become so badly 
infected that part of the leg 
has to be amputated. The 
optical scanner is very well 
suited for this as haemoglo- 
bin. the red pigment in 
blood, absorbs light very 
strongly and so shows up 
blocked arteries clearly. 


into flesh, and it is absorbed 
and scattered far more 
quickly than X-rays, which 
are far more penetrating. 
But, says Dr. Van der Zee, 
computing power enables 
clear images to be recon- 
structed from scattered 
light 


Light source 


Blocked arteries 


Dr. Van der Zee says he 
sees several other applica- 
tions for the type of scanner 
he is developing. “The tech- 
nique lends itself to other 
types of imaging. It is being 
used, at the research stage, 
for neonatal heads, which 
are small enough to allow 
optical imaging, to reveal 
and localise deficiencies in 
brain oxygenation. Other 
groups are looking at the 
method as a means of local- 
ising brain tumours. 
Tumours in breast tissue is 
another area where this 
could be applied.” 


Medical physicist Dr. 
Peter Van der Zee. of the 
University of Hertfordshire 
at Hatfield, southern. 
England, has developed a 
prototype optical scanner to 
detect blocked arteries in 
the lower limbs. Such 
blockages are very com- 
mon, especially in elderly 
people. They often lead to 
tissue being starved of oxy- 


A group at University 
College. London is working 
to develop an optical scan- 
ner for use in mammogra- 
phy (breast cancer screen- 
ing). It uses tbe same princi- 
ples as Dr. Van der Zee's 
instrument, employing a 
ring of optical fibres which 
can act as detectors as well 
as transmitters. 

Tight only penetrates 
about fifteen centimetres 


‘The principle of the scan- 
ner is in some ways similar 
to a CT .(computerised 
tomography) scanner. The 
light source shines onto the 
surface of the tissue and 
light emitted from the tissue 
is collected by a detector. 
The detector scans around 
the tissue as it would in a 
CT scanner. Then the light 
source is moved to the next 
location, and the detector 
again scans round the tissue 
being scanned, and this is 
repeated so as to build up a 
complete scan. After that, an 
optical image needs to be 
constructed from the sets of 
measurements. Direct imag- 
ing as in conventional X- 
rays is not possible using 
light, because of the very 
large amount of light scat- 
tering. That is the main 
problem in using this tech- 
nique." 

At the moment it Makes a 
powerful computer about 
one hour to produce a clear 
image of pan of the body. 
More computer power will 
be needed to get that image 


in the sort of time, a few 
minutes maximum, needed 
for use in a clinic. But Dr. 
Van der Zee and others now 
know how to 1 put that com- 
puter power to work, and 
see good reasons for doing 
so. 

Says Dr. Van der Zee: 
“The advantages of optical 
scanning techniques are, 
first of aLL that the source is 
not potentially harmful to 
the patieht unlike "repeated' 
conventional X-rays, CT 
scanning or positron emis- 
sion tomography. All these 
techniques use potentially 
harmful radiation, which 
mean that in scale cases the 
diagnostic procedure can 
actually induce a tumour. 
That is especially a problem 
if you want to do regular 
repeated screening. Another 
advantage is that the equip- 
ment can be quite mobile, 
and that is important for 
screening programmes. 
With CT or Magnetic 
Resonance imaging (MRI) 
scanners the patient has to 
be taken to the instrument, 
whereas with the optical 
scanner the instrument can 
be taken to the patient.” 


Optical Fixes 


Optical Fibres 



Phase resolved optical tomography system. Information in the detected light is DC level, AC amplitude 
ana phase shift This provides raw data for an image' reconstruction algorithm. Images show differ- 
ences in absorbtion and scattering in the tissue 


Health risk 


That would take it possi- 
ble to monitor patients in 
care continuously without 
risk to their health. A further 
important advantage is that 
the cost of optical scanners 


would be about ten times 
less than that of CT or MRI 
scanners, comparable rather 
to the cost of ultrasonic 
scanners. Also, says Dr. Van 
Der Zee, tbe optical scanner 
will give information the 
others cannot. 

“In particular they give 
you information about the 
oxygenation of the tissue. 


the amount of blood that is 
available, to it and also the 
percentage of that blood that 
. is oxygenated. The disad- 
vantage -compared to other 
techniques is that tbe spatial 
resolution is limited. Our 
bope is that we will be able 
to resolve features down to 
half a centimetre in size, but 
we cannot go beyond that 


because of the large amount 
of light scattering. So we 
will not get images as sharp 
as those obtainable with 
MRI or CT scanners.” 
Optical scanners may be 
used to illuminate any part 
of tbe body tbin enough to 
shine light through even at 
an angle; limbs, breasts, tes- 
ticles and foetal heads for 


example. Dr. Van der Zee 
will have a clinical proto- 
type scanner ready for use 
in clinical trials by the end 
of the year. Other groups are 
at about the same stage of 
development. Hopefully 
commercial instniments 

will be available in another 
two or three years — 
London Press Service. 


Pregnancy does not affect 


breast cancer death — study 


LONDON — Danish 
researchers have said they 
had found no evidence that 
having a baby can pul a 
woman at risk of a breast 
cancer relapse. 

Their study of more than 
1 70 women who had breast 
cancer and then had a baby 
showed they had no more 
risk than any other woman 
of a relapse. 

"We found no evidence 
that a pregnancy after 
breast-cancer treatment inc- 


reased the risk of a poor 
outcome,” Mads Melbye 
and colleagues at the Da- 
nish Epidemiology Science 
Centre in Copenhagen 
wrote in a report in the 
Lancet medical journal. 

They looked at the records 
of 5,700 women with breast 
cancer listed with the Da- 
nish Breast Cancer Coo- 
perative Group, which has 
collected information on the 
disease for 20 years. 

“Among these. 173 


women became pregnant 
after treatment of breast 
cancer” they wrote. 

Dr. Melbye's group was 
following up on studies that 
have found strong hormonal 
influences on breast-cancer. 

“A woman's reproductive 
history strongly influences 
her risk of developing-breast 
cancer. One of the best- 
known associations is the 
protective effect of having 
many children, preferably at 
a young age,” they wrote. 


“Although childbearing 
may reduce the risk of 
breast cancer overall, evi- 
dence suggests that child- 
bearing, at least in some cir- 
cumstances. may have a 
negative effect on the prog- 
nosis,” they added 
“However, we found that 
pregnancy after breast can- 
cer had no negative effect 
on prognosis.” 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


Consumer groups want 
caffeine labelled on food 


SIMILES 

By Prances Burton 


ACROSS 


1 Praiseworthy ad 41 Corporate 

5 An Battery monogram 

10 Data's pannar 44 Is defeated 

15 TnUrWig place (o» 4S Hebrew 


IB Actor Ray 

20 —Church Society 

21 Fandicai 

22 Busy as — 

23 Steal (Jant 

24 Cap (xofecftui 

25 Prany— 

27 Pda- 

29 Secure ftnUy 

31 snrad 

32 CnJharafc* 

33 Summer 


34 Swampy 

35 Wise guy 


46 SkigM-nandad 

47 KMgN’slHi 
46 Evangels) 

Roberts 
4S— Use 
60 Rdem 

51 Spoutt 

52 Scrooge oam 

53 Hhdu refigious 
sooaty 

64 Veins Qi am 
55 Tore 
50 Vsnue 
SB Musteten-J brg. 
BO Famous opera 


62 ■— Hie Top" (Cote 
PoneO 

83 Stomach pato 
04 ShoOands 
60 UghferaigN wood 
67 Thoraudi 
a SraAh Aicancan 
maunutos 


70 Eddy 
72 Boater 


74 Russian Jet 
78 Frees tan 
77 Pracaosa punches 
7B Cheera ferine 
matador 

7B Rhyme Kherne 
BO Ucamss 

81 Choice dtth 

82 Broad aaef 


06 GarftakTs pooch 

87 Ws transport 
68 fipartsh win* 

88 Legal claim 
80 SnuNacocfc 

banters 

91 Misfrn pried 
82 CatHa PnWo 
W&roWea 
96 Quhn — 
too Oht— 

102 Urge 

104 — as a pin 

105 Stool 

106 Sound off 

107 Tian tada out 

108 Nevada town 
108 Mata — 

no Waited trough 


38 RBnkfld 

tenor 

84 Lot* of scorn 

111 Hockaytoams 

40 Tootsy 

61 Eggs on 

86 Elt. country 

112 Observed 

DOWN 

1 Art movomert 

28 CkxtM and 

64 Ov 

82 Cgmateen 

2 SM ot ttw Brat 

toqua 

86 Gama tan btftind 

Jotraon 


30 Notion 

57 Exgratsaspafei 

83 Mtoaopa 

34 Anchora 

69 Takas to tbe aky 

64 Hoax 

4 Nanserato wwso 

35 DraggMiaft 

60 Viral frifedton* 

87 Made taut 

5 Aportang 

36 Virtuous 

63 Mttory MudOnt 

68 Coloring oganls 

6 Wrong 

37 Lop-eanW — 

64o£x — (anetetoed) 

eg Actress 

7 Entora 

38 CaturitfiW BanHt 

66 BuRwua plant 

Cnmtlna 

0 Yato — 

30 Nah*J — 

68 Rtarthrougii 

90 Actor Nick 

B Tod (■ sura) 
10 Hungered tor 

40 Oactatan 

Rome 

Bi French rivar 

41 Goof- 

70 The ran in — 

B2 Ready money 

IT Uuto 

42 Snack* 

TT P«UfOU 

URonkrtn 
B4 Haaafcar 

12 BMas — 

43 Dooms 

73 Coamatlc 

13 Drink Hearty 

45 Atedos 

Ingretaant 

96 Oadwdout 

14 Vantans 

40 Fraud— 

75 IndanacCy 

66 Pinnacle 

15 SuMy nMBdous 

49 Man and boy 

77 Diverting 

97 Rarer In Zaire 

16 (Jo aifaoant 

50 Signc of Sorrow 

■pactade 

96 For Pete's — i 

17 &naDtaka 

51 Racar Andretu 

78 CuptetWlMd 

99 EngfiMiacftool 

18 NoOtoman 

53 Solomon and 

flowers 

101 WrurLavtn 

26 AH — 

Socrates 

81 Dress fabric 

103 1006 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
Caffeine is a mildly addic- 
tive drug linked to miscar- 
riages and other health pro- 
blems and should be more 
closely regulated by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration (FDA), a group of 
consumer and health ex- 
perts said. 

Consumers have a right to 
know how much caffeine is 
added by manufacturers to 
soft drinks, ice creams, yo- 
gurt and other foods, accor- 
ding to the ■ Centre for 
Science in the Public 
Interest. 

The group, along with 
more than three dozen scien- 
tists and consumer groups, 
petitioned the FDA to re- 
quire the caffeine content of 
foods to be displayed on 
labels. 

The American Medical 
Association (AM A) recent- 
ly asked the FDA to require 
labelling of foods that con- 
tain added caffeine. 

“Caffeine is Ihe only drug 
that is widely added to tbe 
food supply,” said Michael 


Jacobson, executive director 
of the Centre for Science in 
the Public Interest. 
“Knowing the caffeine con- 
tent is important to many 
people, especially women 
who are or might become 
pregnant." 

Caffeine also is. suspected 
of increasing the risk of os- 
teoporosis, the group sard. 

U.S. food manufacturers 
said there is no scientific 
evidence showing moderate 
consumption of caffeine 
causes any health risks. 

“We believe the majority 
of consumers know which 
products contain naturally 
occurring caffeine," said a 
statement issued by the 
National Food Processors 
Association, a trade group 
representing the $430 bil- 
lion food processing indus- 
try. 

The FDA already requires 
food labels to list caffeine, 
if additional amounts have 
been added but does not 
require identification of the 
amount. 

“Should a consumer want 


to know how much caffeine 
is in a particular product 
they can find out by calling 
the manufacturer's 1-800 
telephone number listed on 
the product,” tbe food pro- 
cessors 7 -statement added. 

But the consumer advo- 
cates said the amount of 
caffeine varies widely in 
foods and is too difficult for 
consumers to estimate. 

For example, a cup of 
Dannon coffee yogurt has as 
much caffeine as a 12-ounce 
can of Coca-Cola, while a 
Dannon light cappuccino 
yogurt has no caffeine. And 
a. Sunkist orange soda has 
more caffeine than a Pepsi, 
while Minute Maid orange 
soda has none, die centre 
said. . 

A spokesman for the FDA 
said the petition would be 
reviewed during the next 
few months, but he down- 
played the likelihood of the 
agency acting on it. 

“We don’t know of any 
new scientific data about 
caffeine that would change 
the current regulatory 


stance of die agency" the 
FDA spokesman said. “And 
we don’t know of any food 
products where caffeine is 
being added in the amount 
roughly equal to a cup of 
coffee.” 

FDA regulations allow 
food manufacturers to add 
up to 68 milligrammes of 
caffeine in a 12 ounce pnod- 
ucL 

By comparison, a typical 
cup of coffee contains bet- 
ween 140 and 260 millig- 
rammes of caffeine, depen- 
ding on the beans and pre- 
paration. 

Consuming the equiya^l: 
of caffeine from sevnijf 
cups of coffee a dayjttui 
lead to insomnia and arpt; 
ety, said Roland Griffith^ 
professor at Johns Hopkins 
University Medical School 

“Ceasing the consumption 
of- caffeine often leadsvro 
withdrawal symptoms such 
as headache and fatigue. 
Caffeine is a mildly addic- 
tive drug and parents might 
wish to limit their children’s . 
consumption of it,” he said. 


Quest intensifies for gene 


clues to hypertension 
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Diagramless 19x19 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 CURMflahHi 
8 Odd 

6 Comptotaig 


ID 


11 StogM-mamd 
boal 

13 Conn 

14 Mr. Fudd 

16 . 
17 cnancMioon 
20 Mcsquno 


22 RnoM 
24 JtahrtoM 
20 Tens 
28 OoMloy 
30 Ftahtrfl gadgat ■ 

32 Rhrer h Georgia 

33 Swam 

35 Singer Rosa 

36 Lad 

38 Piayar ending 
40 SamatNrtB owao 


41 MacHtaparu 
45 Become 


46 Usedanfle 
HExhaume 
53 Entad 
Si Pto — mode 
56 Late ectreas 
Btoka 

SB AUrtaiir 
58 Hammar 


62 Hotbeds 
64 WhUoy 
05 TwMog stems 
66 Stags 
68 Terra— 
aa Educate ■ 

71 Makespeecnas 

72 Some musician* 

74 Coached 

75 CGmbing 


Lut Week's Cryptograms 

1. At ray age, the broad mind and the narrow waist plainly 
begin to change place*. 

2. Far too many storms in May may make latest raiitmll 
marks fall. 


3. Many a self-made man ia proud to say he nulled himself by 
bis bootstraps. , 


4. If raining cats and doga, be careful about stepping on 
poodles. 


DOWN 

1 Trick 

2 Time periods 

3 Kkndlo cfcsntfy 

4 Signs 
SttSbla 
B Dunoy 
7 — Gey 

5 SugKBl knptari ot 
a kind 

B --PytaUSMCT 
10 Females 

12 2-teetodttcyde 

13 Autfa men. briefly 
15 Rumens 


16 Blackthorn 

17 Chow — 

18 MssFsdter 

19 Sawtaucft 

21 Dated 

22 Dead 

23 Foot 01* 

24 Fashttnsbte 


25 Bushing 

27 Nanmotnd. 

28 Household 


30 WaiDta 


31 Madeover 
34 Seamen 

36 Cozy room 

37 Qua 

38 Mental anted* 

41 Rural cjy 

42 Graceful tm 

43 AttfiorMta . 

44 Said — Marie 

45 Agfa 

46 Fonong sword 

47 Senator Kennedy 
« Dutch palmer 

50 Bravol 


51 Mahsteea 
54 Pad at 
57 Punted 
59 Caum's 

GoSotaudu 
61 


CRYPTOCBAM 9 

l.LJJT JYCJY QETBST WJVBD PEOZ Z8ETD 
ED WS 1JTZD CY US QCSVfiD JY VCD 
PABLST UTJL rWCUW ICVV 8BTT WCB BAOW 
TCUT8D. — By Ear! Inland 


65 Panel 

67 Scorn 

68 Wicker basket 

70 Oeua 

71 Aareal myth 
73 ‘Etta It oi — ■ 


2.WI8W2Y2 XWEA XKJSQ TIUZTAQ EU2C K1Q 
T1JXYYIKXYC UHH EDA CRASH. 

— By Barbara J. Beat 


SOLU TION OF LAST 
WEEK’S SUNDAY PUZZLE 


SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK’S 
DIAGRAMLESS PUZZLE 



uUUu □□□ BQUU □□□ 

□nan □□□ 

uuuuuuuu □□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□ aaonuna 
aaa uuu auu 
Dauaa □□□□hq 
Q uuau uuuuu 

□□□□□UUUUUUUDliU 

□□□□□ uuaa 
□□□QQU □□□□□ 
QDQ QQLJ □□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□qqq auQ uopBoun 

□aauaauu quu uuuu 
uuu uaau pup □□□□ 


3.NAGBALFAO LNTIFAG QZWBA* QUPGO 
WAXHALZ EGO OU 9 AXZYL HAELA EZ NA 
R A J E C 20 ASPME2A NTX RTJ KDPO 
WUVXZAW. — ByHiUMvate 


4.KSYD P 9PRN FEEPONTH, ESY VOPMYB 
BIZY BtZY BIRD El 8YM TWEETT. BIRD 
TWDYB. BIZ YD DIVE PDB 8«D. — ByttCDoyi, 


LONDON (R) — The quest 
for genetic clues explaining 
why some people are more 
prone than others to hyper- 
tension is intensifying, doc- 
tors said. 

Genes sing a pre-historic 
song and we must pay atten- 
tion to it. Dr. Clarence Grim 
of the Medical College of 
Wisconsin told delegates to 
the| 1 2th International Inter- 
disciplinary Conference on 
Hypertension in blacks. 

T)ie four-day conference, 
which opened Monday, is 
examining why hyperten- 
sion afflicts nearly twice as 
many blacks as whites and 
what can be done about it. 

Delegates were told that 
blacks may be more sensi- 
tive to salt and thus more 
vulnerable to high blood 
pressure than whites. They 
were also told that blacks 
may suffer more from dys- 
functions of the endotheli- 
um. or the lining of blood 
vessels. 

But delegates ■ firmly 
rejected the notion that the 
possible genetic causes of 
hypertension were exclusive 
to one racial group. 

This debate is about 
genetics and not about race, 
said one delegate. 

Added' another, there are 
probable genetic predispo- 
sitions towards hyperten- 


sion, but they cut across 
racial lines. 

Doctor John Flack of 
Wayne State University 
School of Medicine in 
Detroit said that much of the 
current research failed to 
take account of physical and 
social differences among 
people within a single racial 
group. As a result, differ- 
ences between people of dif- 
ferent racial groups were 
grossly overstated, he said. 

Both black and white peo- 
ple have some predisposi- 
tion to salt sensitivity and 
environmental factors affect 
that Why don’t we look at 
the environmental factors, 
he asked. 


dences of strokes. 

No one invokes genetic 
explanations for the high 


stroke rate among Czechs 
and Hungarians, he said. 


Taking another view. Dr. 
Grim told delegates that the 
unique characteristics of the 
slave trade may have predis- 
posed blacks towards sale 

Blacks who didn't survive 
the migration from Africa 
died from diarrhoea as they 
were salt deficient. Those 
who siftvived had a better 
ability to retain salt, he said. 

Dr. Flack responded by 
saying that recent studies 
have shown that people from 
Finland have higher rates of 
hypertension than African- 
Americans and that people 
from Hungary and the Czech 
Republic have higher inci- 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


SPORTS 


' I . Harold (Red) Grange. 

2. Ty Cobb. ' 

•jfc Edson Arantes do Nascimento. 

4. Lou Gehrig. 

5. Leo Durocber. 

6. Jim Crowley, Don Miller, Elmer Lay den, Harry 
Stuhldreher, 

7. Sonja Henie. 

8. Joe DiMaggio. 

9. Luis Firpo. 

10. Jack Dempsey. 


* * * * 


PUZZLES 


(A) EGRESS and NEGRESS 


* * * 


(B) 3. Multiply the figures in the first two columns, and 
divide the product ty the number in the fourth column; 
this gives the number in the third column 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, August 7-S, 1997 


Workshop recommends Islamic joint ventures in textiles 


By Samir Ghawi 

JtltditF Tiuur\ Siulf k.-pupfr 

AMMAN -- The fcur»'pean 
I'liiuH { EU }, a>i a single 
market;' dric/njjing 

■rtnin tries substantial nf^vtr- 
l unit so iiw jb iinaeascd 
export srafc in Textile aftd 
v Miking. flinidpafUs in a 

workshop, th.it was hrkl.m 
AfUiftin fhjs utrk. Jure 
agreed 

“The upward littsd in 
rr.tdc.' is almosi venom at an 
iiiivvrbtm rate of expiut- 

sei Hi." fhv iWiuripiinEs in the 

workshop tndieated. Spu?:- 
v»>r«i by the Islamic De v eh 
•ipmcuz Bank 1 11 ) 8 1 . repnr- 
<.ciitdtivi'A fnmi !-»■ member 
cuunuw» alien i led ih? 

workshop which foci; veil on 
publics and mctbuMis ui' 
promising K>B\ member 
cuutrfricx export «*f textile 
jjni p.'ady-iiiinJe carmen In 
lit htirnp&ui uivkeis. 


During their deliberations, 
the paniiipfuus noted that 
many des doping countries, 
including some member 
countries uf IDB, ha\e 
already gained more than «r 
hold on the marker and if 
concerted efforts air under- 
taken, the market c;ui he 

further exploited. 

"C cm nine* which enjoy 
prcfotrntul - udunbi^es 
such as CSSP i Generalised 
System of Preference* i 
could exploit io the tulle**! 
extern their competitive 
advantage," the workshop 
indicated. 

It continued: "The single 

European market, the 
NAFTA and the develop- 
ment of closet trading link 
within the Asia-Pacific 
region with centres of eon- 
cent ration in Japan. Hong 
Kong may he the precursor 
of a global block muling 
env iromwent." 



1 Tar awn eh gives priority to 

! strengthen economic directorate 
j at the Foreign Ministry 

1 ** “THE PLANS is now to look for qualified Jur- 
| danian personnel in the Held of economics to hire 
j and include them in the cadres of missions 
i abroad." Foreign Minister Fayez Turawneh told 
1 represen tafives from die private and public sectors 
| at a meeting tins week. He said the Foreign Min- 
I istry will provide the suitable position for the ccu- 
| nomic personnel to perform tneir activities at Jor- 
danian embassies. 

The representatives commended the quick 
response fro/n Jordanian missions to the recent 
policy of the ministry as they provide all the facil- 
ities to the economic delegations that visit Arab 
and foreign countries. Dr. Tarawneh highlighted 
that the restructuring of the ministry is~focusing 
now on the development aspecr. He revealed that 
the ministry has received very good reports from 
the private' sector about the role of our ambas- 
sadors and embassies abroad. 

Dr. Tarawneh pointed out that following the min- 
istry's circular to embassies to focus on attracting 
investments to the Kingdom, eight economic del- 
egations visited Jordan during the past two months, 
tfe indicated that a monthly meeting is held at the 
Foreign Mini sin' where discussions with the pri- 
vate sector rake place on how best rhe ministry' can 
be a tool for marketing, investment and trade activ- 
ities. 

The minister said the meetings have discussed 
giving the private sector representatives special 
oFfices at Jordan's 47 diplomatic missions all over 
the world." The first tnin» we need now is to 
strengthen the economics directorate at the min- 
istry. 


n he stressed (Al Ra’i + A1 Aswaqj. 


Premiums of compulsory third 
party insurance are under 
study, federation president says 

** ACCORDING TO Raouf Abu Jaber, president of 
the Jordan Insurance Federation, the Ministry of 



party 

stressed that the current premiums an? very' low and 
represent "a massacre of insurance companies" not- 
ing that the federation has been requesting higher 
premiums for a long time. 

"The increase to be fair should not be less than 50 
per cent" he emphasised. "If the situation remains 
as it is, the results would be catastrophic.” He indi- 
cated that the premiums of third party insurance 
have not been changed for a long time despite the 
steep rise in the prices of cars, spare parts and com- 
pensation. "The premiums (in Jordan) are ten times 
less than the premiums in neighbouring countries. 

- * ‘ L; - J — insurances in the 

assenger 

" buses 

pay JD85 and public trucks JD90 per year (Al Dus- 
tour). 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by. H*nd AmoW and M>m AmMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one toner to each square, to term 
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Fred, these fines 
are gatflng worse 



TOUGH TO PO , 
WHEN THOSE LITTLE 
WRINKLES START 
APPEARING. 


Now arrange the dieted lettere to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hare 


Saturday^ 


JAnswure tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JUICY POUND IMBIBE NOBOCN 
Answer: Soiling her handmade brooches got her 
mto- PIN MONEY 


The participant-, -uid Uut 
the accrw of developed 
economics to adjacent trad- 
ing partners among low 
wage developing countries 
rind the limner tvntially- 
plantml economies could 

have other countries (hji are 
outside sue 1 1 spliercs ol 
influence :tt u ilisaibanhiL'c 
in the luluie. 

“The opening u[r of cen- 
traJ and easient Europe, 
many cinmiiics of which 
had lr;Hlilinii.ill> textile 
industries, should he 
viewed by the developing 
countries as a cauw of 
worry as far as competition 
for the Euro}>eau market is 
concerned" the panicipanis 
agreed. 

Al the end of four-day 

deliberations i he partici- 
pants at the workshop 
issued a list of recommen- 
dation emphasising the 
imporuince of participating 


in international trade fairs, 
both general and spe- 
cialised. organising single 
country exhibitions abroad 
and fielding busmessman's 
dc/eejrion for creating new 
export markets and consoli- 
dating the existing ones. 

The recommendatiims 

iiwtudcd acceluiatinc the 
princess ot integration of 
economic forum of Mamie 
World and looking for 
forming an Islamic com- 
mon market and promoting 
sub- regional forum of the 
member countries. 

The participants urged 
increasing (lie How of infor- 
mation on trade-related 
aspects among the member 
countries, exploring the 
possibilities of joint ven- 
tures in the textile industry 
and cotton production and 
strengthening the infra- 
structural facilities. 

They stressed the impor- 


tance of increased institu- 
tional development and 
research facilities as well as 
the need for encouraging 
the use of appropriate tech- 
nology in addition to the 
transfer of technology to 
ensure the maximum use of 
local raw materials for pro- 
duction of exportable items. 

The recommendations 
called on member .stares to 
help themselves ideuiify- 
areas of cooperation and 
eollaborare and promote 
u-ade and market access 
among member states. 

It was unanimously 
agreed that the role of the 
IDB is crucial to the devel- 
opment of textile and cotton 
trade among site ! 4 states. 

■The IDB can facilitate 
the role of a coordinating 
agency and bring member 
countries closer so that 
mutually beneficial pro- 
grammes could be drawn up 


to proside a boos: in the pri- 
vate sector dealing in textile 
and clothing." the recom- 
mendations explained. 

The workshop also issued 
the follow tng recommenda- 
tions on trade promotion: 

— Encourage trading 
arrangement among Islamic 
countries as far is possible. 

— Preferential tariff rates 
could be introduced for 
Islamic countries in the 
exporu and Imports trade. 

— Textile fatrs may be 
encouraged in the member 
states to inform and dissem- 
inate trade data on the over- 
all progress, opportunities 
and challenges. 

— Downsizing the public 
sector textile industries (to 
the applicable countries; 
and encourage private sec- 
tor participation in textile 
trade. 

— Improving capacity 
utilisation bv easurinc 


working capital and de\ el- 
oping human resources. 

— Encourage setting up 
of multinational trading 
companies dealing in textile 
product in member suuo in 
order to accelerate the 
transfer ut technology and 
ideas between Islamic 
countries and European 
Union. 

— To encourage estab- 
lishment sit" fashion design 
centres in all member coun- 


tries. 

The workshop concluded 
by warning that rising 
wages and erosion of com- 
parative advantages in some 
member countries muy lead 
to decline in the textile and 
garments sector. Such 
industries could be relocat- 
ed in other Organisation of 
Islamic Countries on join! 
venture basis where ihere 
are comparative and com- 
petitive advantages. 
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FOR RENT 


Unfurnished flat. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, separate garden, 200 sq.m. 
Location: Um-Utheinah. 

Annual rent: JD4.000. 

Please call 5529598 after 2 p.m. 


A New Room 
for an Extravagant 

Friday Brunch... 



Starting May 2nd [ you can indulge in an 
international brunch buffet at the new Al- 
Riwaq Ballroom while enjoying a variety 
of Latin music featuring a live 
performance by the BILLY'S Duo 
The wide selection of tasty dishes 
includes a variety of Continental and 
International appetizers , juices > en frees 
and desserts. 

do join us every Friday between 1 1 AM -3 PM 

Price: JD 12++ 

1/2 price for children 


BILLY'S 
International Band 



For more information, please contact 
Miss Yarn at 641361, ext. 2239. 

M 

•w 

HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers. Unique designs ini 8k Gold * Phone5S271 IS Also in Brazil • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
j Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 i 


FOR YOUR r 
Advertisement 



r 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around Ife CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdata 
:o Airport and Bock 

Specicl Beau: 
500 Fils For 
and our Frequi 

sed Fares ct i 
Airport Staff 1 
snt Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdcrii Branch 653313 
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Quality Serviced Suites 


* One * Two Bedrooms • Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long ‘Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Gird: 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWN MOT0- 

• OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

• SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 
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FOR 
I RENT 

I i.s-jimo Vtiifis 


!.JLJ!U\C VtUftS 
t" 

AppAiirner.!^,. 
in .\m-.rr-ar. 


For details please can 

ft 1 *: Itffif 


The place to be if its on CD 


* We buy , * 1 
sell & trade 

CDs 

LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

New 

.arrivals Daily 

• ' • 

Shmeisani, next to shmeisani post office 
Tel. 700624 -Fax 604183 
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10 Sports 


WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Drummond almost goes out in first round 

Ottey, Perec qualify in 200, Mutola, Quirot in 800 


ATHENS (AP) — Nearly 
losing his balance and going 
out of his lane. American 
200-metre champion Jon 
Drummond barely made it 
through the first round at 
the World Championships 
on Wednesday. 

Leading the field with 20 
metres to go. Drummond 
suddenly threw up his right 
hand and contorted his body 
to avoid being disqualified 
by stepping into the inside 
lane. 

“At about the last 59 
metres I realised that the 
line, instead of being on the 
left. wasn't there,’' 
Drummond said. "It was in 
front of me. 

"I said to myself, ‘I have 
to get out of this line.' I 
threw my arm up and I tried 
to thrust my torso. When 
illost ray balance I panicked 
but I don't chink I hit the 
line. I think J did a good job 
to avoid if.” 

The crowd gasped as he 
slowed so much that foe 
appeared to be caught by 
lour other runners. When 
the times went up on the 
scoreboard. Drummond had 
the third qualifying place by 
.01, If he had finished 
fourth, he would have made 
it as one of the fastest 
losers. 

“When 1 saw the Q (for 
qualified! pop up I said. 
Lord. I thank you for this 
one’.” Drummond said. 

Olympic bronze medalist 
Am Boidon of Trinidad and 
Tobago, world and Olympic 
runner-up Frankie 

Fredericks of Namibia and 
world indoor 200 titlist 



Marie- Jose Perec of France conies oot of the starting blocks in the first round of the 
women's 200 metres race at the 6th IAAF World Athletics Championships. Perec won 
the round in a time of 22.87 seconds (Reuters photo) 


Kevin Little had a much 
easier time qualifying for 
the second round. 

Boidon. who finished a 
disappointing fifth in 
Sunday’s 100-metre final, 
won his heat in 20.4S, 
Fredericks advanced in sec- 
ond place behind Belgium’s 
Erik Wijmeersch after 
clocking 20.74 and little 
won his heat in 20.68. 

“The 100s are all dead and 
gone now." said Boidon. 
who had predicted he would 
win the title and break the 
world record. “If I want to 
be the future of this sport. I 
have to learn to take a 
defeat. I think I will be OK. 
I just have to manage 
myself through this 200- 


metre rounds." 

Olympic champion 
Marie-Jose Perec and two- 
time world champion 
Merlene Ottey both made it 
comfortably to the second 
round of the women's 200. 

Perec. the double 
Olympic champion who 
decided not to run the 400. 
won her heat in 22.87 and 
Ottey cruised home third in 
hers in a faster time of 
22.47. 

But Perec, who has been 
troubled by injuries, said it 
would take a "miracle” even 
to win a medal. 

“I don’t think I’m 100 per 
cent," said Perec, who had 
initially planned to skip the 
championships but changed 


her mind after the IAAF 
Threatened to suspend any 
athlete who failed to appear 
without a legitimate excuse. 

Another easy qualifier 
was the surprise 100-metre 
silver medalist. Zhanna 
Pintussevich of Ukraine, 
who won her heat in 22.85. 

American champion Inger 
Miller won her heat in 22.55 
and the two other U.S. run- 
ners, Cheryl Taplin and 
Zundra Feagin, also quali- 
fied smoothly. 

Defending champion Ana 
Quirot of Cuba and 1993 
titlist Maria Mutola of 
Mozambique both made it 
to the semifinals of the 
women's S00 meters by 
winning their heats. 


With Russia’s Olympic 
champion, Svetlana 

Masterkova. injured and not 
in the field, the two runners 
who finished behind her at 
last year's Olympics are the 
two leading contenders for 
the tide. 

While most people in 
Athens were having break- 
fast. defending champion 
and world record holder 
Jonathan Edwards qualified 
for the triple jump final with 
an opening leap of 17.28 
meters and took the rest of 
the day off. 

“Ilfs a big psychological 
boost I felt great, no prob- 
lems with the leg at ail," 
said Britain's only world 
champion after his first 
competitive leap for sl\ 
weeks since he suffered a 
heel injury. 

‘1 can have a good rest 
now and I will be raring to 
go on friday. This rids me of 
any remaining injury wor- 
ries in my mind.” 

After comfortably making 
the automatic qualifying 
distance of 17:00 'metres at 
8.30 a.m. local time (0530 
GMT). Edwards was able to 
make his way back to the 
team hotel while most of his 
rivals stayed out on he track 
in The warm, sunny condi- 
tions. 

Edwards qualified in sec- 
ond place behind Cuba's 
Yoelvis Quesada. who 
leaped 17.47 meters in his 
first round. Olympic cham- 
pion Kenny Harrison placed 
third with 17.11 and also 
didn’t return for the next 
two rounds. 



Insults fly after 
women’s 1,500 final 






Cuban Ivan Pedro so in action during the men's long jump final at the World 
Championships in Athletics in Athens. Pedroso won with a jump of 8.42 metres 
(Reuters photo I 


Pedroso retains long jump title 


ATHENS <R) — Ivan 

Pedroso retained his world 
men's long jump title on 
Tuesday after recording just 
two valid jumps in six 
attempts. 

Pedroso effectively won 
the competition with his first 
mark of 8.42 metres, fouling 
on his next four attempts and 
finishing with an effort of 
7.60. 

American Erick Walder 
was second with 8.38 and 
Kiril Sosunov of Russia took 
the bronze medal. 

Cuban Pedroso jumped 
8.96 metres at the high alti- 
tude Italian ski resort of 
Sestriere in 1995 but was 
denied a world record 
because of allegations that 
an official had interfered 
with a wind gauge. He won 
the world title in Gothenburg 
in the same vear. 


Medals table at the start of-the competition Wednesday! 


Nation 


United States 

Germany 

Ukraine 

Portugal 

South Africa 

Australia 

Cuba 

Czech Rep. 

France 

Kenya 

Mexico 

Britain 

Russia 

Canada 

Jamaica 

Romania 

Uganda 

Bahamas 

Belarus 

Greece 

Japan 

Lithuania 

Switzerland 


ATHENS (R) — American Regina Jacobs accused Sonia 
O’Sullivan of costing her the world 1 .500 metres title on 
Tuesday and shoved the Irish runner in a heated con- 
frontation afterwards in the stadium's mixed zone. 

Jacobs, forced to settle for the silver behind Portugal's 
Carla Sacramento, said she was so angry with O’Sullivan 
she pushed her in the back as they enrered the area where 
the athletes conduct their media interviews. 

"Yes I pushed her and I told hen "You cost me the gold 
medal, you stupid bitch.’*' 

Jacobs claimed that O'Sullivan grabbed the top of her 
singlet with 250 metres to run and held on to it while 
O’Sullivan regained her balance after being barged out 
of the way by Switzerland’s Anita Wyermann, the even- 
tual bronze medallist. 

The Swiss runner appeared to burst through a gap that 
was not there, creating mayhem in the tightly-bunched 
pack just as they were preparing to gear up for their 
sprint to the line. 

Jacobs said: "[ was in the lead at that point when sud- 
denly Weyermann came through. O'Sullivan claim she 
fell but she didn't. She held on to my singlet. 

"One minute I was leading, the next minute I was two 
metres behind. She cost me the gold medal. I thought 
O'Sullivan should have been disqualified. Anyway. I had 
the last word. I’m on the medal stand, and she isn't, na- 
na-na-na-na." 

O'Sullivan, no stranger to disappointments in major 
championships, did not deny what went on in the race in 
which she eventually finished a distant eighth. 

"Yes. 1 grabbed her singlet and held on ro it to regain 
my balance but it was not deliberate." she said. 

‘T was delighted with the race up until that point. But I 
got whacked by the Swiss girl and when you get a belt 
like that it stops you dead. I don’t know what Anita was 
playing at. She should have been disqualified.” 

O'Sullivan made no comment ^bout what happened in 
the mixed zone, but did not deny it occurred. “You have 
to ignore what happens in the heat of the moment None 
of this is going to affect my bid to'retain my 5,000 metres 
title later in the week.” 

Weyermann played down her role in the affair. “I saw a 
gap and went for it" she explained, ‘Tin really happy 
with the way it turned out." 

Despite the spat and a few minutes when Irish officials 
debated whether to appeal or not. no appeal was forth- 
coming from any team. 

The graceful Sacramento, running an intelligent tacti- 
cally perfect race, stayed away from the bumping and 
grinding to win in four minutes 04.24 seconds. Jacobs 
clocked 4:04.63 and Weyermann 4:04.70. 
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Steven Spielberg 's 


PHILADELPHIA 

Jim Carrey ... in 


THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 


PLAZA 

Harrison Ford 
& Brad Pitt.. .in 


LIAR LIAR 


DEVIL’S OWN 


Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Johnson wins 400 metres, 
forces critics to eat their words 


ATHENS (R) — Michael 
Johnson brought back gold- 
en memories of Gothenburg 
and Atlanta when he pow- 
ered ro a truly memorable 
victory in the world 400 
metres final on Tuesday. 

For once, his success, 
achieved in 44.12 seconds 
of controlled clinical supe- 
riority. was not just awe- 
some for the way he per- 
formed on the track. 

It was a victory forged as 
much in bis heart and mind, 
ending weeks of specula- 
tion that he was no longer 
the invincible force who 
won 200 and 400 metres 
doubles at the world cham- 
pionships in Gothenburg in 
1995 and the Olympics a 
year ago. It was also his 
third successive world , 
championship 400 title. 

Troubled since June 1 by 
an injury sustained in his 
ill- fated 150 metres head- 
to-head with Donovan 
Bailey in Toronto, Johnson 
has had to endure a disrupt- 
ed period of preparation for 
Athens. 

Cynics were convinced 
there were chinks in his 
armour after he misjudged 
the finish of his second 
round qualifier and only 
reached the semifinal as one 
of the fastest losers. They 
could not have been more 
wrong. 

Johnson eased his way 
through the opening 200. 
run through a cramp attack 
which lasted for a few sec- 
onds around the final bend 
and then blitzed past the 
field to win in 44.12 sec- 
onds. a time none of the< 
other finalists have ever 
achieved. 

Ugandan Davis Kamoga. 
who won the bronze at 
Atlanta, took the silver in 





Michael Johnson of the United States holds up a 
Superman T-shirt as he celebrates his victory in the 
men's 400 metres event at the 6th IAAF World 
Athletics Championships (Reuters photo) 


44.37 seconds. while 
American Tyree 

Washington, who openly 
questioned Johnson's heart 
for the battle on Monday, 
finished third in 44.39. "He 
has heart now alright,” 
admitted Washington, "he 
wanted to prove something 
tonight and he did." 

Johnson, allowed to take 
pan here as a defending 
champion despite missing 
the U.S. trials, celebrated 
his victory by holding a 
Superman T-shirt on an 
uncharacteristically joyous 
victory lap. 

"A fan gave it to me,” he 
laughed afterwards, fully 
realising the symbolism of 
the act. 

"It's been a tough season 
though, and l am really 
pleased to be back and 
healthy again. I thought that 
perhaps 1 could have gone a 
little faster, but a win is a 
win. 

"1 would not have come if 


I didn't think 1 could have 
won it and today I always 
knew I was going to do just 
that." 

The race was oozing with 
quality and ended with 
seven of the eight finalists 
running under 44.60 sec- 
onds. Kamoga set a nation- 
al record and Washington. 
Mark Richaidsoa of Britain 
and Antonio Pettigrew of 
the United States, the 1991 
world champion, ran the 
fastest times of their lives. 

Johnson, as a result of his 
wild card status, was one of 
four Americans in the field 
which also comprised three 
Britons and the Ugandan. 

Britain's Iwan Thomas 
and Kamoga made all the 
early running before 
Johnson took control of the 
race 100 metres from home. 


powering away as unstop- 
pable as ever down the 
home straight, accelerating 
clear of the field to win with 



Elsna Meyer of South Africa falls during the women's 10,000 metres event at the 6th 
IAAF World Athletics Championships. Sally Barsosio of Kenva (Cj won the gold 
medal with a time of 31:32.92 minutes ahead of Fernanda Ribeiro (No. 532) of 
Portugal and Masako Chiba (R) of Japan ( Reuters photo) 


7 CINEMA TEL.-677420 

k CONCORD 


y Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre 
A TEL: 625155 


oris 




ell out ! 

tn Britt 


for" 

€ 

& ,ih 


-I'*''. - vi::*- ■ 
^ ‘U " ' 

lV"; 

I L.** 1 - 


jitf-sEcr-p* 

cd sn 11 

\~ r Oi.wnpfc 

y J, fl.TfCCii 1 

JO ri! 

a I. 


\ *3- ’ . i r '■ - 

t 5 v.rir:* 




Chris H tiffins of the United States clears the bar during the pole vault competition of 
the decathlon event at the World Championships in Athletics in Athens. Boffins leads 
the decathlon after seven events (Reuters photo l 
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The satirical play 
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SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 
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The theatre is dosed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Gunnell out in bitter 
blow to British team 


ATHENS (AFPj — The disaster-prone British team at the 
World Championships suffered another major blow on 
Wednesday when former Olympic 400 metres hurdles 
champion sally Gunnell was forced fo pull out. 

The 3 1 -year-old had been due to run in the semi-finals on 
Wednesday evening but she failed a lute test on a calf injury 
sustained during Tuesday's heats. 

Gunnell’s withdrawal is the latest in a series of blows to 
befall the British team. 

Kelly Holmes, the team’s great 1,500m hope, collapsed 
on the final bend in her opening heat with a damaged 
Achilles tendon, ruling her out of the championships. 

Then the 400m metre runners, including medal hopeful 
Jamie Baulch, were not told by team managers that the 
final had been brought forward by 30 minutes, meaning 
they had to run without a proper warm-up. 

Then high jumper Steve Smith, a bronze medallist at the 
Atlanta Olympics, failed to qualify for the final. 

Gunnell’s withdrawal is a cruel blow for the former world 
record-holder, who had suggested on Tuesday that she 
could challenge for a medal in her swansong champi- 
onships. 

Gunnell qualified for the semi-finals with a season’s best 
performance of 54 .53 seconds — the second-fastest heat 
time — when 

finishing runner-up to Jamaica's Deon Hemmings Gun- 
nell may now decide fo bring her glorious international 
career to an end if the injury prevents her from competing 
in any of the remaining Grand Prix meetings of the sum- 
mer. 

She relinquished her Olympic crown to Hemmings last 
year when she crashed out of the semi-finals in Atlanta in 
tears after aggravating a foot problem, which also caused 
her to miss the world championships in Gothenbuig in 
1995. 

The 1992 Olympic champion, who went on to take gold 
at the 1993 World Championships in a then-world record 
time of 52.74 seconds, almost quit after the centennial 
games. 

She then vowed to give it one more season and won the 
European Cup for Britain in Munich last June. 


Italy’s favourite Brit out 
for more golden glory 


ATHENS (AFP) — British 
athletes have had a miser- 
able time at the World 
Championships so far and 
their misery will continue 
if Italy’s British-born 
world long jump champion 
Fiona may retains her title 
here. 

The 27-year-old from 
Slough, who took the 
world indoor title in Paris 
in March, was a good ath- 
lete when she competed 
for great Britain but it was 
when she moved ro Italy 
after marrying Italian pole 
Vaulter Gianni Lapachino 
in 1994 that her career 
took off. 

“I love England but the 
difference between the 
English and Italians in 
both their attitude and 
funding to athletics means 
that in Italy you can make 
a living out of it without 
worrying about if the 
bailiff is going to be at the 
door,” May said. 

The difference in May's 
performances in the major 
championships has been 
astonishing since she 
swapped her British vest 
for the blue vest of Italy. 

Prior to her departure to 
live in Florence, the best 
result the former world 
junior champion bad man- 
aged at a senior level was 
sixth in the I98S Olympic 
final. She had failed to 
qualify for the 1991 and 
1993 world championships 
and the 1992 Olympic 
final. 

Now the former econom- 
ics graduate comes into the 
long jump qualifying 
round on Thursday with 
two world tides and an 
Olympic silver medal — 
although the latter was a 
bitter-sweet moment. 

“I jumped over seven 
metres for the first rime in 
my life but ended up sec- 
ond. You always want to 
do a career best in an 


Olympic final — it was 
like a dream — the only 
problem being I needed to 
do 7.12 and i was 10 cen- 
timetres short," she said. 

May, an elegant, leggy 
athlete, had the added mis- 
fortune to lose to the for- 
mer Nigerian police 
inspector Chioma Ajunwa. 
who served a four-year 
drugs ban that ended two 
months before the 
Olympics started. 

“She did her time and 
she came back and won. It 
was a case of bad timing 
that the Olympics weren’t 
in June last year!” May 
joked. 

Since then may had the 
satisfaction of beating the 
Nigerian, who is coached 
by Eric Drechsler — the 
estranged husband of for- 
mer world champion 
Heike Drechsler. who is 
also competing — in the 
world indoor final and 
declared that she was out 
for more of the same in 
Athens. 

“It was real revenge. 
From now on it’s going to 
be a duel between the two 
of us." she said. 

‘Technically. I feel more 
confident. 1 have made a 
few changes for the out- 
door season which have 
worked mj fur." May said. 

Should may beat Ajunwa 
and America's golden girl 
Marion Jones she will be 
compared to Drechsler — 
a notion which would have 
been impossible ro imag- 
ine if she had stayed in 
England. 


To make amends, Lebanon 
will host Iraq in soccer game 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon, which 
refused to let Iraq attend the Pan-Arab 
Games here last month, will host that 
country's national soccer ream ar a 
friendly game, officials said Wednesday. 

The Aug. 21 match would be Iraq's 
first clash with Lebanon’s national soc- 
cer team in Lebanon since 197 i, the 
Lebanese Soccer Federation said in a 
.statement. 

It said Iraq has confirmed its atten- 
dance. Iraqi officials were not immedi- 
ately available for comraent 

The federation dubbed the scheduled 
match as “the Arab solidarity meet." and 
the invitation is apparently meant to 
make amends for keeping Iraqi athletes 
out of the July 12-27 Pan- Arab Games in 


Beirut 

Just before the Games began, Iraqi 
athletes waited two nights at the Syrian- 
Lebanese border in vain, hoping to get 
an entry visa but were turned away. 

This time, the Iraqi soccer team — part 
of a 30-member delegation of players 
and administrators — will fly in from 
Jordan Aug. 18 and return four days 
later, the federation statement said, 

Iraq is banned from operating flights 
from Baghdad by United Nations sanc- 
tions imposed since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, which led to the 1991 Gulf War. 

Iraq was kept away from the Arab 
Games due to pressure from Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia who helped fund event 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


UEFA fine Steaua, Yerevan players 

GENEVA (R; — European soccer’s ruling body UEFA said on Tuesday it bad fined 
Steaua Bucharest after a bottle thrown from the crowd during a recent European Cup 
qualifying match hit referee Hellmut Krug. In a statement released by its office near 
Geneva. LlEFA said the Romanian club would have to pay 50,000 Swiss francs ($32,700) 
after the July 23 incident during a match against CSKA Sofia. Steaua went on to win the 
tie 5-3 on aggregate. The committee also suspended Armenia’s FC Yerevan players Mal- 
lai Ndiaye and Rasmik Grigorian for seven and six matches respectively after both were 
sent off for fighting during a UEFA Cup qualifier against Dnepr Dnepropetrovsk of 
Ukraine last Wednesday. Yerevan lost the tie. 


Pavarotti backs Rome 2004 bid 

ROME ( R) — World-renowned Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti has thrown his consider- 
able weight behind Rome's bid to srage the 2004 Olympic Games. Pavarotti will travel to 
Lausanne. Switzerland, for the International Olympic Committee’s vital meeting on Sep- 
tember 5. when the successful candidate will be announced. Rome is favoured to win the 
bid, ahead of Athens, Cape Town. Stockholm and Buenos Aires. “It will be an honour to 
go to Lausanne,” Pavarotti said after accepting an invitation from Italian sports minis ter 
Walter Veltroni. Pavarotti, alone with Spanish tenors Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras, 
helped popularise opera with a concert in Rome's third century baths of Caracalla during 
the 1990 soccer World Cup finals. 


Huber ousts Koumikova at Acura Classic 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (R) — Sixth- 
seeded Alike Huber of Ger- 
many crushed 1 6-year-old 
Russian Anna Koumikova 

6- 0 6-1 Tuesday in the first 
round of the $450,000 
Acura Classic. 

Tm a little bit surprised 
it was so easy.” said Huber 
of her 41-minute dispatch- 
ing of the world's 26lh- 
ranked player. 

But Huber, ranked 1 1th 
and last year’s runner-up 
here, was proud of her per- 
formance. 

“It was as close to a per- 
fect match as I’ve played” 
said Huber. T didn’t let her 
into the match. I stayed 
aggressive, didn't miss 
many easy balls and served 
so well.” 

In other opening-round 
matches, fifth-seeded Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vicariu of 
Spain swept past Japan's 
NuoKo SawumalNU 6-2 7-6 
(7-4 ) and eighth seed Kim- 
berly Po of the United 
States bounced 18-> ear-old 
Spaniard Magui 7-5 6-1. 

American Amy Frazier 
routed Russian qualifier 
Tatiana Panova 6-1 6-0, 
Ruxandra Dragomir of 
Romania edged Naoko 
Kijimuia of Japan 7-6 t7-2» 

7- 5 and 1 7-y ear-old Venus 
Williams whipped Ameri- 
can compatriot Ann Gross- 
man 6-0 6-3. 


In the lone upset of the 
day. Russian doubles 
expert Natasha Zvereva 
beat seventh-seeded Irina 
Spirlea of Romania 6-4 6-3 
for the second time in as 
many weeks. 

The top four seeds — 
World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis, two-lime titlehold- 
er Monica Seles, South 
African Amanda Coelzer 
and defending champion 
Lindsay Davenport — all 
received first-round byes. 

Hingis, the 16-year-old 
Swiss prodigy with nine 
tournament titles this year 
and three in as many weeks 
in California, will meet 18- 
year-old Anne-Gaelle Sidot 
of France Wednesday 
night. 

Huber got lots of help 
from the error-prone 
Koumikova. who commit- 
ted 13 unforced errors and 
only three winners. 

Koumikova captured a 
three-set decision from 
Huber in the round of 32 at 
Wimbledon but the rust 
was obvious as she offered 
little challenge after a 
month-long layoff. 

“She played unbelievable 
and I could never get into 
the match,” said Koumiko- 
va after the worst defeat 
since turning pro in Octo- 
ber 1W5. “I beat her at 


Wimbledon, so she was 
ready for this^ match .7 - f 

Huber allowed Koumiko- 
va just four points while 
capturing the opening set in 
16 minutes. 

It did not get much better 
for Koumikova in the sec- 
ond set although the Russ- 
ian avoided a whitewash 
before Huber ripped off the 
final five games with ease. 

Because of her young 
age. Koumikova is allowed 
to play just 13 tournaments, 
and this was her eighth stop 
on the WTA Tour. “I didn’t 
play well. It’s hard for me 
to play one match during 
one month,” she said. T 
want ro play more tourna- 
ments. I want to play more 
matches.” 


Kuerten trounces 
in first 



MASON. Ohio (R) — Ris- 
ing tennis star Gustavo 
Kuerten of Brazil out- 
classed freefafling super- 
star Andre Agassi 6-3 6-1 
in a brief 46 minutes Tues- 
day night in the first round 
of the ATP Championship. 

T was just playing all the 
points and when I saw it 
was 35-minutes, 4-love in 
the second set, I see that it 
was going pretty quick,”. 
Kuerten said. 

T think it was easier than 
I expected I 'think I had 
control of the match and I 
was playing pretty good, 
solid and it was easier than 
I thought it would be.” 

The 33rd-ranked Agassi 
— the number one player 
in the world back in 1995, 
a former Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open champion, and 
a two-time tournament 
winner here — was unable 
to play a competitive 
match against the 10th- 
seeded Kuerten, the reign- 
ing French Open titlisL 

“ft is tough because I feel 
like a different player and 
that is not good,'* Agassi 
said T don’t have a good 
sense far a match — where 
you can impose yourself.” 

In another first-round 
match. 14th seed Albeit 
Costa of Spain came back 
from two match points 
down to American Jim 
Courier to win 4-6 7-6 (7- 
5) 6-3. Costa faced the two 
match points When serving 
at 4-5, 15-40 in the second 
set 

Three seeded players 
joined Agassi on the side- 
lines of this star-studded 
tournament featuring nine 
of the top ten players in die 
world 

Sjeng Schalken of the 
Netherlands upset 1 1th- 
seeded Mark Phflippoussis 
of Australia 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 
in a first-round match. 

Eighth-seeded Thomas 
Enqvist of Sweden and 
13lh-seeded Petr Korda of 
the Czech Republic fell in 
second-round matches. 
Enqvist went down to 
Vince Spadea of the United 
States 6-7 (1-7) 6-3 6-3 
and Korda lost to Jan 
Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands 7-5 1-6 6-1. 

Playing in his ninth tour- 
nament of file year, not 
including Davis Cup com- 
petition, Agassi has a pal- 
try 6-9 win/loss record in 
1997. 

Out of action for all of 
may and June with a recur- 
ring wrist injury , Agassi 
has not woo a match since 
beating Jaime Oncins in 



Andre Agassi 

the first round of the 
Atlanta tournament in 
ApriL 

Wben Agassi arrived at a 
post-match press confer- 
ence following his loss , he 
- appeared to be teary-eyed.- 
Obviously the road bade is. 
. becoming an ever increas- 
ingly uphill: battle, for the 
popular American: 

T don’t need to be oat 
there, but it .is something I 
am choosing to fight for,” 
Agassi said. “Why?. Some- 
times I’m-not sure. But, 
you know;! have beard it 
six different rimes in my 
career that I don’t have it , 
that I can’t do it again and 
I want to do it for the sev- 
enth time. 

T ^want to get out there 
and I want to tom things 
around and feel like 1 can 
win these tournaments.” 

For Kuerten, who joined 
die ranks of the top 10 
players this week follow-' 
ing his journey to the finals 
of last week’s tournament 
in Montreal, it was- a sec- 
ond career victory over 
Agassi in as many match- 
es.. He defeated Agassi at 
Memphis this past Febru- 
ary, a. match Kuerten 


describes as his first big 
career victory. 

On Tuesday. Kuerten was 
■ _all oveT Agassi from the 
outset. 

Known throughout his 
entire career for his superb 
service return. Agassi was 
totally ineffectual in that 
department Tuesday. 
Against the ' Brazilian’s 
first serve, Agassi won 
only 12 percent of the 
points. On Kuerten’s sec- 
ond serve he did better, but 
still rally had a 43 per cent 
success rate. 

Agassi opened the door 
for Kuerten in the third 
game of the match, netting 
a forehand at 15-40 to lose 
his service game. Service 
breaks in the ninth game of 
die first set and the second 
and fourth games of the 
second set put Kuerten into 
the . tournament ’s second 
round. 

The Brazilian faltered 
only once in the entire 
match, offering Agassi a 
break point opportunity at 
30-40 whileleading 6-3,'5- 
1. But he was not to be 
deterred, saving the break 
and closing out the match. 




DOTriuNPAin 

1989 BMW 318 (DIPLOMATIC PLATES) 
AUTOMATIC, GREY METALLIC, TWO DOORS, 
FULL OPTIONS, GOOD CONDITION. 

' PLEA3E.:CAUIiJ-r>^:7:r-'^ 

OFF. 5513232 ROME: 8269*# : 


DOGS FOR SALE 

Purebred puppies. 

Eight weeks old. 

Call: 079/23482 



. Cafe* Restaurant 


NOTICE 

The telephone numbers at the 
Embassy of the United States of America 
have been changed effective August 8, 1997. 

The main switchboard number is now: 

592 - 0101 . 

For the new number for all other direct Embassy 
lines, drop the “8” and replace with “59." 

The Embassy regrets any inconvenience. 


FOR RENT 


Fumished/unfumished apartments. Each consists 
of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms ....etc., telephone, 
garden. One in Sweifiyeh near commercial center; 
the other in Tla'a Al-Ali - opposite Jordan University. 

Tel. 864758 or 079/54636 


SAY .. 

YOU 



TRIED IT i 


TeL 863 944 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH WRSCH 


WHERE'S THE GUESS? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A J 

v J 1097 
0 54 2 
*9542 

WEST EAST 

* KQ 108 4 3 « 97 

C A 6 

A 10 C *9873 

*Q8 a J 10763 

SOUTH 

* 652 

v K 8432 
: KQJ 

* AK 

Tta tndduvr. 

south west north bast 
15 *• 23 Paso 

Pw» Pin Pan 

Cprittur kad: King of A 

Sura- fcaads promt optical illu- 
sions. Here. South's decision on how 
Ui Liw trump suit appejw to be 
a pure RLt«A, but careful analysis 
sbuultf rr-vrsi the winning play. 

South's decision to barge into 
game aIUmt o «tngl* raw is more 
ihjn a little jggre^ive. Hnn-evpr. 
the three spudre in the South hnnd 


made it likely that North would be 
abort in (bat sunt, making tba bid 

more attractive. 

Went led the king of spades 

ag ure* bur hearts, them cantiaued 
with a low spade when declarer 
held up (he ace on the first mni 
East followed with the nine first, 
then the seven. Since declarer still 
had to kac a diamond trick, the fine 
or the contract hinged on losing 

only one trump trick. The jack of 
hearts was led from the table and 
East followed with the six. Is it 
guess whether to ploy Eon far the . 
queen or the ace ana, if not, why 
not? 

The hey to sucres ties with the 
cards East played to the Cm two 
trick*. East showed a douMeton by 
echoing. If East boa A Q sis 
trumps. East can assure victory by 
rising With the ace arnce there is no 
dummy entry to repeat the finesse. 
If East boWs the quest. West, after 
winning the ace of tramps, simply 
leads another . spade, and East wfll 
score the queen on an ocerrutf. 
Therefore, the only-hope for the 
contract i? to pbr East far. the ace 
and nse with the king of tramps. .. 

What an easy pine bridge can 
be'. . . . 
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International Community School 
Khllda. Amman 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
English curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged 
between three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff are U.K.-qualified. There is extra provision 
for the support of non-English -speaking children. Several 
subjects are specialist taught 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 7th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July & August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00, a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 1 1 181 . 

For further details: Tel . } 5521070-Fax: 5827109 


For The Second Successful Week 

Philadelphia ....1 

Tel. 634144 - 634149 

Presents 

Th© Lost World -'(Jurassic Park) 
The film by Steven Spieibery which is now 
being shown in cinemas ail over 
.Europe & the. Middle East 

The film stars Jeff Goldblum & Julian Moore. 
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Prepare for the 
‘coming battle,’ 
Arafat tells Fateh 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has called on his fol- 
lowers to prepare for “the 
coming battle/* accusing 
Israel of trying to put an end 
to the peace process, his 
official news agency said 
Wednesday. 

“We must prepare our 
movement in order to stand 
strong in the coming battle.** 
Mr. Arafat said in a speech 
late Tuesday before mem- 
bers of his Fateh faction of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in Gaza 
City. 

“A great battle is before 
us, and though it is more 
diffi cult we Mil wage it as 
we have vyaged our battles 
in the past,” he said, quoted 
by the official Palestinian 
News Agency, WAFA. 

“We must prepare our 
reserves on eveiy level, our 
reserves of muscle and 
thought, our reserves of 
food. We must plan each 
step carefully and precise- 
ly,*' he said. 

Israeli Prune Minister 
Benyamin “Netanyahu is 
hying to raise problems in 
order to wipe out the Oslo 
Agreements," he said, refer- 
ring to the Israeli- 


PaJestinian self-rule accords 
signed in 1994 and 1995. 

Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction 
of the PLO represents the 
backbone of his large appa- 
ratus of armed security 
forces as well as of the 
bureaucracy of the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused U.S. and interna- 
tional pressure to back off a 
tough series of security 
measures imposed on the 
Palestinians in the wake of a 
double suicide bombing 
which left 15 people dead in 
Jerusalem last Wednesday. 

Mr. Arafat has described 
the measures, including a 
punishing seal of the 
Palestinian territories and a 
refusal to pay millions of 
dollars in taxes owed to the 
cash-strapped authority; as a 
“declaration of war on the 
Palestinians.” 

Arafat urges NAM to 

help save peace process 

In another development 
Wednesday, Mr. Arafat 
called on President Ernesto 
Samper in his capacity as 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) head to help save 


‘World not doing enough 
to stop Israeli closure’ 


JERICHO, West Bank 
(AFP) — A top Palestinian 
official rebuked the interna- 
tional community 

Wednesday for not doing 
enough to force Israel to 
ease heavy sanctions 
imposed on the Palestinians 
after last week’s bombing. 

“The international 

response has not risen to the 
necessary level. It has been 
faint and weak.” chief nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat told jour- 
nalists in the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Mr. Erekat said he sent 
out messages to 92 nations 
to describe the effects of the 
Israeli sanctions imposed 
on the Palestinians after the 
double suicide bombing 

Greece to 
aid Albania, 
legalise 
immigrants’ 
status 

TIRANA (R) — Greece 
agreed Tuesday to legalise 
the status of thousands of 
illegal Albanian immigrants 
in return for help in fighting 
cross-border crime, and 
pledged millions of doliars 
in aid to reconstruct the 
Balkan state. 

In the first visit to Tirana 
by a foreign government 
minister since elections last 
month. Greek Foreign Mi- 
nister Theodoras Pangalos 
said Athens would help 
Albania rebuild its econo- 
my, armed forces and 
police. 

“Greece is interested in 
the existence of a strong, 
democratic Albania and we 
are determined to contribute 
to this end.” Mr. Pangalos 
told a news conference at 
the end of a one-day visit. 

Mr. Pangalos said a group 
of Greek military experts 
supported by a unit of 100 
soldiers would remain in 
Albania to help reform the 
army after most of a 7,000- 
strong multinational protec- 
tion Force leaves the country 
by mid-August. 

The world community has 
been eager to help Albania 
return to stability’ after 
months of unrest Inter- 
national donors are due to 
meet in Brussels in October 
to examine ways to provide 
aid in the form of approved 
projects. 


which killed 15 people and 
injured 150 in Jerusalem a 
week ago. 

The sanctions, including a 
strict seal of the occupied 
territories, “take three mil- 
lion people hostage,” he 
said. 

He accused Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu of “trying to 
blackmail the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and exploiting what has 
happened to pick and 
choose as he likes from the 
self-rule agreements." 

He said Mr. Netanyahu 
was also using the closure 
“to go ahead with his policy 
of demolishing houses and 
confiscating land.” 


Israeli authorities have 
demolished at least five 
houses in Arab east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank since the bombing. 

Meanwhile, the anti-set- 
tlement group Peace Now 
said Mr. Netanyahu's gov- 
ernment planned to build 
16.000 new homes in West 
Bank settlements. 

Israel eased slightly 
Wednesday the closure on 
the territories, allowing 
Palestinians to cross into the 
Gaza Strip from Egypt. 

But Mr. Netanyahu 
refused U.S. demands that 
he significantly ease the 
security seal, which the 
Palestinians complain is 
strangling their economy. 


Turkish jets reportedly 
attack Kurds in Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR. Turkey (R) 
— State-run Anatolian 
News Agency (ANA) said 
Wednesday Turkish jets 
backed by pro-state militia 
had bombed five rebel Kurd 
camps inside northern Iraq, 
but security officials in the 
region cast doubt on the 
claim. 

ANA said F-4 fighter 
planes and helicopters, 
backed by 10,000 pro-state 
Kurdish militiamen, mount- 
ed the operation in the early 
hours of Wednesday, 
destroying camps which it 
named as Kelmehmet. 
Besta, Yassikaya, 

Karakovan and Meydankol. 

But Ahmet Erturk, assis- 
tant governor of the Turkish 
emergency rule region, told 
Reuters: "There is no cross- 
border operation at the 
moment and there aren’t 
any important clashes 
there.” 

Officials at military head- 
quarters in Ankara said he 


could neither confirm nor 
deny the reports but said 
they were checking the 
ANA account. 

ANA gave no details of 
casualties during the opera- 
tion but the bodies of five 
people killed in earlier 
clashes were found. It said 
the operation was continu- 
ing. 

Thousands of Turkish 
troops launched a six-week- 
long operation into northern 
Iraq in May — one of many 
such bids — in an attempt 
to eliminate Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) units 
who use the area to mount 
raids into southeastern 
Turkey. 

More than 26,000 people 
have died in 13 years of 
conflict between the 
Turkish armed forces and 
the PKK. which is fighting 
for self-rule in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast of 
Turkey. 
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the Mideast peace process, 
according to a government 
statement released Tuesday 
in Bogota. 

“I hope you will make use- 
of your position to help the , 
Palestinian people.” Mr. 
Arafat said in a letter to Mr. 
Samper, quoted in the gov- | 
emment statement. 

Mr. Arafat added be was 1 
surprised that “instead of 1 
waging war on terrorism 
and joining us to protect the 
peace process," Israel has 
taken retaliatory measures 
in the wake of last week’s 
double suicide bombing. 

In response to Mr. 
Arafat’s request, Mr. 
Samper “has taken steps to 
avoid a break in the peace 
process in the Middle East,” 
according ro the statement 

In his capacity as leader of 
the NAM, Mr. Samper visit- 
ed Israel and Palestinian ter- 
ritories and met separately 
with Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

The 113-nation NAM was 
founded in the_ 195.0s in 
response to the bipolar cold 
war world in which the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union com- 
peted for influence among 
developing countries. 






Israeli right-wing extremists demonstrate Wednesday in Jerusalem to denounce the peace process and the Oslo 
autonomy agreements, which they say put Israel's security in danger. A few dozen activists chanting anti-Oslo slo- 
gans marched through the Mahane Yehuda market where two suicide bombers, thought to be Palestinian Islamists, 
killed 13 and wounded 157 people on July 30 (AFP photo) 

Israeli prime minister tours 
bombed market before talks 
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Officials "in the Pales tinian National 
Authority (PNA) have warned that any 
attempt by Israeli forces to reenter the 
autonomous- zobbs would result in blood- 
shed. . - - , \ . : ;*• • 

The survey was conducted by an indepen- 
dent polling institute after two suspected 
Islamic militants blew themselves up in a 
crowded Jerusalem market last Wednesday, 
kifling 13 other people and wounding more 
than 150. 
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Hamas, which opposes.Mr Aratat.s peace 
agreements wiffi: Israe^and^BSs planned 
responsibility for the bombing! .7 * 7'-'.v;k , 


sparked off by a reeent decisidn! b^ tbe 
Israeli mumdpal ^vemmerit mJenisalerii 
to build another Jewish uei^bduffiotid ■ on 
disputed land in Arab east. Jerusalem: :^ -.--. 

The poll was_cpnducted amoag; 500 adrift 
Israelis- and had a margin of error of Four 
percent. . • •'! . . : !>" .-.r/.V;';! 


“Bibi, Bibi,” the crowd 
chanted, using Mr. Netan- 
yahu’s nickname in a sign of 
support for the Likud Party 
leader who won election last 
year by pledging to boost 
security in the wake of a 
series of suicide bombings 
that killed 57 people. 

“The people of Israel 
overwhelmingly support the 
stand of this govemmen ... 
We expect reciprocity. We 
expect the Palestinians to 
fight terrorism. The people 
in this market suffered a ter- 
rible massacre. They are the 
first people to support this 
firm policy” he said. 


“The decisive majority of 
the public in Israel are not 
ready to accept a one-sided 
process in which attackers 
are sent from the territories 
of the PNA or by headquar- 
ters there and let it pass qui- 
etly. We won’t let it pass 
quietly,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

Israel closed the West 
Bank and Gaza after the 
twin bombing, slopping 
tens of thousands of Arab 
workers from reaching their 
jobs in Israel, paralysing 
trade and shutting down lac- 


No peace with settlements, Syria says 


DAMASCUS (R) — Peace 
in the Middle East was 
impossible as long as Israel 
proceeded with building 
Jewish settlements in land it 
occupied from Arabs in 
1967, Syrian newspapers 
said Wednesday. 

The official newspapers 
also warned that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was pushing the 
region towards a “grave 
explosion" and urged Arabs 
to prepare for ’’military and 
political” battles with Israel. 

“Netanyahu's government, 
under an already-set plan, is 
pushing the region to a grave 
explosion aiming at mixing 
cards and pulling the carpet 
from under the peace 
process," the ruling party 


newspaper AI Baath said. 

It accused Israel of plan- 
ning to build new Jewish 
settlements in the West 
Bank. Jerusalem and (he 
Golan Heights to “create a 
status quo that would make 
it impossible to resume 
peace talks now or at any 
time in the future." 

“In a few years and before 
the end of Netanyahu's rule 
there would be no Arab land 
that was not Judaised so to 
cut the way short before any 
future concessions,” it 
added. 

Sporadic Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks hit a deadlock 
after Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would not hand back the 
strategic Golan in return for 
peace. Syria's key demand is 


full withdrawal from the 
Heights, captured by Israel 
in the 1 967 Middle East war. 

The daily A! Thawra said 
the U.S., as Israel’s closest 
ally and main sponsor of the 
Middle East peace process 
launched in 1990, was to 
blame for the crisis facing 
peacemaking. 

“It is important to hear the 
U.S. view and its evaluation 
of the criminal practices by 
Israel and its attempts to 
drag the region to explo- 
sions and wars .../ 1 it said. 

“We are used to America’s 
bias to Israel... America is 
primarily responsible for 
Israel and its behaviours and 
for the current crisis in the 
peace process and for 
Israels military fooling 


around in the region.” 

Al Thawra said Arabs 
should mobilise and prepare 
for political, military, cultur- 
al. economic and all sons of 
battles against Israel.” 

“The l Arab] confrontation 
should be as big as the 
looming Zionist expansion- 
ist danger which is targeting 
our land and existence,” it 
said. 

AI Baath added: “As there 
is an absence of active and 
decisive international move 
and as it seems the U.S. has 
washed its hands of its role 
in the peace process, the 
region is reluctantly heading 
towards explosions that 
Israel and those who support 
it are responsible for.” 


Minister: Iraq expects quick U.N. approval of oil pricing 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
oil minister. Lieutenant 
General Amer Mohammad 
Rashid, said Wednesday 
that the country expects 
quick U.N. approval of its 
new oil pricing mechanism 
and may export 2 million 
barrels per day (bpd) to 
make up for lost time. 

Mr. Rashid made the 
remarks at a news confer- 
ence in Baghdad. 

It was called a day after 


proposal to the U.N. in New 
York. After it is approved, 
Iraq can resume exports 
under the special “oil-for- 
food" programme. 

“We expect approval in a 
few days." Mr. Rashid told 
reporters. “Then we can 
sign contracts with buying 
companies." 

Under q plan that went 
into effect last December, 
Iraq was allowed to sell up 
to $2 billion worth of crude 


needed food and medicine. 
Sales periods are divided 
into two — 90-day periods. 

The plan was renewed by 
the U.N. Security Council 
on June 8 . 

But the Iraqis linked the 
resumption of crude exports 
to U.N. approval of a new 
food distribution plan. U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan approved the plan 
Monday. 

Iraq exported oil at a rate 


Iraq presented' hs -prietng— every six months jo buy ofrabout 750.000 bpd dur- 


ing the first phase of the 
programme, some 400,000 
bpd via Turkey and 350.000 
bpd through AI Bakr Port in 
southern Iraq. 

To meet the deadline for 
this 90-day period, it will 
have to triple that output. 

Mr. Rashid repeated the 
assertions of other Iraqi oil 
officials that the country 
was prepared to boost out- 
put to the higher rate. 

“We hope to export at a 
capacity of 2 million hpd 


to meet the scheduled time 
for our exports under the 
oil-for-food deal.” Mr. 
Rashid said. 

He added: “Wc can 

increase our exporting 
capacity to 2.5 million bar- 
rels per day in a few months 
after sanctions arc Iifie« 
and within one year, we can 
reach a production capacity 
of 3.5 million barrels per 
day, which was our produc- 
tion level before the Gulf 


The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme is an exception to 
U.N. sanctions, which were 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait The 
sanctions ban the sale of 
Iraqi oil and bar air travel. 

The U.N. Security 
Council has said they will 
not be lifted until Iraq com- 
plies with resolutions call- 
ing for the elimination of its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. . 


Helena Christensen 
to embark on 
singing career 
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LONDON (AFP) - To _ 
model Helena Christensen 
is embarking on a so| 0 
singing career, the British if fl 
press reported Wednesday, r 
Paul Oakenfold, a BritcJ \ 

who heads the P erfecto Y 

Record label, has tbe ii(U 1 
Danish-born model booked , 
for several singles and an ^ 

album, under a S350.000 !> *’ • 
contract. The first of her . 
recordings is due out i n 1 , - 
early I99S. Christensen, ^ . 

28, has already recorded a - . J^T' 
song with rocker Jon Bon !, 

Jovi, titled “Every Word Is 
A Piece Of My Heart” | ' ^ ndf ' 


China’s floating 
population hits 
70.73 million 

SHANGHAI (R) — The 
Dumber of people in China 
moving around die country 
in search of work has hit 
70.73 million, the Business 
News said Wednesday. 
People aged between 15 to 

59 account for 91.82 per 
cent of the total floating 
population, the newspaper 
said. Most of these people 
were labourers who had 
left the countryside and 
moved to cities looking for 
work, it said. Children 
younger than 14 years and 
elderly people older than 

60 years accounted for 632 
per cent and 1.86 per cent 
respectively, it said. 

Britain's ‘top people’ 
back Charles 
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Britain's ‘top people’ io.e’s 

back Charles * - *■ ‘ 

marrying ... 
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LONDON (R) — The vast t- r .- ». 
majority of Britain's “top ist,*.. 
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people” believe Prince 
Charles should be able to ~ 

many whoever he likes, 
according to an opinion 2 . it , ,, {-■ 
poll published Wednesday. i \-i 
The Times poll, a major •". • 

boost to Prince Charles' '.^V r ^ 
increasingly open aflair " ■ > ,!‘ ; ' 

with Camilla Parker !- 

Bowles, was conducted ■ 
among cabinet ministers, , 
leading businessmen, acad- -jj. , u> '” ! ” 
emics and newspaper edi- 
tors. Eighty-two per cent ^ 
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said he should not give up 
his right to the throne if be 
were to remarry and 83 per 
cent said he should remany 
whoever he likes. 

Flooded Irish pnb 
stages fish races 
on the floor 

DUBLIN CR) — Kitty 
KeiJy's bar regulars found a 
novel way of dealing with 
the torrential rain sweeping 
across Ireland — they staged 
goldfish races on their flood- 
ed floor. Three of the fish, 
named Sonia, Sam and 
Ossie, swam their way up 
and down tbe bar floor to the 
cheers of dozens of patrons, 
the Irish Independent news- 
paper reported. To help the 
festive spirit along, owners of 
the pub in Gonmel. County 
Tipperary cut beer prices by 
around a third. The Irish 
Farmers’ Association esti-. 
mates recent flood damage at 
$ 20.1 million, and the figure 
is rising as rain continues to 
pour. 

Australian 
politician defends 
naked swim 

SYDNEY (R) — An 

Australian politician, elected 
on a platform of promoting 
family values, said 
Wednesday there w-as noth- 
ing wrong with him swim- 
ming naked with bis girl- 
friend and six -year-old son in 
a parliamentary pool. 
Tabloid newspaper posters 
around Sydney Wednesday 
screamed “MP in naked 
romp” and “naked in the 
house," as local media 
reported the night last year 
when Alan Corbett was 
caught by a security guard 
swimming naked in a private 
members’ pool. But Corben. 
a member of the New South 
Wales state parliament, 
defended his action, saying 
he was not ashamed of nudi- 
ty within the family. . 
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